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Jangnian xxii. 15, 16, 


970 thou reign, becauſe thos clſeft chyſelf in male 
Did not thy Father eat and drink, and dd judgment © 
and juſtice, and then it was well with him? — He 
judged the cauſe of the poor and needy ; then it was 
well with him: was wot this 10 er me 5 Jaith 


| the Lord. 


T is well known, that important al and 

precepts engage more attention, and come witk 
greater force upon the mind, when they are illuf- 
trated by ſuitable examples, than when they are 
barely propoſed to our regard. In this view the 
hiſtorical part of the Bible is extremely uſeful, 
Therein God hath thought proper to tranfmit to 
all generations both good and bad examples; the 
former as lights to direct us; the latter as warn. 
ings, which we ſhould carefully attend to, amidfk 
the hazardous ſcenes thro' which we are paſſing. 
The paſſage, of which our text is-a part, is an 
inſtance of .the latter kind. It is the character of 


Vol. 2. | B 4 
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a young prince, 7Jehoiakim, the ſon of a very pious 
and excellent father, even king Fofah ; whoſe heart 
was tender, and who was zealous for the worſhip 
and honour of the lord Fehowah. Bat his ſon 
degenerated ; and Gop ſent him an awful meſſage 
by the prophet Jeremiah in our text and context. 
A woe is denounced againſt him for his pride, in 
building himſelf a fine houſe, when the nation was 
in great diſtreſs; and for the injuſtice and . 
fion with which he built it. (v. 13, 14.) * Woe 
unto him that buildeth his houſe by anrighteou/- 
ze/s and his chambers by wrong; that uſeth his 
neighbour's fervice without wages, and giveth him 
not for his work: that ſaith, I will build me a 
wide houſe, and large chambers ; and cutteth him 
out windows; and it is cieled with cedar and 
painted with vermilion.“ Then in the text Gop 
expoſtulates with him for his wickedneſs ; and it 
is repreſented as highly aggravated and quite in- 
excuſable, becauſe he had ſeen a bright example 
of piety and righteouſneſs in his father. He had 
alſo ſeen with how much proſperity, comfort and 
hononr, his virtues had been attended. Shalt thou 
reign, becauſe thou cloſeſt % elf in cedar ? Did not 
thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and 
| Juſtice, and then it awas well with him ?—He judged 
the cauſe of the poor and needy, then it was well 
auith him: was not this to know me? ſaith the 
2 The words, taken in connection with the 
context, will ſuggeſt ſome uſeful remarks, which I 
would particularly recommend to the regards of 
the young ; eſpecially Rs who have the honour 


. bc * 
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to deſcend from . parents, And | they; are 
theſe: | 


I. Gop remembereth the piety and aſefalneſs 
of our anceſtors, and obferreck how far we reſent» 
ble them. | 


| IT, Young as often forſake the religion of 
their fathers, thro* pride, and love of elegance and 
ſhow. 


III. It is a great diſgrace and reproach to young 
perſons to forſake the good ways of their parents. 


IV. The way of religion is the way of wiſ⸗ 
dom, honour, and happineſs.—Let us obſerve, 


I. Gop remembereth the piety and uſefulneſs of 
our anceſtors, and obſerveth how far we reſemble 
them. ; 


| Thus in the text, Gop appeals to Jalil 

« Did not thy father do judgment and juſtice, Judge 
the cauſe of the poor and needy ?* Plainly inti- 
mating, that his ſon negleQed theſe duties. And 
he afterwards adds, * Thine eyes and thine heart 
are not but for thy en and for prater 
and for wiolence to do it.“ (v. 17.) The infinite eter- 
nal mind cannot poſſibly forget any thing. All 
things paſt, as well as preſent, are naked and open 
before his eyes. He remembers all the way, in 
which our fathers walked; the ſecret piety of their 
hearts; the evidences of it in their lives, aad all the 
ſervice they did for Gop and their generation. 
He remembered how piouſly and uprightly Jefal 
walked, and mentions it to his honour. Gop hath - 
B 2 a 
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a. kind onttrmbrance of his faithful farvants, when 
they are departed out of this world; and is not 
unrighteous to forget any work and labour of love,” 

which they have performed. It is very pleaſing 
and inſtructive to obſerve, with how much refpe& 
Gop mentions thoſe who had been upright before 
him. Many traces of this are to be found in the 
ſacred writings, and the inſtance in our text is one 
of the moſt remarkable.—This ſhows us, that, the 
righteous Lord loweth righteouſneſs :* That he hold- 
eth good men in high eſteem, and treats them as 
his favourites. This is a great encouragement to 
be religious; as thereby we ſhall enjoy the favour 
of Gop while we live, and have our memory pre- 
cious in his ſight, when we are removed out of 
this world and are perhaps forgotten by ſurvivors. 
This alſo ſhould be a motive to us all, particy- 
larly to the children of pious parents, to reverence 
the memory of the ſaints, eſpecially of our holy 
anceſtors, and give them their juſt honour, We 
- ſhould think and ſpeak of them with veneration; 
mention their imperfections, (if it be needful to do 
it) with candour and tenderneſs, and make uſe of 
theſe as cautions to ourſelves. Juſtice to them and, 
a regard to our own credit and happineſs require, 
that we recall their virtues to mind, and ſpeak of 
them to their praiſe ; that, feeling the attraction of 
their good examples, we may be transformed into 
their likeneſs, — Let it be further obſerved under 
this head, that Gop fades notice how far we reſemble. 
them. Thus he chargeth jt upon Jelbialim, that 
he had not trod in his father's ſteps. Gop can and 
will make a oy eſtimate, what our religious advan- 


sen 
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tages are, compared with theirs ; and what improve- 
ment we make of theſe advantages. He obſerreth 
every inftance of declenſion from that which is 
good ; and the principles, from which our depar- 
tures from Gop and religion flow. He taketh no- 
tice, whether our hearts be right with Gon, as our 
fathers' were. Whether, as was the caſe with T7- 
molly, the unfeigned faith that dwelt in them 
dwell in as alſo: Or whether we ſwerve from 
their pious conduct and examples; and the ſame 
muſt be ſaid of us, as of Solomon; he went not 
Fully after the Lord, as did David his father: and 
his heart was not perfect with the Lord his Gon, 
| as was the heart of David his father *.* Let Gop's 
unerring knowledge of the true character of our 
pious anceſtors, and our own true characters, be 
conſidered by us, as an incentive to the utmoſt cau- 
tion and watchfulneſs, that we do not cut off the 
entail of religion, loſe the trueſt hereditary honours, 
* expoſe ourſelves to the diſpleaſure and n 
of the moſt high. — Let us obſerve, 


1. Young perſons often forſake the religion of 
their fathers, thzo' pride, and love of elegance, pomp 
and ſhow. 


This was the caſe of Fehoiakim. He wal bare 

a fine houſe; à ſtately palace; elegantly painted; 
curiouſly wainſcoted; ſo that he was, as the text 
expreſſeth it, cloſed in cedar.“ It ſeems very pro- 
bable, from the expoſtulation in the text, concern. 
ing his father Jefrah, that (as Mr. Henry conjectures) 
this vain young prince had ſpoken ſcornfully of his 
B 3 father, 

® x Kings xi, 4, 6. 
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| father, for contenting bimſelf with a mean, inconve- 


nient dwelling, , below the grandeur of a fovercign, 
Prince: and ridiculed him as one, that had a dull 
2. a low ſpirit, and could not find in bis heart 

to lay out his money.“ He was determined, that 
that ſhould not ſerve him, which ſerved his father. 
But this language and conduct were founded in 
pride, which led him, not only to neglect his duty 
as a king, but to be unjuſt, tyrannical and oppreſ- 
five. — No doubt it is lawful for perſons of rank 
and fortune to build themſelves houſes and to adorn 
and beautify them provided it be ſuitable to their 
circumſtances, and no injury. to juſtice or charity. 
But it was pride, that led  Fehoiatim to covet. ſo 
much ſplendour and practiſe ſo. much injuſtice, This 
is a fin that eafly beſets the young, and often 
leads. them to forſake the ways, and the Gop of | 
their fathers, - Therefore . a caution againſt it may 
be neceſſary and ſalutary. Young .perſons often think 
that their fathers had a low, vulgar. taſte, They 
are not content. with ſuch 3 furniture, and 
drefs, as their anceſtors were. They muſt have 
more ſervants, finer clothes, richer furgiture, more 
elegant entertainments and a larger acquaintance, 
This is often the caſe with young tradeſmen. They 


- ſet out beyond their rank and circumſtances, . and 


begin where their wiſer fathers ended. And this. 
their pride and vanity leads them to forſake the 
religious profeſſion, and the religious practices of 
their fathers: — It often leads them to forſake the 
religious profeſſion of their fathers. Thus Fehoiakim, 
it is probable, turned idolater. He forſvok the 
_ of Urath and perſecuted his faithful prophets, 

| Hennes 
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Hence ſo many among us forſake the principles 
and profeſſion of welt anceſtors; becauſe the favour 
and preferments of the world and publick faſhion 
are not on that fide. If there be wealth and 
grandeur in any alliance propoſed for themſelves 
or their children, religion is often put out of the 
queſtion; and preſent views have à greater influ- 
ence upon them, than a regard to their profeſſion, 
or their own or their children's ſouls. Becaufe 
their fathers” might be ſtiff and bigotted; they run 
into the other extreme; and ſhow great indifference 
to any principles, or any profeſſion ; if ſo be their 
grandeur may be ſapported and increaſed, and their 
vanity gratified. But this is not the worſt of the 
caſe. — Pride and love of pomp and elegance lead 
many to forſake the religious practices of their fa- 
thers, and to part with the life and power of 
godlineſs. Theſe lead them into luxury and extra- 
vagance, and take up ſo much of their time, that 
they have no leiſure to attend to the concerns of 
religion with that ſeriouſneſs and diligence, which 
their importance demands, Theſe alſo conſume 
their ſubſtance, that they cannot *©* go juftice and 
Judgment,” as as their fathers did. They live beyond 
their income; contract debts which they cannot pay; 
or delay payment beyond what juſtice and bonour re- 
quire. Or, with Zehoiakim, they © uſe their neighbours? 
ſervice without wages, and give them not for their 
Work.“ (v 13.) Their luxury neceſſarily prevents 
their being charitable; ſo that they cannot judge 
the cauſe of the poor and needy,* enter into their 
caſes, and afford them relief, as their | fathers did. 
booed deſire of living genteely, and doing what 


B4 . they 
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they call handſome things and exceeding others, 
hinders the exerciſe of benevolent diſpoſitions. 
Their luxury multiplies their wants, ſo that theirs 


are more numerous than thoſe of their fathers ; 5 


and therefore they cannot ſpare for good works, 
as they did. This pride and love of ſhow engage 
their ſpirits alſo; ſo that they have little inclina- 
tion to religious exerciſes, and are quite indiſpoſed 
for meditation and ſerious thoughts. By theſe diſ- 
poſitions they are led to court a large acquaint- 
ance, The conſequence of this is, their expences 
'are increaſed ; their precious time waſted ; their trade, 
their ſhops, and their own houſes neglected; their 
cloſets unfrequented and the houſe of Gop often 
ſorſaken, — By pride and love of elegancies many 
are led to be very fond of the acquaintance of 
perſons of high rank, or what is called polite com- 
Pany: and out of complaiſance, they take care never 
to carry their religion into ſuch company, but fuit 
themſelves to their taſte. Thus they do what they 
inwardly diſapprove, and omit thoſe duties, which 
their conſciences tell them they ought to diſcharge, 
'Thro' fear of diſpleaſing their acquaintance, or hav- 
ing their politeneſs and good manners called in 
queſtion, they will neglect religious ſervices, make 
free with the Lord's day,. and treat the Gop of 
heaven with the greateſt ill-manners. — Further, 
this introduceth the practice of gaming, which makes 
terrible inroads upon charity and juſtice, conſumes 
much time, which ſhould be employed better; gives 
the mind a bad turn, and ſtrengthens that love 
of money, which is the root of all evil.“ Thus 
they are led into practices and complianees, which 
their 
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their fathers would have abhorred. The power of 
religion is leſſened ; the means of it neglected z. 
and fear of fin and tenderneſs of conſcience are 
in a great meaſure loſt, Thus the degenerate ſon 
in the text, went from bad to worſe; ſo that he 

_ oppreſſed Jeremiah, one faithful prophet, and put 
another to death, becauſe he had reproved bim, 

even Urijal . He was guilty of oppreſſion and vi- 
eleace and ſhed innocent blood;. and his eyes and his: 
heart were ſet upon ſuch abominable praQtices ; as 
we are told in the verſe following the text. He is 
alſo deſcribed by. the prophet Ezekiel, as *a young: 
lion, who learned to catch the prey. and devoured 
men,” who, as a great oppreſſor, laid waſte the 
cities. and made the land deſolate 1.“ Let me there · 
fore caution all, and eſpecially young perſons, a- 
gainſt that pride, and love of pomp and elegance,, 
which are attended with ſuch pernicious conſequen- 
ces. Set out in life, my young friends, with mo- 
derate deſires, wiſhes and expectations. Be content: 
with your rank and. ſtation. Endeavour to cul- 
tivate and ſtrengthen religious principles and diſ- 
poſitions. Never compliment any at the expence 
of truth and conſcience. Thus you will be able 
to do juſtice and. mercy,” and will retain that ſted- 
faſtneſs in religion, which 1s true politeneſs ; and. 
improve in that bumility, which is the brighteſt 
ornament... As a motive to this, I. add, as another 
obſervation from the text, 


III. It is a great diſhonour and reproach to any 
to forſake the good ways of their fathers. 


Bs _ - 
F Jer, xxvi. 21, c. f 1 Ezek. xix4- 6, 7 8 
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This is plainly ſoggeſted, by the manner in which 
Gov here expoſtulates with 7 choratim, He tells him 

in effect, that he knew what his father Jofiah's 
—— and practice were. Indeed he could not but 
know this, for he was above twenty years of age, 
when his father died. And God intimates to him, 
that his forſaking his father's ſteps was very dif- 
honourable, quite inexcoſable, and an aggravation 
of his wickedneſs. — It 1s generally reekoned diſ- 
honourable, and indeed it is ſo, for children to for- 


fake the religious profeſſion of their fathers ; unleſs 


upon ſerious and impartial examination, they find 
that it hath been wrong; contrary to ſeripture- and 
not ſo well adapted to ehriſtian edification, But to 
throw up their religious practices, is undoubtedly 
diſhonourable, and entails laſting infamy upon them, 
in the judgment of Gop and all good men. Many 
young perſons, thro' pride and thoughtleflneſs, caſt 
off their fathers? real excellencies with their old fa- 
ſhions and manner of. living, and forſake the Goo. 
of their fathers. No doubt Joa, who was zealous 


for the Gop, and for the reformation of [/-ae/: 


would take good care of the education of his own. 
children: and that this young prince did not im- 
prove it, was his reproach, Thoſe who have been 


taught the good ways of Gop, and been trained 


up in his fear and ſervice, get a hſting diſhonour 
by forſaking them. The good inſlractions they 


| have received from their parents, and the good ex- 


amples they have feen in them, aggravate their 
and ſhame, Having fully known. their man- 

ner of life, their devotion, puricy, temperance, pa- 
tente, charity, and love to * hauſe and ordi- 
nances, 
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nauces, they muſt act à very mean oy ti 
part, if they negle& theſe virtues, and ſhow themy 
ſelves blind to the | luttre of - ſuch good examples. 
How juſtly may ſuch be expoſtulated with, as Fer 
loiatim was in the text? Did tby father, young 
man, do juſtice and judgment aud aſſiſt the poor 
and needy? Was he ſober, diligent, : grave and 
devout? and will it be to thy credit to be giddy, 
diſhoneſt, idle, extravagant, and an aſſociate with 
rakes and ſots? Did thy mother, young woman, 
Fill up her place honourably ? Was. ſhe active, pru- 
dent, ſerious and go2d-tempered? Did ſhe ſanctify 
Gov's ſabbath, and labour to keep thee from pride 
and levity and dangerous acquaintance? | And wilt 
thou forget all this, and run inte every faſhionable 
folly? Will this be for thy reputation. or comfort ?” 
Let young perſons conſider the uſefulneſs and ho- 
Nour, for which their parents were eminent. Gon- 
remembers this, and they ſhould not forget it. 
Did not they do good in their places, and was it 
not well quith them? Were they not eſteemed and 
beloved? Do they not yet live creditably; or if 
they are dead, did they not die comfertably, and 
leave an honourable remembrance behind them? 
Were they not much lamerted by their relations, 
* /Jaying, ah! ny brother or ak! my ter 1 and by. 
their . neighbours and acquaintance, * /qying, al 4 
bord, or ah! his: glory (v. 18) which the prophet 
ſoretels ſhould. not be the caſe of this young apoſ- 
tate. And wilt thou Joſe that. character, which they 
ſupported, and forfeit the credit and honour which 
they enjoyed? — Let it be farther conſidered, -for - 
* it is, that ſo many forſake the good ways 
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of their" fathers : and fee whether the exchange will 
be to their honour, Is it not for the love of mo- 
ney, the love of pleaſare, or the acquaintance and 
eſteem. of perſons, who have few or no good qua- 
Hties? Perſons, whom their wiſer fathers would: 
have deſpiſed, and would have ſcorned to have 
been known for their acquaintance? And will this 
be to your honour in the eſteem of Gop ? Will 
this afford you comfort in the latter end, or ſecure 
veneration for your memory after your death * 
You muſt know and acknowledge, if conſcience be 
allowed to ſpeak, that it will not. But there is 
à more weighty thought than this, yet to be urged: 
and that is, if you act thus, you will forfeit the 
favour of Gop. There are terrible threateniogs in 
the context and other places of this prophecy, a- 
gainſt this wicked Jeloialim. All his wealth, pomp: 
and power could not ſhield bim from the judgments. 
of Gop, A few years after this prophecy, the 
king of Babylon ſeized him, and bound him in fet- 


ters to carry him to Babylon but, being releaſed: 


upon his promiſe of allegiance, ' he afterwards re- 
belled, was flain in a fally out of Feru/alem, and 
was buried with the burial of an aſs, drawn and 


caſt forth beyond 15 gates of Feru/alem,” (v. 19.) | 


and had no child to fit upon the throne of Da- 
vid +. If you forſake the religion of your pious 
anceſtors, it will be to your ſhame. Your conſci- 
ences will reproach you with zheir wile choice and 
regular conduct, as well as with your own ingra- 
titude, baſcneſs and folly, And your guilt and 
Condemnation will be increaſed, by the many un- 
* common 
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eommon and glorious. advantages, which you have 
enjoyed. A very judicious and pious divine, who 
had long made careful obſervations upon mankiad, 
declared, that he had ſcarce known a fingle in- 
ance of the degenerate child of a very holy man, 
but ſome ſignal mark of the divine difpleaſure was 
fixed upon him in ti, world; fo that all wiſe ob- 

' ſervers might ſee it and ſay, This is an AosTATE. 
In order that you may . eſcape ſuch a ſeries of 
dreadful evils, let me call upon you to * 4zow 
the Gap of your fathers, and to ſerve him with 
apright hearts and willing minds ;* to conſider what 
was juſt, pure, amiable, lovely, and of good report 
in them; to think of theſe things, and practiſe 
them ; * if thou /e God, he will be found of 
thee; but if thou for/ake him, he will caſt thee off 
for ever. To excite you to this pious care; to Cx» 
cite you all to be religious, let me intreat your far- 
ther attention to the laſt obſervation from the text, 
which is this, | 


„ IV. The way of religion is the way of wiſdom, 
honour and happineſs. 


This thought is evidently ſuggeſted in the text, 
by the encomiums, which the great Gop, the un- 
erring judge of worth and excellency, paſſeth upon 
good Jofiah. — The way of religion is the way of 
au dm. Jehoiakim thought himſelf very wile and 
very ſecure, and happy, becauſe he had built him 
a fine and ſtrong houſe. But Gos tells him, that 
he was deceiving himſelf, Thy father was a good 
man and a good king: And was not this to Are 
ae, faith the Lord?” He ſhowed that he had a 


"_ 
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right knowledge of God, of bis perfeQions and 
providence, becauſe: he was religious. And indeed 
none are troly wiſe, but who are truly good. The 
fear of the Lord, ſaith David, is the beginning 
of ai, a good wunderflanding bave all they, that 
do his commandments *.* With this the New: Tef- 
tament agreeth. Hereby we know that we 4now 
him, if we keep his commandments. - He that ſaith; 
1 know him and keepeth not his eommandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is net in him .“ Many 
think themſelves wiſer than their good fathers: 
and perhaps they may have juſter notions of reli- 
gion, and be more free from ſuperſtition and enthuſi- 
aſm, Vet, while they profeſs to know Gov, they 
may in works deny him, and love the -praiſe of 
man more tban the praiſe of Gop.“ And thus 
they prove that they are not ſo w/e as their fas 
thers. For right knowledge conſiſts in being reli- 
gious, and faithfully performing the duties of our 
ſeveral ſtations. * Is not this to &noaw me, faith the 
Lord ' — The way of religion is alſo the way of 
honour, This I have hinted at, under the former 
obſervation, concerniog the reproach of forſaking 
this way. Fofah was univerſally. eſteemed: while 
living, and much lamented when dead. The pro- 
phet Jeremia lamented for him, All Jzdak and 
Jeruſalem mourned for him, and made them an or- 
dinance in Iſrael, that his remembrance ſhould be 
kept up by ſome annual form of lamentation . 
Luxury and extravagance, ſplendour and ſhow, are 
not the way to be truly honourable. Many admire 
and compliment perſons who are remarkable for 
theſe 
. PL hel laſt, 7 1 John ii. 35 4. 1 2 Chron, xxxv. 25. 


Di. 7. d "fegentrate Son. 3 25 


thefe, - while yet they inwardiy deſpiſe them. The 
joſt, the generous, the friendly man; he who is 
rity religious, and ſoberly ſingular, and who ſtu- 
dies to do good to others, tho“ he hath a mean 
houſe,” and dreſſeth and liveth plain, this man will 
be held in reputation. One who lived in as grand 
a houſe and as moch ſplendour, as any man ever 
did, and was withal wiſer than any man, hach told 
us, and let us attend to his remark, * forget not 
the law but keep the commandment; and let mercy 
and truth never forſake thee. So ſhalt thou find 
favour and good wnderflanding in * Wen a 
n man *,* Onee more, 

The way of religion is the avay 1 mee 
10 the way to enjoy proſperity, and to have com- 
fort in it. —lt is the way to enjoy preſperity. Did 
not thy father do judgment and juſtice, and then 
it was avell with him?“ He repeats it again as a 
weighty thought, a powerful motive; then it was 
duell with him.“ This young prince thought him - 
ſelf ſafe and happy, becauſe he had a lately and 
ſtrong houſe. But, ſaith Gop, * ſhalt thou reign, 
becauſe thou cloſeſt thyſelf in cedar?? Will thy 
fine houſe be a caſtle to protect thee? No; thy fa» 
ther had a firmer foundation, a ſurer defence; even 
his piety and righteouſneſs. Gos bleſſed: ery with 
proſperity, * It was well with him,“ and with his 
ſubjects. And his violent death, tho”: it might ap- 
pear at firſt a mark of Gop's diſpleaſure, was in- 
ended as a token of his favour; ſor, he was 
taken away from the evil to come.“ Religion hath 
* n — on worldly proſperity. Piety, 
| any: 

® Prov, iii, 3, 4. 


16 PE Gov!s Expeſtulation with Dif. 1. 


diligence, temperance, chaſtity, and moderation, have- 
a gocd influence on the body, the mind, and the 
eſtate. By cultivating theſe graces, we ſhall enjoy. 
comfort in what we poſſeſs. * Did not thy father 
eat and drink?” Had he not a ſufficiency for him- 
ſelf; yea enough to be hoſpitable and charitable: 
with? or, (as that expreſſion rather ſignifies) had he 
not comfort in the enjoyments of life? Did he not. 
live chearfully, without diſtracting cares, and diſ. 
quieting fears? And will not this be our caſe,. 
Brethren, if we are truly religious? Shall we not 
thus have much. fatisfaftion in our enjoyments? 
Whatever our ſubſtance is, it will be a pleaſure. to 
vs to think, that it hath been honeſtly. gained ;. 
that it hath not been penuriouſly hoarded, nor ex- 
travagantly ſquandered, nor abuſed to ſenſual pur- 
poſes; but that we have been charitable, ſober and 
thankful. Thus we ſhall ſecure the bleſſing of 
Gop upon what we have, and enjoy good in our 
labours and poſfeflions. And it will afford us great 
comfort in the recollection, that we have done 
juſtice and loved mercy, and walked humbly' and 
thankfully with our God. 

Upon the whole, the way to be happy is to be 
good. Thus we fhall ſhine in ſubſtantial bonours, 
and enjoy rational and divine pleafures, While we 
do well, it will certainly be awell with us. If our 
views extended no fuither than the preſent life, it 
is our wiſdom and intereſt to be ſtedfaſtly religi- 
ous. But when we conſider ourſelves as in a ſtate 
of trial for another world, and that our future 
ſtate will be either happy or miſerable for ever, 

according 
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according to our preſent behaviour, it . muſt be the 
greateſt" folly. and madneſs to neglect religion, to 
ſactifice it to any thing elſe, or not to make it 
the main buſineſs of our lives. What man, there- 
fore, is he that deſireth life and would ſee good 
days, that would be truly wiſe, eminently honou- 
rable, and eternally bleſſed, let him depart from 
evil, and do good; for godlineſs hath the promiſe 
of the life that zow in, and of that 1 is to 


come. 
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ſons being long or Srequently abſent . 
from Home. | 


PaOVveRBS xxvii. 8. 


a a Bird that wanderethi from her . ft, ſo is 4 
Man that wanderetl from his Place, 


T is an obſerrariou'er? an ancient jewiſh writer, 

in the Apocrypha, and it is confirmed and ſealed 
by the ruin of thouſands, that he that deſpiſeth 
ſmall things, ſhall fall by little and little . This 
important remark is applicable to the affairs both 
of this world and of another. There are multitudes 
ruined for this world, by not calculating the amount 
of ſmall expences, and by throwing away fmall 


| Parcels of time. There are multitudes -ruined for 


another world, by allowing themſelves ſome indal- 
gences, which prudence ſhould reftraio; and by 
neglecting a religious care of themſelves and their 
families, in ſome inftances, which appear to them 
of little moment. Whereas nothing that affects our 
vs arti iatereſts can, ee e be FEES 

little. 

® Eccluf. xix, 1 
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little. Every thing that can influence the preſent 
temper and future ſtate of the ſoul, is weighty and 


important. Some things are indeed neceſſary tod 


the very being of religion ; others are ornamental 
to it; and perhaps _ neceſſary to promote our pro- 
greſs in it, and give it credit aad eſteem in the 
world: and to deſpiſe theſe, is the way to loſe all 
that we have gained, to contraſt bad habits, and 
by degrees to become looſe and abandoned. —I would © 
now apply theſe general remarks concerning the 
danger of deſpiſing ſmall things, to one particular 
inſtance; namely, that of perſons neglecting their 
proper buſineſs and wandering from home. This 
is the evil which Solomon points at in the text; 
where he obſerveth, * As a bird that . wandereth 
from her neſt, ſo is a man that wandereth from 
his place.“ This remark and ſentiment may appear 
indeed to ſome of no great moment, and ſcarcely 
| worthy of their ſerious regard. Yet, I hope the 
authority of the wiſeſt of men will concur with 
| what ſhall be ſaid for the illuſtration of it, to con- 
with them to the contrary. — Some interpret the 
Ws as a caution againſt quitting a ſtation, in 
h perſons are fixed; leaving any country where 
Bare ſettled; any trade or office in which they 
Need A leaving theſe raſhly; without at- 
tending, 18; heir conveniences as mall as their in- 


conveniences.” As this frequently ariſeth from an 
unſettled,  diſcontented ſpirit, ſuch perſons ſeldom 
mend their condition; but in every place and oc- 
cupation will be likely to meet with the fame 
difficulties or greater; and be expoſed to many new 
inconveniences, which they dig not expect. It is 
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indeed a maxim of great prudence not haſtily to 
quit that place or lation, in which Providence 
hath fixed us. The apoſtle Paal warns againſt this, 
when he ſaith, © Let every man abide in the /ame 
calling wherein ke was called +;' abide qvith GOD, 
as he afterwards expreſſeth it, or continue to act 
faithfully in it, as in the preſence of Gov. But 
there ſeems no reaſon for confining Solomon's remark. 
to this inſtance of prudence and daty. I apprehend 
that he cautions againſt a rambling diſpoſition in 
general: and it is juſtly applicable to the caſe of 
thoſe, who, tho' they do not quit the country or 

Ration in which they are fixed, yet are frequently 
abſent from their proper place, and do not pay a 
becoming attention to the duties of their ſtations 
and callings, And this interpretation beſt ſuits the 
compariſon in the former part of the text, — The 
words will therefore afford us 1 ufeſul obſerva» 
tion, 


That it is very inconvenient ood dangerous for 
& perſon to be long, or often, abſent from home, 


A bird that wandereth from her neſt, leaves 
her eggs unhatched, or ſtarves her young ones: or 
expoſeth them to be deſtroyed by many creatures, 
whom ſhe hath ſtrength to reſiſt, and from whom, 
had ſhe been near, ſhe might have fled to defend 
them t. She hath no opportunity of exerciſing that 
alloniſhing art and ſagacity, which many birds have, 
to deceire thofe, who approach their neſts, as they 
ſuppoſe, with an intention to plunder and deftroy 
them; and lead them to believe, that they are in 
+ 1 Cor, viii 20. I Ifai, xxxi. 5 
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| ſome other place. Beſides this injury to her neſt, 
ſhe herſelf is expoſed to birds of prey, and the arts 
of the fowler, which ſhe might have eſcaped, had 
me flayed on, or near, her neſt; or quickly returned 
to it. A lively emblem of that danger into which 
men run, when they are needleſsly 'abſent from 
home! Every perſon hath a proper place or ſtation 
in life; and ſome buſineſs to do, which requireth 
his attention and diligence. Every perſon hath alſo 
ſome connections with others; from whence ariſe 
certain duties, which ought to be diſcharged. There 
are various employments in life, which frequently 
call thoſe who are engaged in them from home; 
and they are in the way of their duty, while thus 
abſent from their families and ſtations. It is alſo 
neceſſary ſometimes, by way of relaxation and amuſe. 

ment, to change our place and company; for man 
was formed for ſociety, and not to live recluſe, 
and without converſe with ' others. To confine his 
converſe to one or two relations or intimate friends, 
is reſtraining his benevolence and pleaſure within 


narrow bounds, and with=holding thoſe ſervices 


which he might be doing to multitudes, Such a 


conduct would be diſhonourable to religion, and in- 
jorious to his own character; as it would be judged 
to proceed from pride or ill- nature, or a want of 
benevolence and humanity. But the contrary ſeems 
to be the extreme of the preſent day; and there» 
fore I would caution you againſt it, I would ad- 
dreſs the caution eſpecially to maſters and miſe 
treſſes of families, and to thoſe who have any 
particular occupations in life; that they do not 


ewander frem their place; or, in other words, that 


- 


they 
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they be not long and eften abſent from home, The 
evil conſequences. of which are theſe: They who 
wander from home, loſe many of the comforts of 
relative life; their domeſtick affairs ſuffer ;—a great 
deal of precious time is loſt ;—they are expoſed to 
many temptations—and it is eſpecially a { an Us 
drance to family-religion. 


1. They who wander from n home, loſe many re- 
lative comforts. 


Real love ſhould be the Wes detdes af every re- 
lation into which we enter by choice; and it ſhould 
be found in every natural relation. As there can 
be no rational pleaſure in any relation of liſe, 
without love, conſtant care ſhould be taken to che- 
riſh, ſtrengthen and increaſe it. Now nothing will 
be ſo likely to do this, as frequent converſe, anda 
conſtant ſeries of kind offices mutually exchanged. 
Theſe cement friendſhip and give relations a higher 
eſteem and affect ion for each other; eſpecially as 
they tend to their common advantage. Where per- 
ſons unneceſſarily wander abroad, and ſeem to think 
any place more agreeable than home, their rela-. 
tions there can ſcarcely help ſuſpecting, that they 
want that affection to them, which is deſirable, 
and which they probably deſerve. The natural con- 
ſequence of ſuch a ſuſpicion is, that their own af- 
fettion cools and decays, Hence proceed ſhyneſs 
and diſguſt, Whereas the enjoyment of each others 
company, and thereby diſcerning the excellency of 
ſome qualities and diſpoſitions, which appear in pro- 
portion to intimacy, will increaſe reſpect and de- 
light. Again, — who are much at mms are 
gt free 
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free from. ſeeing and bearing certain occurrences 
that may give them uneaſineſs: this they ſometimes 
bring home with them, and ſpread it thro* the 
whole family, and ſo embitter the comfort of it. 
A heathen philoſopher obſerves, that wanderers 
about have many acquaintance, , but few friends . 
Thus, as a means to render life comfortable, amidſt 
the various vanities that attend it, Solomon gives 
this advice; eat thy bread with joy, drink thy 
wine with a merry heart; and ive joyfully with the 
wife whom thou loveſt ;“ and endeavour that no- 
thing may interrupt the chearfulneſs. 


2. The domeſlick affairs of wanderers greatly 
ſuffer, - | 


David deſcribes it as part of the character of a 
good man, that he guideth his affairs with di ſcre- 
tion l. He reflects before-hand what will be the 
eonſequence of his ſchemes and actions. Solomon 
often exhorts men to be. diligent in their buſineſs ; 
to riſe early; to apply cloſely to their proper work, 
He exhorts the huſbandman, for inſtance, * to be 
diligent to 4zow the ſtate of his flocks, and to /ook 
ayell to his herds $.* When perſons are abſent from 
home, their work often ſtands ſtill, or goes on very 
indifferently. If a tradeſman accuſtoms himſelf to 
leave his ſhop or compting-houſe, to frequent ale- 
houſes, or even keep what may be called good com- 
pany ; if he is ready to go out with every idle 
perſon that calls on him; to join every party of 
pleaſure, or purſue ſome unprofitable amuſement, 
he is in the likely * to come to n If be 


+ hw; 4 Fecl, ix, 9, | Plalm cx, 5, * EE 
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is no where to be found; when cuſtomers want him, 
or is gone abroad when he ſhould be at his poſt; 
they will think themſelves neglected, have a very 


ill opinion of his prudence and attention, and de- 


cline having any dealings with him. While the 


| maſter is abſent, the ſervants are often idle, or 


nod over their work, They have opportunities to 
ſteal and defraud, or ſpend their maſter's time 
with company, as ſlothful and diſſolute as them- 
ſelves. Whereas, if maſters would be more at home, 
and would work themſelves, when their buſineſs 
will permit it, or over-look what is going on; 
it would have a happy influence both on the ſkill 
and the diligenee of their apprentices ; and indeed 
this is but juſtice to thoſe, whom they have en- 
gaged to teach their 'trade, Many inconveniences 
ariſe, when miſtreſſes of families are fond of viſiting 


and wanderipg about; particularly when they leave 
their families in an evening and ſtay out late at 


night: but more eſpecially when they fall into the 
pernicious practice of frequenting the play-houſe, 
and publick aſſemblies. Thus waſte and confu- 
fion enter into their houſes, and they lay before 
their ſervants temptations to be idle and extrava- 


gant. It is part of the character of the virtuous 


woman, that * ſhe provideth meat for her family; 
that ſhe /ooketh cvell to the ways of her houſhold, 
and eateth not the bread of idleneſs f.“ A caution 
upon this head is eſpecially proper for young tradeſ- 
men and houſe-keepers, Peculiar diligence in their 
affairs, frugality in their expences and ſolicitude to 
oblige others, are neceſſary for them, if they would 
thrive in the world; and Ae honourably and com- 
| TR 
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fortably. — Let me add, under this head, that it 
is particularly inconvenient, for the maſter and miſ- 
treſs of a family to be abroad together for any long 
time; and there ought to be peculiar care, that 
one ſhould attend to domeſtick concerns, while the 
other is neceſſarily abſent on account of buſineſs 
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or health. Solomon repreſents it as the character of 


a bad wife, that her feet abide not in her houſe. 
Now ſhe is without, now in. the frreets; tho! the 
good man was not at home, but gone a long jour- 
ney 1. On the contrary, he obſerveth concerning the 
virtuous woman, that * the heart of her huſband ſafely 
traſtetli in her, while he is abſent from home, and 


he ſhall have no need of ſpoil” to enrich himſelf t. 


3. A great deal of precious time is loſt by. wan- 
dering from home, 


There are very few who are ſuliciently ſenſible 
of the value of time, and of the ſtrict account which 
will at laſt be demanded, . how it hath been em- 
ployed. There are many who are obliged to go 
abroad upon their lawful buſineſs, yet they ſtay 
much longer than is needful. They trifle at every 
place where they come, and muſt chat with every 
perſon, who hath as little prudence as them- 
ſelves, There are many who need f:equent relax- - 
ations. for their health; but think tat an excuſe 
for taking more than they need; till the fatigue. 
injures them, more than the relaxation profits them. 
Thus a trifling, iadolent habit is contracted. If 


| Perſons” neceſſary buſineſs doth not require conſtant 


application, they have important work of other 
+ 38 C kinds 
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kinds to erb themſelves to: as reading, medila-. 
ting, praying; viſiting the ſick, helping their neigh· 
bours, and the like. No one wha is truly. wiſe- 


and thoughtful, will find time hang heavy on his 


Bands, or want ſauntering and amuſement to kill 
it. Yet how many hours are ſpent by heads of: 
families and perſons in buſineſs, of which they- 
can give no good account! Had theſe hours been 
ſaithfully redeemed, it would have tended to the 
increaſe of their ſubſtance, or the 1 improvement of 
their. minds, or the comfort of their families, on the- 
advantage of the publick. It is ſeldom that perſons 
can find uſeful employment any, where but at home, 
and when engaged in their proper buſineſs. 


q Wanderers are expoſed to many 9 
which ought to be avoided. | 


The apoſtle Pau! obſerves concerning the young 
women, and I hope they will attend to his remark, 
that they are in danger of * nt to be idle, 


avandering about from houſe to houſe :* and the con- 


ſequence of that love of viſiting and wandering is, 
* that they become ratlers alſo and Bug- bodies, ſpeak- 


ing things which they ought not . When perſons 


wander from home, they become a prey to Satan: 
"they are often ſeduced by vile and worthleſs men, 


and led to drink to exceſs, or to game. Thoſe 


who are very fond of company and viſiting, for 
want of heads or hearts for better converſation, 


rake into the character of their neighbours, become 
| fanderers and falſe accuſers, and. ſpeak evil of 


others. Hence tea table ſcandal is be come a pro- 
| verb, 
F 1 Tim. v. 13, 


Diſ. 2. frequent ab/mnce from Home. . E. 
verb, and thouſands of characters are daily facti- 
ficed upon that altar. By frequent wandering about, 
perſons contract a diſinclination to labour; they 
have no heart to their work; and they are weary 
with a few minutes application. They alſo do in» 
Jury to others, by drawing off their diligent neigk- 
bours from their buſineſs, or furniſhing inferiours 
with an excuſe for indolence and wandering. © When 
perſons are fond of cultivating a large acquaintance; 
are taken up in collecting and retailing news; 
rambling from place to place, fram company to 
company ; pleaſed' to be any where rather. than at 
home; employed about any thing rather than their 
own buſineſs, and to converſe with any perſons - 
rather than themſelves, it hath a very ill aſpe& on 
their temporal affairs: but it is next to impoſſible 
they ſhould improve in the knoniedge of Gob and 
their own hearts, or that the othes world ſhoold 
gains upon hk abs; when their time is almoſt 


all devoted to the Nee and avocations of N "of 
Once- more, 


5. Wandering from home is a great hindrance to 
family religion, 


Every houſe aught to be a church, in W re · 
ligious inftrution ſhould be given to the family, 
and religrous worſhip paid to Gon, every morning 
and evening. Every chriſtian. family ſhoald be a 
nurſery for heaven. But how can this be the caſe, 
where the members of it, eſpecially the heads, war 
der about; ſpend their evenings ſrom home, and 
tarry at their viſits or diverfions till almoſt: mid. 
vight, or paſt it? The conſequence of this is, that 

C 2 | family 
1 Grove, 
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family duty is entirely neglected; or hurried over 
in a cold, formal, ſleepy manner, It is alſo ſhort- 
ened, and reading the ſeriptures, and ſinging the 
praiſes of Gos are quite omitted. In conſequence 
of heads of families lying long in bed, which is 
much the ſame as being abroad, the ſervants are 
obliged to be in the ſhop or abroad at their work, 
and the children at ſchool, before family duty is 
performed; or if they keep late hours, the young 
branches of their families are in bed bes the ſea- 
ſon of worſhip, er, which is worſe, aſleep at it.— . 
Further, in families where religious worſhip is daily 


uſed, there are, I fear, few miſtreſſes, who will per- 


form that ſervice, when their huſbands are abroad, 
tho' it is evidently their duty; which is another 
reaſon why the caution in the text ſhould be at- 
tended to by maſters of families. Auother reaſon 
of this kind is; men in buſineſs, mechanicks and 
labourers ſeldom have leiſure, except in an even- 
ing, to hear their children read and to converſe with 
them upon uſeful ſubjeas, in order to improve their 
underſtandings and their tempers. This ought to 
be part of their daily employment: therefore they 
ſhould very ſeldom ſpend their evenings abroad. 
Needleſs abſence from home, and a neglect of hav- 


| Ing fixed hours for family worſhip, as there are for 


meals, throw all into confuſion. * Good orders in a 


| houſehold, and regular hours for all the duties and 


engagements of life, give beauty and ornament to 
life itſelf. Such a family, appears like a Bethel, 
a houſe of Gop, and the Lord himſelf delights to 
dwell in it +.'—Theſe are the chief i inconveniences 
and 

+ Watts, 
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and bad conſequences of perſons being long and 
often abſent from home. - They loſe many relative 


comforts— their domeſtick affairs greatly ſuffer - much 


precious time is loſt—they are expoſed to many 
temptations, which ought to have been avoided, 
—and it is a great hindrance to family religion.— 


Let me add ſome inferences and advices grounded 


upon this ſubject. 


APFFLICATEO KM 


I. Let us all apply theſe thoughts to ourſelves, and 
enquire how far we are conceraed in this admoni- 
tion. | | 


I know, that the circumflances or occupations 
of many call them frequently abroad; but I would 
intreat ſuch carefully and uprightly to enquire, as 
in the ſight of God, whether they are not eftener 
and longer from their families, than need requires ? 
Whether it be their care, when neceſſarily called 
abroad, to return home as ſoon as poſſible? Whe- 
ther, for inſtance, ſome who are obliged frequently 
to attend fairs and markets, return to their houſes 
ſo ſoon as they ought? Whether they are not too 
inquiſitive about news and trifles; and often tempted 
to fit drinking in company, ſometimes | fear to ex- 
ceſs, when they ſhould be at their proper work? 
Whether ſome who are obliged to attend meet» 
ings about trade or other important concerns, or 
to call upon their neighbours in the way of buſi - 
neſs, do not ſtay longer, than the buſineſs requi- 
reth, and ſo waſte their own time and that of others, 
and * themſelves to many temptations ? Let 
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family duty is eatively neglected; or hurried over 
in a cold, formal, ſleepy manner. It is alſo ſhort- 
ened, and reading the ſcriptures, and ſinging the 
praiſes of Gos are quite omitted. In conſequence 
of heads of families lying long in bed, which is 
much the ſame as being abroad, the ſervants are 
obliged to be in the ſhop or abroad at their work, 
and the children at ſchool, before family duty is 
performed; or if they keep late hours, the young 
branches of their families are in bed before the ſea- 
ſon of worſhip, er, which is worſe, aſleep at it.— 
Further, in families where religious worſhip is daily 
uſed, there are, I fear, few miſtreſſes, who will per- 
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form that ſervice, when their huſbands are abroad, 


tho' it is evidently their duty; which is another 
reaſon why the caution in the text ſhould be at- 
tended to by maſters of families. Auother reaſon 
of this kind is; men in buſineſs, mechanicks and 
labourers ſeldom have leiſure, except in an even- 
ing, to hear their children read and to converſe with 
them upon uſeful ſubje&s, in order to improve their 
underſtandings and their tempers. This ought to 
be part of their daily employment: therefore they 
ſhould very ſeldom ſpend their evenings abroad. 
Needleſs abſence from home, and a neglect of hav- 


| Ing fixed hours for family worſhip, as there are for 


meals, throw all into confuſion. * Good orders in a 
houſehold, and regular bours for all the duties and 
engagements of life, give beauty and ornament to 
life itſelf. Such a family, appears like a Bethel, 
a houſe of Gop, and the Lord himſelf delights to 
dwell in it +.'—Theſe are the chief i inconveniences 
and 

+ Watts, 
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and bad conſequences of perſons being long and 
often abſent from home. - They loſe many relative _ 


 comforts—their domeſtick affairs greatly ſuffer — much 


precious time 1s loſt—they are expoſed to many 
temptations, which ought to have been . avoided, 
—and it is a great hindrance to family religion.— 
Let me add ſome inferences and advices grounded 
upon this ſubject. 


APPLICATION 


1. Let us all apply theſe thoughts to ourſelves, and 
enquire how far we are Conceraed in this admoni- 
tion. 


I know, that the a RH or occupations 
of many call them frequently abroad ; but I would 
intreat ſuch carefully and uprightly to enquire, as 
in the ſight of Gop, whether they are not eftener 
and longer from their families, than need requires ? 
Whether it be their care, when neceſſarily called 
abroad, to return home as ſoon as poſſible? Whe- 
ther, for inſtance, ſome who are obliged frequently 
to attend fairs and markets, return to their houſes 
ſo ſoon as they ought? Whether they are not too 
inquiſitive about news and trifles; and often tempted 
to fit drinking ta company, ſometimes | fear to ex- 
ceſs, when they ſhould be at their proper work? 
Whether ſome who are obliged to attend meet» 
ings about trade or other important concerns, or 


to call upon their neighbours in the way of buſi - 


neſs, do not ſtay longer, than the buſineſs requi- 
reth, and ſo waſte their own time and that of others, 
and expoſe themſelves to many temptations? Let 

1 | EE 
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the female part of my hearers erquire, whether 
thoſe viſits, which cuftom hath rendered neceſſary 
to civility and good neighbourhood, are not too 
Frequent, too Jong, and too la e? And whether they 
do not often ſee this, by finding not only miſ- 
management at home, but their own ſpirits leſs 
fit for meditation and devotion, or perhaps utterly 
unfit for them? Theſe are not ſmall evils, Brethren, 
whatever you may apprehend ; and they will i- 
creaſe unto more ungodlineſs; and by degrees you 
will become triflers for this world and another. I 
exhort you all, therefore, to be upon your guard 
againft ſuch irregolarities, —] muſt add another im- 
portant caution under this head. It is much to be 


feared, that ſrequent meetings on week days, for hear- 


ing occaſional ſermons, for prayer, conference, and 
other exerciſes of the religious kind, are little bet- 
ter than /olemn triflings And I have known 272 
to whom thoſe words migbt | juſily be applied, 

are idle, ye are idle therefore ye ſay; Let us = 
and facrifice to our Goo T.“ Thus many are called, 
c from their praper buſineſs: and thoſe who are 
moſt zealous for theſe exerciſes do, and muſt, 
ſaamefull) neglect the duties of their families and. 
callings; and therefore cannot pleaſe the GOD of 

exder. While others, who from conſcience towards. 
Gov, ſeldom attend them, but ſanctify the fabbath,, 
daily and regularly perform family werſhip, ſocial du- 
ties, and the buſineſs of their proper ſtations, are ap- 
proved in his fight, and even by judicious and ſerious 
Ehriftians, and do moch more horour to religion, 


0 e thing 1s beautiful in #14 ſeafon,” Let us all 


Endeavour; 


4 Exod, . v. I7e. 
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endeavour to cultivate à diligent, cite "ſpirits, to 
have the utmoſt regularity and good order in 
our families; that we may adora the chriſtian doc- 
trine; be honourable in the eyes of the world; 
find every religious habit ſtrengthening; ſee all 
about us regular and ſober, and at length riſe to 
the well-ordered family in heaven. 5 Wh 


2: It is of importance for young people to eul⸗ 
tivate a habit of ſtaying at home. 


Some diverſions and relaxations are neceſſary for. 


children and youth. But it is a very ill fign, if 


they are never eaſy but when abroad, or at play; 
x they are uneaſy and out of temper, when they 
are confined at home, to work or to read. It is 
an inſtance of parental wiſdom to reſtrain children 
from ſuch exceſſes; remembring that they are other- 
wiſe contracting a bad habit, which it will be ex- 
tremely difficult, if not 1 to cure. The 


neceſſary confinement, to which they mult ſubmit, 


when they go abroad into the world, to ſchool, 
or to be ſervants and apprentices, will be peculi- 
arly grievous to them. Parents ſhould endeavour 
to find ſome various, and, as far as may be, agree- 
ae employments for their children at home, to- 
prevent their becoming wild, idle and untractable. 
I muſt caution the younger women alſo upon this 
head ; that they reſtrain their love of company and 
diverſions, and keep it within due bounds; that 
they may have time to be helpful to their parents, 
to contribute to the welfare and order of the fa- 
mily, and to improve their own hearts. Frequent. 
ing publick places and aſſemblies, multiplied as 
| C4 they 
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they are, hath this ill effect, among many others; 
that it maketh home irkſome; and thereby ſach | 
ramblers expoſe themſelves to many | dangers and 
temptations, as well as to the contempt of the wiſe 


and the ſober. Thoſe are likely to make very bad 


wives and miſtreſſes of families, and to have very 
diſorderly houſes, whoſe ſingle ſtate is ſo very ir- 
regular and diſorderly. I exhort ſich therefore, in 
the language of the apoſtle, to be diſcreet and 
chafle;' and in order to that, to be keepers at home,” 
or as the original is, * Jowers of their own houſes ; 
that the word of God be not blaſphemed +,” 


3. It is peculiarly bad in ſervants to wander 
from their place. 


For, beſides the other evils attending it, as men- 
tioned above, it is in them injuſtice and infide- 
lity. Their time is their maſter's; and for them to 
be gadding about, when they ſhould be at their 
work, taking care of the families where they live, 
and ſome way or other promoting the intereſts of 


them, is very wicked in the fight of Gop: it is a 


violation of his law, as well as diſhoneſt to thoſe 
that hire them, To ſpend an hour or two on an 
errand, which might be diſpatched in a few mi- 
nutes; to be curious to know every thing rela- 
ting to the town and neighbourhood and to tell it 
again, diverts them from their buſineſs, and makes 
them unfaithful to Gop and man. Their work is 
neglected; their maſters and miſtreſſes are juſtly diſ- 
pleafed; and, as a conſequence of this idle trifling _ 


ſpirit, aneaſineſs and differences ariſe in families 
and 


＋ Titus U, 5. 
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and the peace and comfort of them is deſtroyed. 
I exhort ſervants therefore, in the language of the 
apoſtle, that they be obedient to their own maſters ; 
endeavouring to pleaſe them well in all things; do- 
ing ſervice heartily as to the Lord; not with eye 
fervice; and ſhewing all good #a:/-1y, that they may 
adorn the doctrine of Gop our ſaviour in all 
things “. ' + We may infer, 


4. Relations ſhould endeavour to make home 
agreeable to one another. i 


This would prevent many of the evils, which I 

have been reproving. Let huſbands, for inſtance, 

4 Fes 
* Col iii. 23. Titus ii. 10. 
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I Shall 1 be allowed, in this connection, to hint to the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel, who are more immediately the ſervants of 
Gor: and our Lord -Jeſus Chriſt, how much it is their duty to 
be peculiarly ſolicitous, that they do not wander from thetr place, 
nor ever .leave their ſtudies and flocks, but when it is quite 
neceſſary? Great caution. and reſolution are needful, eſpecially 
for young miniſters, that they attend to their proper duties; and 
decline, as far as poſſible, all invitations which may divert them 
from the faithful diſcharge of them. Nothing can be more on- 
temptible in the character of a miniſter, than a readineſs to be, 
as one emphatically exprefleth it, the make-ww-;g/r of every com- 
pany, - Thoſe who ſeem moſt fond of the agreeable companion, | 
will deſpiſe the divine. Let me enforce this impu: tant caution by 
the example of that learned, judicious and emineatly pious mi- 
niſter, Mr. Abernetby. His biographer ſaith 5 „Mr. Aternethy did 
not go much into mixed company, when the buſineſs of his ſta. 
tion did not call him to it. He often ſaid * as converſation was 
conducted, he bad little ſatisfaction in it,” lie taerc:ore ſtayed | 
much at home and applied himſelf to ſtudy. This was not 


: owing 
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as St. Paul exhotts,” © Howe their wives; and not be- 
une "ag aint” them,” and tyrannize over them fe. 
Let wives be erreful thut they do not make home 
diſagreeable to their huſbands, by an angry, peeviſh, 
and fretful ſpirit. Fhis is, according to Colemen's- 
| beautiful ſrmilitude juſt after the text, like a. 
| continual dropping in a rainy day.” When a man's. 
wife is contentious, it is as when lis hauſe raineth 
in; he cannot ſtay at home with comfort or quiet; 
Let this then, (to uſe the words of the poet I, 


4 This be the female Ag and praiſe, 

| Ta give ſociety. its higheſt taſte; | 
1 Well order'd home, man's beſt delight to make, 
And ſweeten all the toils of human life.“ 


Let: 
1 Col; iii. 19. || Thomſon. 
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owing to any thing four or unſociable in his temper; for he 
had a taſte for converſation, and was of a moſt chearful as well 
as affectionate fpirit; but to a perſuaſon,. that moſt of the time 
ſpent in company was loft, at leaſt might be much better employed. 
He was perſuaded that when a habit of paſſing time in a trifling 
manner was contracted, it muſt have a bad effect upon the mind ;. 
vnbending it too much, and begetting an indojſence, by which. 
men were rendered averſe to application and in ſome meaſure in- 
capable of its He thought that, cf all men, miniſlers had moſt 
reaſon to guard againſt this; as it was more particularly rherr duty 
to preſerve the mind always in an aptitude for the beſt exerciſes,. 
and to avoid every thing, which had a tendency to. diſſipate the 
vigour of it: obſerving likev He, that where the taſte of the com- 
_ pany was ſuch, that they could not manage converſation, ſo as to 
render it 88 men of ſenſe and good affoctions, that dignity 
of character, which they ought always carefully to maintain, muſt 
ſuffer dy it. Abernerhy's Poſt, Serm, v. *. pref, p. 79, 


Dif. 2. frequent. abence ſtem. Home. 
Let parents endeavour: to be agreeable:companions 
to their children, and not, by à tyrannical, auſtere 
bebarioor, lead them to hate home; or create, ſuch 
an awe and terror in them, as mall make them 
prefer any company to that of their parents. Let 
maſters and miſtreſſes treat their ſervants kindly, 
and not make their lives bitter by hard bondage 1˙ 
or reproachful and inſulting words. Let all rela- 
tions, and others who live together, ſtudy to ren- 
der themſelves agreeable to each other; that they 
may take pleaſure in one another's company; that 
home may be the place of their principal delight,. 
and that they may never occaſionally quit it, with- 
out finding the pleaſure of returning to it increaſed 
in proportion to the time of their abſence from it.“ 
We infer from the whole, 


6. How bad mult it be to wander from the houſe - 
of Gow! | 


We are all members of God's family. We are 
by profeſſion his children and ſervants. As immor- 
tal creatures his houſe is our home in this world. 
There are ſtated ſeaſons of attending it. There every 
one hath, or ſhould have, a place. Every good man 
* /oveth the habitation of Gop's houſe,” When we 
are neceſſarily detained from it, we mould earneſtiy 
deſire and long to return; ſaying when ſhall 1 
come and appear before Gop f! To wander from 
his houſe, to * forſake the aſſembling ef yourſelves 
together,” is diſhonourable and affronting .to him. 
It is unjuſt, unkind, and diſcouraging to chriſtian 
| C6 | miniſters, 

4 Exod, i. 14. 


35- 


35 De Incondenienct o Diſ. 2. 


miniſters, It is injurious to yourſelves; loſing all 
the advantages of publick worſhip and inſtruction. 
It is weakening the credit of religion; ſetting a 
bad example before others; and diſqualifying you 
| for the buſineſs and bleſſedneſs of Gov's up- 
per family in heaven. — To this I would add, that 
it is the duty of chriſtians ſtatedly and regularly 
to attend zheir own place of worſhip, or with that 
ſociety of chriſtians, to which they have thought 
it right to join themſelves. This is, on many ac- 
counts, an important duty. It is an act of reſpect, 
and indeed of juſtice, to their paſtors and an en- 
couragement to them in their work. It is ſetting 
a good example before their families and fellow- 
chriſtians, It is the way to gain a clearer know- 
ledge of the truths and duties of the goſpel and 
to become judicious and eſtabliſhed chriſtians. Thus 
likewiſe they are moſt likely to obtain the aſſiſtance 
and bleſſing of Gop, who is not the author of 
confuſion, but of order and peace. Whereas they 
who are frequently © wandering from their place; 
from one place of worſhip to another, to indulge 
their curioſity, gratify their love of novelty and 
variety, and pleaſe their itching ears ||,” grow wiſe 
in their own conceits, They become fond of talk. 
ing and diſputing about religious ſentiments; con- 
tract a cenſorious ſpirit and defeat the great end 
of preaching and all divine ordinances, — It was a 
clauſe in the covenant, which Nehemiah and the 
Ißaelites made, after their return from Babylon, 
We will not for/ake the houſe of our Goo *. 

| | Let 

2 Tim. iv. 3. ® Nehem. x. 29. 
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Let us make this reſolution and keep it: often ex- 
preſſing our regard to the ſolemn aſſembly in the 
devout language of David, with which [ conclude ; 

„One thing have I deſired of the Lord, that will 
I ſeek after; that I may dwell in the houſe of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty 
of the Lord, and to gaquire his wil in his tem- 


ple f. 
| t Pſalm xvii. 4+ 
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2 T1iMOTHYs ii. 8. 


Remember that TFeſus Chrift of the feed* of os. 
wat raiſed from the dead, according to my gYpel. 


HE apoſtle Peter repreſents it as the deſign of 
both his epiſtles, to * tir op the pure minds 


of chriſtians by way of remembrance +.” The pureſt 


minds need to be thus ſtirred up; and it is the bu- 


| fineſs of chriſtian miniſters to endeavour, that thoſe 


to whom they addreſs, may have the great truths. 
and duties of religion always in their remembrance, 
I would therefore this day, Brethren, remind you of 
him, of whom, if you are chriſtians indeed, you love 
to hear, and whoſe goſpel is a doctrine according 
to godlineſs. I would call upon you to remember 


Jeſus Chriſt your Lord and Saviour, and addreſs you 


in the language of the text. The apoſtle Paul's 
deſign in this epiſſle was to animate his ſon Timothy 
to all the duties, avd encourage him under all the 
difficulties and ſufferings, of the chriſtian life, and 
| miniſterial 
+ 2 Pet, iii. 1. 
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miniſterial office. Among other directions and mo- 
tives for this purpoſe, he exhorts him in the text 
(as we render it) to remember that Jeſus Chriſt: 
of the ſeed of David, was raifed from the dead; 
according to his gofpel.” But I think, inſtead of coa- 
| fing his views tothe reſurtection of Chriſt, an event 
which it was hardly poſſible for Timorhy to forget, 
the apoſtle intends it as a more general. precept, and it 
would be better rendered, remember Jeſus- Chritt. 
of the ſeed of David, who was raifed from the dead 
according to my goſpel,” In this view it appears 
a precept of great extent, and: general uſe: and if 
it were duly regarded, would be as (erviceable, as. 
any ſingle precept in the New Teſtament, to pro- 
mote the life of. religion in our ſouls, My buſineſs 
will 1 in a few words, 


. To ittuftrate the exhortation, and then, 


I. To enforce it; or urge upon you and myſelf 
a ſerious, habitual remembrance of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
give you my beſt afliftance, in order to your main» 
taining it. 


J. 1 am to illuſtrate the exhortarion, to en 


Now this ſappoſeth ſome acquaintance with bim: : 
for we cannot with any propriety be called 

to remember what we know nothing of, It coppoterk 
chat we have been inſtructed in the principles 'of 
his goſpel, and know his hiſtory in the general, 
This may reaſonably be taken for granted, conſider- 
ing that we make profeſſion of his religion, have 
wh New Teſtament in our bands, and attend chtiſt- 
ian 3 To remember Jeſus d is to keep 


up 
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vpn JaZitud! remembrance of him: not merely to- 
recollect him, and think of him, now and then, 
at ſome ſolemn ſeaſons, as on the Lord's Day, and 
when we attend on the Lord's Supper; but to main- 
tain, as far as may be, a conſtant remembrance of 
him. We are, as the apoſtle exhorts, to “ confider / 
Jeſus Chriſt, the apoſtle and high prieſt of our pro- 
feſſion : to fix our thoughts upon him, and apply 
the mind to a cloſe, affectionate contemplation. of 
him. In order to this, it is our duty to enlarge 
our acquaintance with him; to grow in the know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt ;? to account all other know- 
ledge as tiifling, as loſs, when compared with the 
excellent knowledge of Chriſt. What we know of 
him, we are to think of; and make it ſo familiar 
to the mind, that it may eaſily and often occur. 
We are to enter cloſely into his character and of- 
fices, his doctrines and commands, his promiſes and 
threatenings: to view him carefully in the ſeveral 
lights in which he is repreſented in ſcripture, - and: 
to keep always in mind the ideas, which are there 
given of him; and more eſpecially, when we join 
in publick worſhip, or pray to our father in ſe- 
cret, — But, as our text ditects us, we are parti- 
cularly to remember him as he ſee of David; a 
deſcendant of that royal houſe; as the promiſed 
Meſſiah; fulklling that prophecy of Jaiah, there 
ſhall come forth a rod out of the ſtem of Jeſe, and 
a branch ſhall grow out of his roors. In him hall the 
gentiles truſt, and his reſt ſhall be glorious 1.“ We 
are to remember him, as Jeſus, the Saviour; as 
Chriſt, the anointed of the Lord; to whom all the 


prophets ; 
+ Heb. iii · 1 2 Ia. xi. 1, 10. Rom. xv. 12, 
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prophets bore witneſs; Who compleatiy anſwered 
the character and deſcription. they gave of him, and 
whom the lews expected —We are likewiſe to re- 
member that he ated. This is pre- ſuppoſed, when 
the apoſtle ſpeaks of his being raiſed from the dead. 
We are to keep in remembrance what death he 
died, even the painful, ſhameful death of the croſs : 
and for what ends he died, namely, to atteſt and 
confirm the truth and divine authority of his doc- 
trine; to ſet us an example of obedience and pa- 
tience; but more eſpecially, to make an atonement 
for our fins, remove the obſtructions which were in 
the way of our obtaining pardon and acceptance 
with Gop; to manifeſt the evil of ſin, the juſtice 
and the grace of Gov; and to obtain everlaſting 
ſalvation for us. — We are likewiſe ſeriouſly to re- 
member and conſider, that he was raiſed from the 
dead: that Gop did not leave him in the grave, 


nor ſuffer his holy one to ſee corruption;' but on | 


the third day raiſed him up, having looſed the 
bonds of death, and afterwards received him to 
glory. We are to remember the circumſtances that 
did honour to his reſurrection; the earthquake; the 
deſcent of the angels, and the reſurrection of ſone 
ſaints with him, We are to keep in mind the 
abundant evidence we have of his refurrection; in 
the teſtimony of the guards; of the women; eſpe- 
cially of the apoſtles and many chriſtians, who ſaw 
him alive by many infallible proofs ; converſed with 
him forty. days, and confirmed the truth of their 
teſtimony by maoy glorious. miracles. All this St. 
Paul exhorts Timothy to remember, accerding 10. his 
ceſßel. that is, the goſpel of Chriſt, which St. had” 

preached. | 
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| preached :- the ſubſtance of which is, that Jeſus is 
the promiſed Mefliah, that he died for our fins and 
roſe again for our juſtiſication; to give us the clear- 
eſt evidence, that there is ' another life after | this, 
and that all faithful chriſtians ſhall be raifed from 
the dead, and inherit eternal life. Thus, my Bre- 
thren, are we to remember Jeſus Chriſt, eſpecially 
theſe. important particulars relating to him, and 
endeavour to have them familiar to our minds. 
Jam, | W 


II. To enforce this exhortation, | 


01 urge upon you and mylelf, a ferious kabituat | 
remembrance of "Chriſt. And here let me tutreat 
you to conſider the following (particulars :—How wor- 
thy be is of our remembrance, —How 'prone we are 
to forget him. — How many gractous memorials ke 
hath left us of bimſelf. — That if we forget him, 
he will forget us — And that dur "remembrance df 


bim will be attended with the moſt kr warne 
n, Let ba, 


1. Chulides, kew very he is ef dor —.— 


brance s. 
| * 


And that, on account of bis -Ggviey and the 42 
celleaey of bis character, the greatficſs of his love 
to us. and his conſtant and kind remembrance of us. 
— His dionity and the excellency of his. eharafter de- 
mand our affectionate remembrance of him, He is. 
the onl / begotten. of the Father; the brigbtneſs. 
of his glory, and che expreſs image of his perſon 
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by whom he made. the worlds,“ and whom all the 
angels of God, thoſe bright and glorious ſpirits, 
| reverence and obey. And ſhall we not remember a 
being of ſo much eminence, and with whom we. 
are fo cloſely connected, as he is the governour of 
the world, and all power in beaven and earth is 
committed to him? But it is not ſo much high 
rank and great power, as wiſdom, purity and good» 
neſs, that claim veneration and efteem. Let vs con- 
ſider Chriſt then, as, in all moral excellency, the 
| brighteſt image of the inviſible and perfect Goo ; 
as holy, n undefiled ;* as © Jeſus. Chriſt the 
righteous ;? who is not only higher but purer than 
the angels, and is the beloved of the Father, full 
of grace and truth.“ And ſhall we fotget ſo re- 
nowned a character; ſo bright a pattern of every 
thing amiable and good ? But as our minds are 
more affeded with a ſenſe of. perſonal obligaticns,. 
than a view of diſtinguiſhed excellency, let us con- 
nder, —the greatne/s of his love to us. * He remem- 
bered us in our low eſtate.” He knew from what. 
a ſiate of innocence, peace, and happineſs, man felliz ; 
into what a diſtreſsful, helpleſs condition we were- 
" ſank by fin, and. what dreadful, endleſs miſery was. 
before us. His eye pitied us, and te came down. 
from beaven. and died to ſave us. Herein is love,” 
vnequalled. love, that he gave himſelf a factifice for 
aur fins, ard died the death of the creſs, that we- 
might not periſh. for ever, but be raiſed to eternal. 
life. Conſider farcker, — how kindly he „u re nem. 
bers vs, He owns a near relation to us, unworthy, 
as *. are z. and 0 is not aſhamed to call us re- 


alen, And mall we forget a truker ? One, of. 
| ; whom. 
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whom we are members; eren * members. of his 
body, his fleſh, and his bones +;* taken into the 
moſt intimate union with him? Tho? he hath left 
this world and is gone to heaven, apd is there 
crowned: with glory and honour, yet he is not for- 
getful of us. He employs himſelf there for our 
good. And as the Jewiſh high prieſt bore the 
names of all the tribes of J/rae/ on his breaſt 
plate, ſo Chriſt beareth the names of all his people 
upon his heart, He ever liveth to plead their 
cauſe, and * maketh continual interceſſion for them.“ 

He is always near to his faithful ſervants by his 
ſpirit ; to guide, protect, comfort, and bleſs them. 
He views their temptations and dangers with a 
tender concern; is touched with the feeling of their 
infrmities, and will make his grace ſufficient for 
them. He governs the world for their benefit; is 


head over all things to the church, and will be 


with it always even to the end of the world. He 
is gone to prepare a place for them, and will come 
and receive all his people to himſelf, that * where 
ke is, they may be alſo.“ In the mean time, in 
him we enjoy the protection of a king, the tender- 
nefs of a parent, and the rare fidelity of a conſtant 
frierd.* In him we poſſeſs whatever we want; and 
his fulneſs exceeds our utmoſt defires, And is not 
ſuch a fitend as this worthy to be remembered ? 
Even, the memory of a ju? man is bleſſed ; and the 
righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance,? 
And ſha}! we forget the holy and benevolent Jeſus ?. 
Shall we be ſolici:zo:s to preſerve and honour the 
Lnmortal memory of King William, our deliverer 

from 


t Eph, V, 30. 
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from popery and ſlavery, and yet take no pains to 
keep up the remembrance of Jeſus, our redeemer 
from fin and hell? Is it not moſt ungrateful, un- 
kind and baſe, to forget ſo faithful and kind a 
friend? Our own friend, and our father's friend ; 


yea, the friend of all mankind ? No, I * we 
ſhall not act thas : and yet, 


(7 9 Conſider, how prone we are to forget bim. 


One would think there were no danger of it ; that 


we ſhould remember him more eaſily, naturally and 


affectionately, than we do our neareſt relations or 
deareſt friends. But the very precept in the text 
intimates, that we are in da ger of forgetting him, 


Tf Timothy needed this exhortation, in whom the 


ſpirit of Jeſus ſo largely dwelt, and furniſhed him 
with ſuch extraordinary powers; if Timothy, whoſe 
daily employment it was to ſtudy and preach the 
goſpel of Chriſt, needed this exhortation, do we not 
need it more? Do not our own conſciences tell us, 
that we are apt to be unmindful of him? Many 


profeſſing chriſtians ſeem entirely to forget nd 


They are © without Chri in the world ;* and, 


far as one can judge by their behaviour, never 
think of him at all. And whoſe - conſcience doth 
not accuſe him of great deficiency in the devout 
' remembrance of Jeſus? Our heads and hearts are 
too full of other things; of the cares and amuſe- 
ments of life, We have ſeldom any thing to ſay” 


about him; and ſcarcely meet with a fellow-chriftian 


who will put us in mind of him. This ſhows,” 
that other things are uppermoſt in our thoughts; 
for © out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 


will 


— 
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will ſpeak,” If we mention his name, it is too 
careleſsly; without a due ſenſe of his dignity and 
authotity; without any favour of his love upon our 
ſpinits. We ſometimes forget him n bis day, and 
in his hoeſe, and I fear at his: table too; ; and aur 
thoughts fix upon other objects. Or, if we have 
ſome lively impreſſion of him upon our minds at 
ſuch ſcaſons, they often vaniſh as ſoon as we leave 
the place, This ſhows, how much we need the- 
exhartation, and what pains we ſhould take to _ 
up: the remembrance of him. Farther, 


| Confider, how many gracious memorials he 
bach left us of himſelf; 5 


To make this duty. eaſy, and delightful. to us, 

Objects out, of ſight are often aut. of mind. Our 
Lord: knew qyr depravity and weakneſs, and that 
we: ſhould be ready to forget him. Therefore he hath 
given us many abiding memorials, of himſelf; of his 
loye, and our obligatians, For inſtance; — he hath 
given us bis go/pel. There we may daily read his difs, 
courſes 3 may, as it were, ſtill hear him ſpeaking to 
us and praying for us; and be affected with the gra- 
cious-words that proceed out of his lips. There we may 
behold. his manner of life, his miracles, his ſufferings, 
death, reſurreQion, and aſcenſion, By the help of that, 
as a-glaſs, we may take a view of the heavenly warld, 

and ſee what be is doing for us there: and in all 
we behold his. love, This goſpel we always have 
with us, to. remind us of our abſent. lord. Every 
time we read his word, in every prayer in which, 
we mention his name, we are in eſſect called upon 
to remember him. — The firſt day of the week is 
| the 
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the Lord's day; a day ſet apart from conte days, 


to remind us of Jeſus Chriſt, who was raiſed from 
the dead on ny day, He hath appointed paſtors 


and teachers to preach Chriſt and him crucified,? | 


and direct our thoughts to the obligations we are 
under to him, and our conſtant concern with him, 


as the ſupport of the divine life in us. He hath 
appointed one ordinance, even his: ſupper, with this 


ſpecial and immediate view, that we might remems. 
ber him. There we ſee him in a light moſt at- 


tracing ; © evidently. ſet forth. before aur eyes, cru- 
cified among us.“ We cat and drink. in a profeſſed 


remembrance of him, and have * communion with 


the father and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt,” Every degree 
of ſpiritual influence which we receive; any divine 


aſſiſtances and conſolations, are a ſupply of his ſpirit, 


and a memorial of his care and love. And when 
we have ſo many of theſe memorials; when they 
are ſo expreſſive, ſo delightful, and ſo often repeated; 


it muſt be inexcuſable folly and ingratitude | ro REL 
get him. Again, 


4. Conſider, that if wWe n bim, he will fone 
Set us. | 


And what mall we do tas 7 What elſe can we 
expect, if we live unmindful of him, but that he 
ſhould forget us; that is, act as men do when they 
forget others; give themſelves no concern about 
them, confer no favours upon them, but leave them 
to want and ſuffer and p:riſh ? If we forget Chrift, 
he will withdraw the tokens of his favour, and take 


away his ſpirit from us; and then his word and 
ordinances will be of no advantage. All our graces 


will 


* Bath. _Y OY * 
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will wither. Our comſorts will be loſt.” Yea, he 
will inflict upon us ſome ſenſible tokens of his diſ- 
pleaſure; hide his face from us, and fill our hearts 
wich anguiſh and terror. Beſides, he hath the keys 
of death and the unſeen world.“ He may therefore 
bariſh our ſpirits from his preſence, and deny us 
mercy at the laſt day. In ſhort (to uſe. the words 
of a pious writer) we deſerve to be eternally for- 
gotten of Gop, if we can forget our Redeemer.” 
Once more, conſider, | e e 


Our ſerious remembrance of him will produce 
the Ferien effects. h 


b Why is Chriſt ſo 1 to be remembered by 
ps? Not for his own honour and advantage, but 
for our benefit; becauſe he knows What a good in- 
fluence i it will have upon our hearts and lives. And 
let me urge your remembrance of him by this 
thought. More particularly, —it will confirm your 
faith in him. By meditating in his word, revolving 
in your minds his life and character, his doctrines, 
miracles and reſurrection, you will ſee further and 
ſtronger evidences ariſing, that he is a divine teacher 
and Saviour. You will thus be proof againit temp- 
tations to infidelity ; will hold faſt the profeſſion. 
of your faith without wavering, and be. able, and 
ready to give a reaſon of the hope that is in you.“ 
— This remembrance of Jeſus will tend to increaſe 
your lows to him. You will ſee new beauties in his 
character, and feel new charms in his dying, love: 
and will thus be led to © love him, whom you have 


not ſeen, and tho" now ye ſee him not, believing 1 


rejoice in him.“ — It will likewiſe promote your 
obedience 
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vbeditace to his commands, and your 7mitation of his 


example.” By having his hiſtory, his preceprs and 


motives familiar to your minds, you will become 


ſolicitous to keep his word, and * to abſtain from 


the appearance of evil.“ His example will at once 
direct and encourage you. And his love will geat- 
ly, but powerfully, * conſtrain you to hve to him.“ 
— This will alſo azimare you amidſt the difficulties 
and ſufferings of life, and be inſtead of a thouſand 


arguments to make you active and patient. By 


_ remembering what he ſuffered, tho' innocent, and 
what he ſuffered for your ſakes, your own ſufferings 
will be rendered light and eaſy, By * confidering 
him that endured the contradiction of ſinners againſt 
| himſelf,” you will be preſerved from being weary 
and fainting in your minds *,* Eſpecially when you 
reflet, that by his ſufferings he hath taken away 
fin, which adds to the bitterneſs of afflition, and 
points the ſting of death. — The habitual remem- 
brance of Jeſus will make you zealous for his cauſe 
and intereſt in the world; eager to do ſomething 
generous and charitable, in order to ſhow your gra- 
titude to your Saviour; to ſeek his things, and not 

only your own, and to eſpouſe and ſupport his 
goſpel and honour. And it will eſtabliſh your faith 
and hope that his religion ſhall ftill continue, and 


that the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 


it. — Again, this remembrance of Jeſus will lead 
your thoughts »pward to the world where he is 
gone. If we remember an abſent and beloved friend, 
we ſhall think of the place where he is, the com- 
pany he hath about "_ and the work in which 


Vol. 2. hs D e he 
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he, is; employed, Remembering, Jeſys, we: ſhall, be 


led to ſet our affections upon, and tq * ſeek, thoſe 
things which are abeve, where, Chriſt ſitteth at the.. 


right hand of Gos.“ Thus this world will not get 


ſuch a poſſeſſion of out hearts as it is apt to do; 
nor ſhall, we ſorget aur reſting · place. We ſball be 
— for. the ſecond appearance of Chriſt; and 


be, careful to do nothing, that may make it à ters 


ror to us, but every thing which. may. ſtrengthen 
gur hope, and make the proſpect of it our ſup- 
port and. our joy, — This ſerious remembrance of 
Jeſus, of his death and teſurrection, of his promiſes, 

eſpecially. the great promiſe of eternal life, will 


help to recancile us to the thoughts and the. ap- 


| proach of 4eati and make, us willing to depart. 
and be, with him. This happy effect it. hath. had 
upon thouſands of his faithful ſervants, Let me 

mention one in particular; the learned and pious. 
Dr. Leland; who in his laſt moments ſaid, with, a 
pleaſing emotion, I give my dying teſtimony to the 
truth of Chriſtianity. The, precious promiſes of the 
goſpel are my ſupport and conſolation, They alone 

yield true ſatisfaQtion in a dying hour. I am not 


afraid to die, The goſpel of Chrift hath, raiſed. 


me above the fear, of death; for I lacan that my. 


Redeemer liveth,' — And finally, remembering Chriſt, 
who was raiſed from the dead, will confirm our 


expeAations of a reſurrection to eternal lis. c Look- 


—— * 


Who for che joy that, was ſet before him, endepad 
the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is now ſet, down 
at the right hand of the throne of God, will ani- 
mate our hopes, We ſhall be a that the 

ſpirit 
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ſpirit of him, who raiſed up Jeſus from the dend, 
will 'quicken our mcrtal bodies.“ And the expecta- 
tion of it will encourage us to © purify ourſelves 
as he is pure; and to be diligent that we may be 
found of him in peace. *—Theſe conſiderations: then 


ſhould lead us to maintain an habitaal remembrance 


of jeſas Chriſt, His dignity, the excellency of his 
character, the greatneſs of his love to us and his 
kind remembrance of us, render him worthy of our 


_ moſt aſſectionate remembrance.—We are nevertheleſs 


prone: to forget him amidſt the cares and amuſeinents 
of life. —Yet he hath left us many gracious abiding 
memorials of himſelf; as his goſpel, his day and 
ordinances. — If with all theſe advantages, we for» 
get him, we muſt expect that he will forget us 
and diſown us at laſt. — But if we habitually re- 
member him, our faith in him will be firms, our 


love to him fervent; our obedience! to his commands 


ſted faſl; we ſhall be active, zealous: and patient, 
and have comfortable hopes: of tun of _ 
glory which he hath promiſed. 

And now my: fellew chriſtians, I hope: what hack: 
been ſaid hath excited and ſtrengthened ia you a; 
deſire and reſolution to. be continually mindful of 


Jeſus. Let me therefore cloſe. the diſcourſe with a 


few hints of direction,, how/ you may moſt effectually 


keep up this remembrance. — In the; firſt” Place, 


let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly,” or- 
abundantly, in all wiſdom. * Search: the — 
for they teſtiſy of Jeſus Chriſt, as the way, the 


truth, and the life.“ Make a conſcience of read.” 


ing ſome part of them every day; endeavour ta un- 
A its meaning ; treaſure up as much as poſe 
| .. rg. ſible 
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Able in your memory: often call it to mind and 
meditate ſeriouſly upon it. — Contrive' and ftudy to 
make every creature, as it were, a ſtep to Chriſt. 
Let all the comforts you have in your bodily. re- 
ſreſhments, your worldly enjoyments, your relations 
and friends, lead your thoughts to bim, vho is 
the ſupport of your ſpiritual life; Who gives you 
the true bread, the heavenly riches; who is your 
neareſt relation, and moſt valuable friend. — Fur» 
ther, would you keep up the remembrance of Chriſt, 
be often ſpeaking of him one to another, and ſay- 
ing to your friends, as Archbiſhop Uſher uſed to 


tay to his, Let us have one avord of Chriſt before 


we part.“ Shall chiaftian friends meet together with- 
out one word of Chriſt, their common friend, who 
3s their life and their hope, and from whoſe hand 


the expect the crown of glory ? It is a copious 
and "Atightfol ſubject, and it muſt ſhow great ig· | 


noranee and impiety in any to ſay, that it is an 
improper topick of diſcourſe. Your hearts, like the 


diſciples, will burn cuithia you, while you talk of 


him by the way *;* and your friendſhip. will by 
this means be growing up to the maturity of hea- 
ven. — Further, let it be your care regularly and 
conſcientiouſly to attend his. ordinances, and particu- 
larly the Lord's Supper... You. come to his table with 
a profeſſed intention to remember him : and if you 
have any ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, it will be difficult 


not to remember him. Let your attendance at it be 


regular and ccnſtant. This is the practice of the 
belt cbriſtians: and if you negle& the fable, you 
1 e the Lerd. There every motive to holi- 
neſs 

@ Lake xiv, 32+ 
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neſs is ſet before you; eſpecially the mercy of Gop 
and: the Redeemer ; the evil of ſin; the hope of 
pardon, and the lively views of immortality : theſe 
all join to enforce and promote obedience.—Fioally, 


earneſtly pray for the conſtant aids of the ſpirit, to 
fix the impreſſion of Chriſt more ſtrongly upon. your 


minds; to ſhow you more of his excellent know- 


ledge, his lovely character, his faving grace, his 


precious promiſes, and his great rewards, Our Lord 
hath deſcribed it as the office of the ſpirit, * to take 
of his things and ſhow them to his diſciples.“ He 
can reſtrain a wandering heart; fix a treacherous 


memory, and excite and maintain in us thoſe 
thoughts of - Chriſt, and deſires afier him, which 
will be a ſource of holineſs and of joy. Thus, my 


Brethren, may you at! And thus will you re- 


member your Saviour to the beſt purpeſes, and the 


remembrance of him will. be at once comfortable 
and edifying to you. Thus will you be preparing 


for that better world, where you will be for ever 


with bim, ſee him as be ts, and forget him no- 


more. Auen. 
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DISCOURSE . 
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1 * - , 


Mose Invitation to Hog AB to 89 with 
him to Canaan. 


Nuuszas x. 29. 


And Moszs faid unto Hoban, the "ey of Rows, 
the Midianite, Moses* father in lau, We are jour- 
| #eying to the place. of which the Lord ſaid, I wilt 
give it you: come thou with us, and we will de 
thee: good. for the Lord hath _ your — 

rar. | | 


OME perſons, Caith a te writer, are fond 
of running down the preſent miniſters of te- 
ligion, i in compariſon of their predeceſſors; and com- 


plaining that the decay of piety is in a great mea- 


ſure owing to them. We have indeed reaſon to 
be very ſenſible of our deſedts: but may we not 
juſtly complain of moſt profeſſing chriſtians in our 
day, that they are quite fallen from the piety and 
 goodnefs of their anceſtors: neither attending nor 
encouraging the labours of miniſters, nor aſſiſting 
and ſtrengthening them by their private admoni. 
tions, as their forefathers uſed to do? Have we 
not reaſon to ſay, that the more pains are taken 
to Prepare publick diſcourſes, the leſs pains our 

* 


Dif. 4 Moszs' Jnvigation th Hon a &. 55 


people are willing to take in ſupporting the credit, 
and -ſecoading the good deſign of them. They are 


left to make their dyn way. If any will receive 


them, well and good. If riot, they may vaniſh, as 
ſoon as celivered, for any concern that is egy 


| ſhown to render them acceptable and uſeful +.? 


with, that miniſters and people inſtead of AS TY 
or even lamenting; one another's defects, would take 
more pains to aſſiſt one another in the great work 
of promoting religion. That we may enjoy your 
friendly and pious aſſiſtanee herein, I propoſe at 


this time to give you 4 few important directions 


and encouragements, . principally upon this head. 
And, that they may be more carefully attended to, 


and more eaſily remembered, I chuſe to give them 


by an alluſion to, and an illuſtration of, the ad- 


dreſs of Meſes to his brother Hobab in the text, 


I think myſelf fully juſtified in this application of 
the words: as the ſacred \riters often refer to the 


caſe of the {/rae/ites ; to their journey thro? the wil. 


cerneſs- and entrance into Cangdy, as an emblem 
of the ſtate of man in general, eſpecially of good 


men while paſſing thro' this world to a better coun- 


try, even a heavenly one. 
It. ſeems that Hobab, the ſon of Raguel or Jethro, 


for he was called by both theſe names,. had been 


with his brother in law Mz/es, during his contiou- 
ance at mount Sinai, and had ſeen all the wonders of 


the Lord, which had been difplayed there. When 


Vrael was departing from thence io go to Canaan, 
Maſes addreſſeth his kinſman in the text; and per- 


ſuades him to accompany them in their journey 


D 4 thither : 
+ Dr, Wright, 
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 thicthers aſſuring bhim of:gbeir; moſt friendly hehe 
viour ate: him and that. he ſhould be a pariaker 
of all the good things, Which the Lord had pro- 
miſed to beſtow upon them. It ſsems, hat tho He- 
Bab at . he afterwards accepted, the offer. 
Fer the Lenites, of whom we frequently read ain 
the. old teſtament, and who dwelt. among the Iſra- 
elites, were his poſterity; as were alſo the Rleca- 
bites 1. Thus Moſes addreſſed his brother; We are 
journeying unto the place, of which the Lord ſaid, 
I: will give it you: come thou with us, and we 
will do thee. good: for: the Lord bath ſpoken good 
concerning 1 W n * be ae 
ab giving us, . r Non 


"I An inſtructive view of the ſtate of men, = 
pecially of good men, vpon earth, They are tra: 
1. to another country. 


II. It. hint to us, that it is the * — good 
men, to invite and encourage. others, eſpecially their, 
relations, to go With them to ts 4 Ades country. 
And, | x An 


III. It ſuggeſts a powerful motive, to. recommend: 
the invitation; namely, that * the Lord hath 
ſpoken good concerning Tfrael, a _ "_ who. 
£0, with them, ſhall partake of it. ad Ba; 


I. Here is an inſtructive view of the tas of men, 
eſpecially of. good men, upon earth, 


They are travelling. to another world: This i is 
an age" uſed Fit the ſt nnen eſpecially the 
* fſuekeil. 


1 Judges i, 16. iv. 22, 1 Chron, ii. 55. 
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facred ones; and it is daily uſed in or common 
language. We ſpeak” of going or walling in a mo- 
ral ſenſe; of a cour/e of action; of a good aud a bad 
way. Perhaps there is ſcarcely a' finer and more 
itriking” figure in the compaſs of language, than 
repreſenting human life as a journey. There are 
many beautiful paſſages in the heathen philoſophers 
and poets; where it is ſo deſcribed. It is a pio- 
greflive motion, or moving forwards towards an end 
or place. No ſooner do we begin to live, but we 
enter on this journey, and by night and by day, 
whether aſleep or awake, we are going on towards 
its end. As we advance from childhood to youth, 
from youth to manhood, and from manhood: to old 
age, we travel from one ſtage of our journey to 
another, and come nearer and nearer to the cloſe 
of it. We travel thro” days and weeks and months 
and years. Every night finds us à day's journey, 

and every ſabbath a week's journey, nearer to our 
eternal home. Some are got before us in the road; 
others are coming after us; ſome are travelling 
with us. All are moving on towards death and 


eternity. Some have a longer; others a ſhorter 


Jjourney,. Some move faſter ;. others ſlower; but all 
are tending to death, which is the end of all. men; 


the. houſe appointed for all living. In this reſpect 
Soloman obſerveth, © Do not all go to one place * 


Bat this figure may with peculiar propriety be 


uſed. concerning Gop's people: for of them alone 
it ean be ſaid, as in the text, They ate go- 
ing to the place, of which the Lord ſaid, [-will 
give it you.” They are travelling, like others, thro* 

n . 
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life; bat they have a different. end in view from 
the wicked, and take a different road. They have 
that place in proſpect, which the infinite love of 


Gon hath prepared for bis children, and which he 


hath. promiſed to give them. They are travelling 
to that world of happineſs, chat late of glory and 
perſedion, which Jeſus, their Saviour, bath revealed 


to them. By his death he bath opened. a way. for 


their entrance into it; and he is gone thither to 
Prepare it for their reception. © In. my father's 


houſe, ſaith he, are many. manſions, and I go to 


prepare a place for you.” This. place they have in 
their eye, in their thoughts and purſuits, _ With 
attention and care they enquire the way to it. 
They are folicitaus to keep in the direct road. If 
ever they wander from Its they think on their ways 
and: turn their feet to it again, The word. and 
ſpirit of Gop are their guides. They have many 
comforts. and refreſhments. in the way: but theis 
thoughts are too intent upon the place to which 
they are journeying, to take up their reſt and abode 
any where ſhort of it. The promiſe of a faithful 
Gop to give it them, reconciles them to all the 
difficulties and the length of the way. — Thus ate 

all men travelling to another world, a future ſtate; 
and pious men to. the heavenly regions. — The 
text hints to us, | 


II. The duty of good men to invite and eneou- 
rage others to go with them to the better country, | 


Moe“ addreſs to his brother Hobab naturally re- 
preſents the benevolent temper of zealous chriſtians, - 


ay; will invite others, ſaying, © come thou with 


FE 
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1 The focial prigefple in the humah mid; na- 
koral compaffion and betievolence, itelfde men to 
dehire the happineſs of others. The forms of en- 
dufring after it aud wiſhing it, make much of br 
"converſe with" each other. But there can be no 
true clarity,  whete there is got true pie. Whete 
that prevails in the Heart, he that feels its iafld- 
ence; will wiſh; ard not. merely wiſt, but will en- 
deavour to promote, the happineſs of the fouls of 
his fellow creatures. When he ſeeth them walking 
in a way that is not good, and the feet of ſome 
- haftily running to do miſchief, he conſiders what 
deſtroction and mifery is in their paths, and how 
dreadful their end will be. This affe@s his heart. 
Compaſſion for them, and what he knows of the 
importance, and hath taſted of the pleaſures of re- 
ligion, ſtrongly urge bim to invite them to go 
with him; to walk in the ways of wiſdom, which 
are pleaſantieſs, and in her paths, which are peace.” 
He is defirous to impart to others the favours, 
which Gop hath beſtowed upon him; and direct 
them 1a the way to that happineſs, which is all 
His ſalvation and all his deſire. | He will take every 
opportunity to point out to them their errors - to 
warn them of their danger, and invite them to run 
the ways of God's commandments. When he ſces 
them backward, he will argue the caſe with them, 
Hobab ſeemed averſe to Moſer? propofal in the text, 
and anſwered peremptorily (v 30.) I will not go, 
but I will depart to my own land and kindred.” 
Thus a fondneſs ſor the world, and a dillike to 
leave old companions and break off agreeable con- 
nections, tho” they may be vicious ones, leads men 
mm ( = 2 io 
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to refuſt the invitation of their: chriſtian byochrom 
It leads them to fay, I will not go, when they are 
perſuaded and urged to ſeek and move towards the 

better country. But the zealous chriſtian is; like Me 
loth* to take à denial. He gives them all the en" 
coiiragement in his power, and will adopt the ful 
table language of the man of God (v. 31.) Leave 
us not, I pray thee.” He will promiſe them bis 

faithful friendſhip and beſt aſſiſtance, and ſay as. 

in the text, Come thou with us, and we will 

do thee good.” I will watch over you, direct ant; 
comfort you. I will be every way. kind to you, 
as my duty to Gop and regard to your happineſs 
oblige me to be. But he will principally urge, as 

Maſes doth, the promiſes of Gov, and vouch the 
divine authority for all the encouragement he gives 
to others. (v. 32.) And it ſhall be, if thou go 
with us, yea it ſhall. be, that what goodneſs the 

Lord ſhall do unto us, the ſame auill. aue do unte 
thee.” This then repreſents the duty of every true 

chriſtian ; to ſay to others, come thou with us.“ 

This was the language of. all the prophets and as 

poſtles. It was the language of all our Lord's 

precepts, invitations and promiſes, It is the lan- 

guage of every faithful miniſter; and it is in effect 
the language of every benevolent, zealous chriſtian, 
All their attempts of every. kind to do good to the 
ſouls: of others, may. be ſummed up in theſe red 
N * come ye with us. We are to obſcrye, 


III. The text ſoggeſts a. e motive to « en · 
force the invitation; 


| Namely, that the Lord hath 8 3 con- 
* Vrael; and that all who go with them, 
| ſhall 


© "iii vos... 
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ſhall: pattake of it“ It; is, probable that, Mahi, 
the text, not only reſers to chat fruitful, con- 

which Gon had promiſed 1jrael for their inhetitance 3. 
but to all. the other bleſſings which be bad, pro: 
miſed them, as; bis- peculiar and favoured: people 
He aſſures his kinſman, that., be, ſhould bave, ſome. 
part of, the land for a, poſſeſſion, and ate With. 
them in their privileges. — All true Ebrifliang are 
called by St. Paul. the Vrael. of Gov t the ſeed. 


of Abrahams; God's covenant- people: : and he. bath 


[poken good concerning them; that is, he bath pro- 
miſed them all happineſs. He intends for them 
a better, country than, any upon earth; © an, inherit. 
ance incorroptible, undefiled, and that. fadeth not 
away, reſerved in heaven. for them. He. hath pro- 
miſed them ſomething good in. it/elf ; eſſentially, un+ 
changeably good: what is ſuited. to the. nature. of 
a. rational, ſanQified,, immortal ſpirit, and able to 
fall its largeſt. defires. It is, in one. word, a. ſlate 
af perfect reſt, knowledge, holineſs, love and joy. 
It is the favour and enjoyment of Goo, the beſt 
of beings, the ſource and fountain of all good. 
It is a happineſs common to all the {/rae! of Gop; 
to be enjoyed in the ſociety and friendſhip of the 
holy angels; and in the preſence and under the 


gracious ſmiles. of the Lord Jeſus. - It is a good. 


the poſſeſſion of which is ſecure to them, and in 
na danger of being. loſt. or leſſened. It is a good, 
which will amply repay all which they give up to 
obtain it, and all which they may ſuffer in their 
Journey thro' the wilderneſs to it. O, how great 
15. hav W which Gop bath laid 10 fot them 
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that fear bim f!“ It is too great to be expreſſed 
or coneeired by mortals, = The Lord IEHOVAH the 
almighty, unchangeable, eternal being, bath ſpoken 

this good concerning his Jae and promiſed it te 
them. - He hath ſpoken, by the dictates of reaſon 
and by the courſe of his providence,” that © vefily 
there is a reward for the righteous.“ He hath 
ſpoken this by his holy prophets. He hath in the 
cleareſt, ſtrongeſt manner, ſpoken it by his Son Je- 
ſus, who hath brought life and immortality to light 
by bis goſpel,” Vea, as the apoſtle obferveth, * the f 
hope of eternal life, Gop that cannot He, pro- - 
miſed defore the world began, but in due time mani- N 
feſted by the preaching of the goſpel 1.“ With theſe | 
declarations and promiſes we are to comfott and en- 
courage-one another. — This is the powerful motive, 
which chriſtians ought to urge upon each other, to 
perſuade them to go with them in the road to hea. 
ven; that Gop hath ſpoken good concerning his 
people and promiſed them everlaſting happineſs. 


APPLIe AT TON. 


1. Let this ſubje lead us ſeriouſly to conſider 
and enquire, where we are going. 


From the view we have been taking of the chrif- 

tian's life, as a journey to the heavenly Canaan, we 

may learn, of what great importance it is for us 
diligently to examine, whither we are travelling. 

We ſhall, no doubt, readily acknowledge that we 

| are all jouraeying to the grave; paſſing thro' the 

ſeveral ſtages and pe: ieds of human life to the end 

of it. Many have gone before us. Some of our 

| friends 


1 Pfalm xxxi. 19. Þf Tit. i. 2. 
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rn and neighbours are daily - feithing! their 
courſe. And it weald be wiſe and happy for us, 
if we laid this to heart, and * confidered our 
latter end.“ Thoſe of you, who are young and 
healthy, may think that you have @ long way be- 
_ you. But you may be deceived, as thouſands 
have been. Vour journey may be nearer ending 
than you think of; yea, may end id a few days, 
But. it is of the utmoſt importance for you to con- 
fider, that the end of your journey is not the end 
of your Being; but an entrance on an eternal, un- 
changeable ſlate of happinefs or miſery, There is 
another world before you, conſiſting of two vaſtly. 
different ſtates; to one or other of which you are 
all travelling, You are ſoon to enter on everlaſt» 
ing reſt and glory; or everlaſting ſorrow, pain and 
miſery, And now, Sirs, I appzal to your under- 
Randings and conſeiences, whether ary thing can 
be of more importance than to conſider, to which 
of theſe places you are journeying, What a dread» 
ful thing will it be to miſtake the way, and to 
find, at the end of life, that you have been tra- 
velling to hell, while you imagined yourſelves tra- 
velliug to heaven! To prevent this fatal irretriev- 
able miſtake, let me direct add intreat you to 
enquire, wwhither. you are going. That you may 
kaow this, conſider, whether you are God's //raeh; 
for of them only he Aal /poken goods that is, are 
you chriſtians indeed; what you profeſs yourſelves 
to be; the faithful, obedient ſervants of Chriſt, in 
whom there is no guile and hypocriſy? Do you 
ever ſearch and try your ways, that you may know 
in what path, and to aulat end, you are walking?“ 
Ware you erer deeply convinced, that you once 


walked 


* _ 


wülked in à way that was- not god? Havel you: 
been delivered from ſpiritaal Egypt? from the ſlavery 
of ſin, the captivity of Satan and the dominiow: 
of bad habits and ſinful luſts? Enquire, not merely 
about your: general courſe of action, but Whether 
your bearts are changed? What are the principles 
and motives on which yon act? What regard do 


vou pay to the great Gop, and bis favour and ze. 


ceptance thro' Chriſt, in all you do? Are you 
walking in the way of finfal cares, gains and plea- 


ſures, or ia the way of devotion, piety, purity and 


love? To aſſiſt you to form a judgment of your 
own ſtate, enquire further; with 'avhat company yo 
are journeying? Are you walking in the broad - 
way, which is much frequented; or in the narrow 
path, in which few walk? Do you chuſe fer yours 
acquaintance and companions thoſe, who fear Gov; 
who are ſtrictly ſerious and conſcientious ; or the 


_ ſons of mirth and folly? Do you take moſt de- 
light, are your hearts moſt engaged, in religious 


exerciſes, . or vain diverſions ? —:Let me aſk* further; 
to what end you are walking  Doubtleſs: you will 
ſay, to arrive at the heavenly world. Bot remem- 
ber that many, who chuſe the end, do not chuſe 
the away. They never enter upon it, or ſoon for- 
ſake it. They have no earneſt deſire of the favour 


ef Gop and communion. with him; no ambition 


to reſemble him in purity, righteouſneſs: and love. 
Their land and their kindred, like Hobab's (v. 30.) 
draw them another way. Their prevailing fondneſs 


for earthiy things prevents their aſpiring after hea« 


veuly glory. — Alas, 'Sirs, I cannot but fear that 


ſome of you are journeying towards deſtruction. 


And I would fain awaken. you and- engage y 
| | to 


Dis. 4. — FOO INT 642 


to change your eoutſe. uLet. me, therefore, ip. 
myoovin name, in che name of, my fellow-cbrifz,. 
tians, and in the name of;,,.my Lord and theirs, 
intite you this day, come siti . Otherz arg 
perſuading you to take à different way. They. 
are invitiog νð²,α t drink, game and ſpart, with, 
them They are inflilling, into you, prejudices a:, 
gaiaſt che ways of religion and the ſerious preach: 
ers of it. They ſay, te you. as Solomon - deſcribes 
the wicked in bis day as ſayiag, come with u.; 
caſt in thy lot among us, we ſhall find all, precious 
fabfiance .?, We ſay to you, as Solamon himſelf 
ſaigh 10 his young reader, My ſon, walk ogg. 
the in- the way with lem: refrain thy feet fro 
their path for it leadeth. to the chambers of — 
and is the way to kel//*.* I exhort and beſeech you, 
young friends, to join yourſelves to the Lord, to 
take his ſervants for your friends and companions 
and to keep the path of the righteous.” For Gon 
bath ſpoken god concerning them. _ Their way 
leadeth to everlaſting life. And what ſtronger, mo- 
tive can you have to walk in it.? Let me addreſs. 
vou in the language of the prophet, * ſtand ye ia, 
the ways, and ſee; and aſk for the old paths; 
where is the goad. way; and walk therein, and ye 
ame for; nur fouls t. ...:.;- ;..- 1 


2. Let God's people invite, and endeavour 0 | 
perſuade, others to 80 with them; © 


To travel with chem to the heavenly, country i 
and; thas- 3 imitate the example of the man, of Gop. 
in our text. . W the _ of figs; 


wy ; _ 
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cere chriſtians. For here is their eapital deſedt; 
that they are not deeply and tenderly ſolicitous 
about the ſouls of others. We want more love and 
neal, to excite and encourage them to journey with 
us to the good land. I am not exhortivg you to 
& zeal to make others proſelytes to your party and 
perſuaſion, and lead them into your-particelar track} 
tho' in that ſenſe, there is neither bigotry nor im- 
propriety in ſaying, come with 21. But let us be 
earneſtly deſirous to bring them into the road to 
heaven, tho' they do not chuſe bur particular track. 
It is the duty of feal chriſtians to warn and 
admoniſh others; to point but to them the cril 
and danger of ſinful ways; to invite them to ſet 
their faces heavenwards, and give them all -poſlible 
Encouragement ſo to do; eſptcially by aſſuring them 
of the everlaſting good, which they ſhall obtain, 
This 4 peculiarly the duty of thoſe, Who are, like 
Mees and Hobab, related to one another, or have 
ſome peculiar connections dne with | afiother, Let 
hofbands- and wives, for inſtance, help one #nother 
forwards towards heaven, and, as the apoſtle exhert“ 
eth, walk, as * heirs together of the grace of life.“ 
Let parents, according to the divine command, 
Strata up their children in ze avay, in which they 
Jaould go; and labour, above every thing elſe ; that 
they may wall in truth. Let maſters and miſtreſſes 
be watchful over the ſouls. of their ſervants, and, 
like Abralam, command and encourage them to 
keep the way of the Lord. Perſons in theſe rela- 
tions have frequent opportunities for fuch- pious and 
friendly addreſſes. What they fay will probably 
de d with . regard, than what is — 
* - * Jrom 
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from the pulpit, or by thoſe who are no way con- 
nedted with the perſons, to whom ſuch addreſſes 
are made. But it is the duty of ail chriſtiane, 
tho* moſt lamentably neglected, to * provoke one 
another to love and to good works; to exhort one 
another daily“ and to encourage each other in the 
heavenly road. — I entreat you to do this, out of 
regard to the honour of Go; that you may pleaſe 
him, reſemble him in love, and fall in with his 
gracious deſign, © who would have all men to be 
ſaved. — Let me intreat you to do this, from a 
regard to the ſalvation of others. This is the gieat- 
eſt kindneſs you can do to them. It is the beſt 
return you can make them, for any favours which 
you have received from | them. Do this, out of 
regard to the ſupport and intereſt of religion. You, 
by divine grace, may perſuade them : they, havidg 
taſted the pleaſure of Gop's ways, may perſuade 
others; and thoſe may perſuade. others; and thus 
the good effects of your pious exhortations may be 
extenſve and laſting. The world may be the bet- 
ter for them, even to the end of time. — Do it 
alſo, dut of regard to your own ſatisfaction and 
pleaſure. If you can perſuade others to go with 
you, © they will be your delightfal companions in 
your journey; and you will be to one another, as 
Maſes told Hobab he would be to them, * inftead 
of eyes, (wv. 31.) that is, you will direct, aſſiſt and 
comfort each other. Whether yod ſucceed or not, 
Gop will accept and reward your pious and eba- 
ritable attempts. If you turn firners from the 
etror of their ways to righteouſneſs, your (pleaſure 
will, be inexpreſlibly great; and eternally great will 


hei your reward in heaven Be perſoaded then, my 
fellaw- chriſtians, to exert yourſelves in theſe bene 
volent ſervices. Pity your miniſters amidſt their la- 
bours, difficulties and diſcouragements, and endea- 
vour to: work taget hier with them. We ſhall be ſo 
far from thinking that you intrade- apon our office, 
that we ſhall eſteem ix the greateſt favour, if, like 
ſome pious women mentioned by St. Paul, you wilt: 
labour wwith us in the goſpel T. This you will. 
do moſt effectually, by inviting and encouraging: 
ethers, with the moſt ſerious and tender concern, 
to go with you in the way to the heavenly Canaar. 
IF they refuſe it, or ſeem to decline it, do not 
deſpair of ſueceſs, but repeat the friendly attempt. 
Hobab at firſt poſitively. refuſed to go with Mo/es 5- 
but upon ſecond thoughts he repented, and went. 
© Be not. then. weary in well-doing.” Aud may: | 
Gop excite you to theſe pious: endeavours, * . 
yu 1 in them! Finally, | 32S Se i bei 


Let Gop's ae! look forward to ie go d, 
which he bath ſpoken concerning them, —- _ 


My fellow-travellers ; It is a noble encouragement 
to us, that we do not run at an uncertainty, Gon 
hath ſaid, that * we ſhall reap, if we faint not: 
and it is.: impoſſible for him to lie. Let us be 
thankful, that he bath promiſed us ſo great a 
good; marked out the road to the better country 
ſo diſtinctly. and given us ſo many examples of. 
thoſe, who have travelled towards it and now poſ- 
feſs it. Let us often think of the place, which the 
Lord hath 1 J will 1 it you, and converſe 

with 
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with our chriſtian friends about it. Let ue, by 
ſtudying the ſcriptures and the exerciſe of faith, 
take 'a ſutvey of the good land; and obſerve the 
nature and extent and ratification of - God's. pro- 
wiſes. Let us frequently contemplate the glory of 
heaven; compare it with what is to be done and 
enjoyed here, and ſet it againſt every thing that u 
may be called to ſuffer here. Let the proſpect of 
it excite our courage and our diligence. Tho“ the 
way be long, rough and thorny, and ſurrounded 
with enemies, let us not faint; remembering where 
we are journeying to, and hat we ſhall poſe 
ſ:ſs there. We are travelling indeed thro” a wilder» 
neſs, and we may want this, or the other good 
thing in it. But let us remember the good, which 
Gop | hath ſpoken concerning his Ifael. Let not 
the difficulties of the wilderneſs diſcourage us, nor 
the: temptations of it allure and corrupt us, as they 
did the 1/raclites, If we walk by faith, and keep: 
the end of our Journey, the place which God bath 
. promiſed, always in our eye, it will be our cordial 
and out preſervative. Above all, let us be careful 
that we do not tire in the heavenly road, but hold. 
gut to the end. Soon ſhall we come to the conclu- 
ſion of our journey, and finiſh our courſe with 
joy. May Gop hold up our goings, and confirm-. 
us in the way of holineſs to the end! This the: 
will do, if we watch and pray. Thus he bath de- 
clared, They that wait upon the Lord ſhall ene 
their ſtrength: they ſhall mount up with wings a6 
eagles, they ſhall run and not be e and they 
all walk and not faint T. £4 l öis! Ald beod 
af 37195; 7 Ia, xl. 3t, 
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The 1 Fool nes of Man perverteth his Why; and 1. 
Heart frenith Hay the Lord: 6 % 


HAT our © times are in Gop's hand,” 
the various circamſtances and events of: — 
lives under his directiop, will be allowed by every 
ſerious mind to be moſt evident, comfortable and 
inſtructive truths, But ſo perverſe and ungrateful are 
many, that they abuſe theſe truths, and refle@ upon 
the bleſſed Gov, by aſcribing to him, and charging 
upon him, all the afflictions which befall them. 
Whereas a little more thought- and reflection would: 
convince them that they have brought many; if not 
moſt, of ' theſe afflictions upon themſelves; and that 
Gov is no further acceſſary to them, than as in“ 
the nature of things, and the covrſe of bis wiſe 
providence, he hath eſtabliſhed a connection between 
folly and' ſuffering, between fin and miſery. - This 
is io bad a temper, and withal, it is to be feared, 
ſo common, that I am very deſirous to convince 
23% you 
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you of its ſiafalneſs, and diſpoſe and aſſiſt you to 
guard againſt it. It was a ſin as old as Solomon's 
time, according to bis obſervation in the text, that 
© the fooliſhneſs of man perverteth his way; and his 
heart fretteth againſt the Lord.“ It was the caſe 
in Greece as well as in 7Judea + for Homer, who lived 
ſcon after the time of Solomon, obſerved, that Men 
lay thoſe. evils upon the Gods, which they. have in- 
curred thro? their own folly and perverſeneſs It 
is the caſe likewiſe in Britain, notwithſtanding our 
great advantages by the goſpel of Chriſt, 

We may expreſs the meaning and deſign of the 
text in this obſervation, that ——* It is a common 
thing for men to charge thoſe evils upon provi- 
dence, which they have brought upon themſelves.” 
— T he fooliſhneſs of man ſignifieth his want of thought 
and reflection; his. indiſcretion and raſhneſs 3 or 
bis in and wickedneſs ; as the word hi] often 
ſigaifies fin; in Solomon's writings. It ,perverts. his 
way; leads bim afide from the path of wiſdony 
and prudence, ſafety and happineſs. By this means,: 
he brings himſelf into trouble; is reduced to ne- 
ceſſity, perplexed with difficulties or oppreſſed with 
ſorrow. Then he committeth this grand error, after 
all che reſt, that his heart Hretteth againſt the Lord. 
He is vexed, not at himſelf, but at providence; 
and; complains: that Gap dealeth unjuſtly or un- 
kindly by him. The word: here rendered jfretreths 
is very emphatical. It is generally tranſlated, to be 
angry, or full of indignation. It is, in the prophecy. 
of Jonah, uſed concerning the raging of the fea; 
and ſo beautifully expreſſeth the toſſing and tymolt, 
the commotion and uneaſineſs, which there is in 4 


dif- 


*7 manifeſt herein is very fooliſh and wicked. 
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diſcontented, ungoverned mind. It is like © a zrous 
ted fea when it cannot reſt, and its waters caſt 
vp mire and dirt:“ there is no compoſure and 
peace in it. So that ſuch a perſon makes himſelf 
miſerable, while he complaineth of his Creator and 
cenſureth his providence. For the 1iluſtration of So- 
lomon's remark in our text, we may obſerve, —— 
that the general principle on which men act in this 
caſe, is right and juſt — but the concluſion they 
draw from it is wrong — and that the temper which 


I. The general principle on which men act in 
this caſe, is right and juſt. 


When they fret iet the 10 tha FR 
that there is a Gop ; that he obſerves, and intereſts 
himſelf in, the affairs of his creatures; that he not 
only directs and manages the events, which relate 
to kingdoms, nations and other large communities, 
but the events which relate to every particular per- 
ſon : that evil in general as well as good, proceed- 
eth from the hand of the moſt high : and that it 
is a conſiderable part of his providential govern- 
ment, to try, exerciſe and promote, the vi:tues of 
his rational creatures by the diicipline of affliction, 
Theſe principles they take for granted: and they 
are quite agreeable to the light of nature, and the 
word of Gop. But then, | | 


II. The concluſion they draw from hence, name- 
ly, that they have not brought their afflictions upon 
themſelves, is generally wrong ; and their charge vp- 
on the providence of Gop groundleſs and unjutt, 


* 


I ap- 
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L apprehend: that the beſt method of 'Haſtravmg), 
and confirming the truth of, Salomons remark, and 
guarding you againſt this error, is by laying be- 
fore you ſome inſtances of it, taken from the prae- 
tice and. conduct of mankind: inſtances, that we 
ſer or hear of, almoſt every day. Therefere I 
would obſerve that it is often the caſe with regard 


to men's health — their worldly circomſtances — 


their relations in life — and the baue * thei | 
minds and religious concerns. . 


1. It is often the caſe with . to men's 
health. | | 


Here they pervert their way, * yet e „ala 
Gan: It is common to hear ſome perſons com- 
plaining, that they are always ſick or in pain; 
never, well; that they have no enjeyment of life, 
and cannot do as others do.” They can. ſcarce 
open their. mouths but it is with a complaint; 2.00 
the very tone and accent of their voices betrayeth | 


the ftetfulneſs of their hearts. They complain, 


that Gop. denies then the health, and ſpirits which, 
he hath given. to others. They envy. every one 
that is more ſtrong and lively than themſelves ; 
and are ſometimes ready peeviſhly to ſay, that 


0 Gov, hath given them life upon very ill terms: 
that it is not a gift worth having, unleſs they were 


better able to Perform the buſineſs and enjoy the. 
comforts of it.“ - Now with regard .to: many, per- 
haps-moſt, of theſe complainants, they have perverted. 
their own way. Their intemperance and exceſſes” 
have injured their conſtitutions. Or, if they are 
not chargeable with exceſſes that are reckoned eri- 
Vol, 2. 3 11 
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minal, they may have been fond of indulging and 
pampering the body, and erred in the quantity or 
quality of their food. While others of the fretful 
ſort, merely from a principle of covetouſneſs, have 
denied themſelves proper nouriſhment ; or the means 
to recruit their health, when by any diſeaſe or 
accident it hath been impaired. Many bring them; 
ſelves into theſe unhappy circumſtances by indo- 
lence and inaGlivity. Their limbs grow weak for 
want of uſe, and their ſpirits flag for want of ex» 
erting them. While others exceed in too cloſe an ap- 
plication to buſineſs ; exhauſting at once the ſtrength 
of the body and the vigour of the mind. The un- 
ruly paſſions of ſome injure their frame. Exceſſive 
ſorrow brings ſickneſs, pain and death. * Envy is 
the rottenneſs of the bones: and they that vill 
be rich, pierce themſelves thro* with many ſorrows.” 
In ſhort, a phyſician of the firſt abilities and emi- 
nence in his profeſſion, hath obſerved, that * not one 
in a thouſand of mankind dieth a zartzral death *. 
And is it reaſonable that any of theſe perſons 
ſhauld cenſure the providence of Gop, when they 
have thus perverted their own way, and brought 
ſickneſs, pain and decay upon themſelves? The 
remark in the text 1s applicable to many, | 


2. With regard to their circumſtances in life, 


We ſee men impoveriſhed, and reduced to ſtraits 
and difficulties. They have had no buſineſs to do, 
or have loſt it, They are cheated, or others break 
in their debt; and they are ever meeting with 
loſſes and — They will tell you, that 
| they 

Pr. Gregory, 
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they are diligent, honeſt and willing to live, but 
providence doth not favour them. They complain 
that Gov brings them into traits, and embarraſſeth 
their circumſtances. They have often an evil eye 
vpon others. See how they live! how prodigi- 
ouſly they thrive, and what fortunes they get!“ 
They are ready to condemn all mankind as dif- 
honeſt, and commend every man's calling but their 
own. They not only complain, that their friends 
have no pity for them, and will not help them, 
but that providence itſelf frowns upon them. 
Now I have ſcarcely known an inſtance of this 
kind, but where I have had reaſon to believe that theſe 
complainers have perverted their own way, In the 
caſe of ſome, it is owing to their chuſing a wrong 
profeſſion and calling in life; following their youth- 
ful inclinations, and deſpiſing the advice of their 
wiſer parents and friends, Thus they engage in 
ſome buſineſs, which doth not ſuit either their ge- 
nius, or their ſtrength, or their fortune, or their 
capacity. Moſt perſons that are in firaits, bring 
themſelves into them, thro' their own negligence, 
careleſsneſs, and extravagance. So So/omon obſerveth, 
»The glutton and arunkard come to poverty. By a 
ewhoriſh woman a man is brought to a morſel of 
bread, By zidleneſs of hands the houſe droppeth 
thro'; and drow/ine/s clothes a man with rags,” 
What multitudes are there, who out-trade their ca- 
pital ! They do not confider what debts they owe, 
what intereſt they have to pay, and what a family 
they have to ſupport. They are ambitious to live, 
and make a figure, like others in better circum- 
ſtances. They are fond of company, and expenſive 


E- 2 and 
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and unprofitable entertainments, or ſopport their 
children or other relations, in pride and extrayas 
gance ; and ſo impoveriſh themſelves. Many are 
ruined for this world, by an indolent temper. Some 
neglect their ſhops and follow their ſports. Others 
are eaſily, deceived and impoſed upon; becauſe. 
they will not be at the pains to think, and aſk 
the advice of their friends. And when they find 
their circumſtances impaired, inſtead of greater di- 
. 5 and frugality. they run haſtily into, ſome 
ſcheme of getting money more eaſily, by which 
they are ruined at once. They ſee their affairs, 
going bad, and that they cannot anſwer the juſt 
demands mage upon them; yet they are too idle 
to apply to work, or too proud to retrench their 
expences; and ſo © poverty cometh upon them like, 
an armed man.“ In many, a ſurly, diſobliging 
temper; in others, want of punQuality in diſpatch- 
ing orders, and ſertling accounts, brings them into 
diſtreſs. There would be very few paupers, few 
burthenſome to their friends and pariſhes, if me- 
chanicks and ſervants would conſider what is, before 
them in life; if they would ſave againſt. a time 
of fickneſs and old age, and not ſpend all they 
get in rioting, dreſs and vanity, It is to be feared, 
that many negle& daily and ſeriouſly to pray for 
that * bleſſing of the Lord, which maketh rich and 
addeth no ſorrow wich it.” In ſhort (to uſe the 
words of a judicious writer) * whoever will trace 
vpward | to the ſprings ard cauſes of publick and 
private events, will find, except Where the imme- 
diate finger of providence is viſible, that what is 
uſually called / luck is che effect of negligence. or 
impru- 
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im prudence. And the noted Cardinal dz Retz uſed 
to ſay, that * Misfortune was only another word for 


imprudence. The remark in the text -is applicable 
to many, 


3. With regard to their relantind bn Nite; 


For inſtance; how many unhappy marriages are 
there! Some perſons of both ſexes complain of 
their being unequally yoked. T hey envy every one 
who is more happy in that relation than them- 
ſelves, and murmur at providence for directing 
them to ſo bad a choice. They lament their diſ- 
treſs, and ſay, It was their fate; when alas, It 
was their fo/ly, They preferred wealth, beauty, or 
wit, before good ſenſe, good temper and piety, 
They choſe by the fight of the eye, or the vanity 
and luſts of the heart; without conſidering that it 
was to be a relation for Jife, and what qualifica- 
tions were neceſſary to make that agreeable. Their 
friends foreſaw and foretold the. miſery they were 
ringing upon themſelves ; but they would not be- 
lieve them. Inftead- of taking any pains to remove 
what ever is the occafion of coldneſs and uneaſineſs 
between them and their yoke-fellows, they a& as 
if they ſtudied to increaſe it; by bitter words, 
teazing complaints, unkind ſurmiſes, jealous ſuſpi- 
cions ; and particularly by behaviog ill. to each 
other's relations; than which, there is not a more 
common ſource of conjugal unhappineſs, nor a more 
evident ſign of folly and perverſeneſs. — The re- 
mark in the text is applicable to many with re- 
gard to their children. They complain that their 
children are idle, diſobedient and undutiful ; keep 
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bad company, and will not be reſtrained; that they 
cannot manage them; that they have not ſuch 
comfort in their children, as other parents have in 
theirs; and that Gop hath not given them grace.— 
Now I believe, that in moſt inſtances of this kind, 
Parents have perwerted their own and their children's 
way. They are unconcerned about their children's 
fouls, neglect family-prayer and inſtruction. Or if 
they pray with them and teach them the princi- 
ples of religion and to pray, they neglect the go- 
vernment of their paſſions; will not allow them to 
be contradicted, and ſuffer them always to have 
their own will. They wink at thoſe follies, which 
oupht to be reftrained; and yet ſtrangely wonder 
that their children are untractable. Some parents 
ſhow great partiality in the treatment of their chil- 
dren. They ſuffer a favourite child to tyrannize 
over ihe reſt, and ſo. lay a foundation for family- 
jealouſies and contentions, While they teach them 
religious principles, they teach them alſo the love 
of money, dreſs and ſhow. They ſet them a bad 
example of eagerneſs for the world; ſpeak with ap- 
plauſe of thoſe who are rich and fine; and make 
money their children's reward when they do well. 
They are glad to have their children taken notice 
of and entertained by thoſe, who are much their 


ſaperioars, Hereby young perſons contract a taſte- 
and habit of living above their rank and. circum- 


ſtances. Thus they become averſe to, and unfit for, 


thoſe humble ſtations, for which providence - evi- 
dently intended them. And probably nothing hath 
contributed more than this, to the corruption and 


ruin * ſo many miniſters“ children; tho' in other 


reſpects, 
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reſpects, they have had ſome peculiar advantages 
in their education .“ Many parents are more in- 
tent upon getting a fortune for their children, 
than giving them a good education, or inſtilling 
into them thoſe principles and diſpoſitions, which 
would prevent their abuſing what they poſſeſs. They 
ſet them as apprentices or ſervants in families where 
there is no religion, and where they ate likely to 
be corrupted. Yet they wonder, that heir children 
ſhould be worſe than others, and cannot fee the 
cauſe of it; when every one elſe ſees it plainly, 


| This remark is likewiſe applicable to the caſe of 


ſervants. What perpetual complaints bave we of 
bad ſervants! How often do we hear it ſaid, * no 
one hath ſuch bad ſervants as I; or is obliged to 
change ſo often, I have the worſt luck in the 
world.“ And their heart fretteth againſt the Lord. 
Now theſe complaints likewiſe are often /e/f-pro- 
cured, There are perhaps no methods uſed to make 


ſervants ſerious and good: no family prayer; no 


religious inſtrudtions given them. They are often 
kept from publick worſhip on the Lord's day, un- 
neceſſarily employed about ſecular buſineſs, and 
allowed to waſte ſacred time in amuſements. In 
many families, where Gop is daily worſhipped and 
the ſabbath ſanctified, no Pains are taken by the 
makers and miſtreſſes to gain the eſteem and affec- 

| E 4 tion 


ll. 1 8 A — 
3 2 


1 © My care and fear for my children is, left being kindly 
- entertained by, and converſing with, perſons ſo far above them in 
rank and fortune, tho' of the beſt ſort, ſhould lift them up; 
whereas I had rather they ſhould be kept low.“ P. Henry's 
life, P 105. 
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tion of their ſervants. . They are imperious in their 
commands, unreaſonable in their expectations, and 
perpetually chiding and teazing them. They too 
often and too long blame trifling failings, and ag- 
gravate greater ones, Hence they loſe. their own 
reputation, and can procure no ſervants, but thoſe 
whoſe characters at beſt are ſuſpicious; and who 
will not be concerned to pleaſe, becauſe they think 
it impoſſible, — Once more, under this head; many. 
are blameable for their diſcontent with che world 
about them. They complain of the ill behaviour 
of their acquaintance and neighbours; that they 
meet with no efteem and reſpect, but are ſlighted, 
neglected and forgotten: that they are afflicted, 
but have no pity ſhown them: that the world is 

weary of them and wants to have them gone.“ All 
this may be true; and yet no more than they de- 
ſerve; at leaſt have brought upon themſelves, by 
inſolence, pride and ill manners; or by tiring all 
about them wich their complaints, and acting as 
if they were determined not to be pleaſed. - Thus 
coth the folly of men in /ccia/ life pervert. | their 
own way. — I add, in the laft place, 


4. 'The remark in the text is applicable to the 
caſe of men's minds and their religious concerns. 


This, we have in part ſeen under the former 
heads. It is no uncommon thing for thoſe who 
make a profeſſion of religion, and one would hope 
had rhe root of the matter in them, to be uneaſy 
and fretful without any external cauſe, They com- 
plain, that *others can find comfort and pleaſure 
in religion, and the worſhip of le but they can= 


not: 
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not: that they want that inward peace and hope, 
which many enjoy; and Gop. denies them thoſe 
aſſiſtances which he grants to others.“ Now, this 
is often owing to their own negligence; ſuffering 
their paſſions in early life to gain the aſcendancy 
over them; taking little or no pains to furniſh. their 
minds with uſeful knowledge, and to. have the 
word of Chriſt dwell in them richly. negle& 
the wotſhip of Goh for evety rrifling ory per- 
haps they neglect to ſeek the bleſſing of Gop upon 
the appointed means of grace, and to mix faith 
with the word which they hear; ſo that ordinan- 
ces do not profit them and afford them comfort. 
They have ſome fins which are unmortified ; and 
theſe obſcure their hopes. Yet ſuch is their diſ- 
poſition, that their miniſters and friends have no 
encouragement to offer them any admonition and 
advice, as they have juſt reaſon to apprehend that 
it will be received with reſentment or eſteemed 
impertinence. They complain, that 6 Gop giveth 
Satan power over them ;? when by negleQing 1 watch= 
fulneſs, ſelf-government and prayer, they even tempt 
the tempter; make their hearts a proper abode for 
him; and their on paſſions furniſh him with in- 
ſtruments to. perplex and torment. them. They are 
ready to ſay when they are tempted, they are 
tempted of GOD: whereas Gop tempreth no man; 
but they are drawn away of lein own lults and 
enticed “.“ By irregular paſſions and a fretful tem- 
per, they grieve the holy ſpirit of Gop and cauſe 
him to withdraw; and then complain of Goo, that 
he hath taken away his rand ſpirit from them. — 
3 To 


. ! i. 14. 
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To theſe and many ſuch inflances which might be 
mentioned, thoſe words of the prophet may be 
applied, © their own iniquities correct them, and their 
own backſlidings reprove them +;* or in the lan- 
guage of Solomon, they eat of the fruit of their 
oa ay, and they are filled with zheir own devi- 
19 875 SI now proceed to ſhow, 


III. The folly and wickedneſs of this conduct. 


It is very abſurd; for in moſt of theſe caſes they 
have no one to blame but themſelves ; or the chief 
fault, if they ſuffer by others, is in their own conduct. 
— It likewiſe proceeds from ignerance of themſelves, 
The eye ſeeth not itſelf; and moſt men are ſtran- 
gers to their own faults and imperfections, or take 
pains to vindicate, excuſe, or palliate them. They 
have perhaps friends; but theſe will not ſubmit to 
the painful taſk of pointing. out their errors, or 
ſhowing them the cauſe of their diſtreſſes, thro' falſe 
tenderneſs to them ; or perhaps, as was hinted above, 
becauſe. they think it will anſwer no end but pro- 
voke their reſentment. — But this temper is chiefly 
owing to pride; to ſuch a high opinion of their 
own wiſdom and goodneſs, that they think it next 

; N y ; to. 
＋ Jer. ii. 19. 1 Prov. i. 31. 5 
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& The happineſs of life depends 
On cur diſcretion and a prudent choice: 
Look into thoſe they call nnfortunate, 
And cloſer view'd, you'll find they are unwiſe 
Sotre flaw in THEIR OWN CONDUCT lies beneath, 
And tis the trick of fools to ſave their credit, 


Which brought another language into uſe, Dr, Youngs 1 
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to impoſſible that they ſhould have done any thing 
to bring afflidtion upon themſclves. Such perſons 
are generally the laſt to own, that they have judged 
or ated wrong. Every one ſees that they have 
perverted their own way but themſelyes. — In theſe 
caſes to fret againſt the Lord, and impute our mil- 
fortunes to him; to charge upon him what we bring 
upon ourlſelves,. is an impious, horrible in/u/t upon 
him. It is charging him fooliſhly, unjuſtly, and 
| blaſphemouſly, It is true, indeed, he hath eſtabliſn- 
x ed a neceſſary connection between folly and vexation, 
between vice and miſery. But therein he hath acted 
like a wiſe and good governour, and conſulted the 
happineſs of the creation. This is the beſt ima- 
ginable means to keep men from the ways of ſin 
and foliy, — Yet ſuppoſing that we had not per- 
verted our own way, but Gop had ſeen good to 
exerciſe us with the afflitions we ſuffer; to fret 
againſt him in that caſe would be very wrong, and 
ſhow an irreligious ſpirit- He hath a right to 
do this, as we are ſinful creatures and deſerve no 
good thing at his hand. And if our burdens were 
heavier, and our ſorrows more acute, we have no 
reaſon to complain for the puniſhment of our ,a. 
Eſpecially when we reflet, how many mercies and 
comforts he continueth to us, and that he exact. 
eth les than our fins deſerve.” — Conſider further, 
this temper is bad for our/elves. Fretfulneſs only 
tends to aggravate our afflictions, and to hurt our 
minds. It ſpoils our reliſh for the comforts that 
are continued unto vs, and drives away from us the 4 
friends, that would pity and help us: for men will 2 
not be teazed into kindneſs and compaſſion, It: 
E 6 | deſtroys 
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deſtroys the love of Gop and the power of religion 


in the heart, and will unfit us for the bleſſed world 
of friendſhip, peace, love and joy. Beſides this, 
it may provoke Gop to bring upon us ſome heavier 
affliction, to humble the pride of our hearts, and 


lead us to own, that the Lord is righteous,” ——. 


And now 'to conclude the whole; 


Let me exhort young perſons, and thoſe 4 
are bee out in life, to conſider, how much pru- 
dence, caution and foreſight are neceſſary for them :- 


Since there are, ſo many inſtances in which men 
pervert their own way, and bring themſelves into 
firaits, difficulties and ſorrows. * Ponder then, my 
young friends, the path of your feet, and lot awell 
to your goings.” Let prudence and diſcretion guide 
you: let integrity, ſobriety and diligence. preſerve 
vou: let meekneſs, civility and good temper appear 


in all your converſe and tranſactions with. others. 


Deſire, attend to, value and follow, the ſage advice 
of your parents, and other wiſe and experienced 
friends ; at leaſt weigh it carefully and deliberately, 
before you venture, in any one inſtance, to act con- 
trary to it. Remember what Solomon ſaith, in the 
verſe before the text, He that hafterk with his 


feet, finneth.* Let this caution be particularly at- 


tended to, in thoſe two moſt important concerns; 
the choice of your profeſſion and occupation, and 
the choice of a companion for life. Remember, what 
a lively writer. ſuggeſts, that © repentance is an 


excellent viſiting friend, when ſhe reminds us of paſt 


miſcarriages, and preſcribes rules how to avoid them 
for the future; but a moſt troubleſome companion, 


when 
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when fixed upon us for /ife.? Above all, let the 
fear of Gop, rule in your hearts, which will be 
the beſt preſervative from evil. And daily look to 
him for wiſdom. * Truft in the Lord with all thine 
heart, and lean not to thine own underſtanding. In 


all thy ways acknowledge him, and he ſhall direct 
thy paths.“ | 


2. We may for; what a * and miſehievous 
evil pride is. 


This vice prevents men from ſeeing their dan- 
gers and their errors, and hinders their returning 
to the ways of wiſdom, proſperity and happineſs. 
It leads them to think, that they were in no fault, 
and never yet went out of thoſe ways. It diſpoſeth 
them to throw the blame of all their calamities on 
their parents, friends, neighbours; yea upon the 
bleſſed Go: upon any one but themſelves, Let us 
endeavour then to be ſenſible, that we are weak, 
Ignorant and: fallible creatures, and not be * wiſe 
in our own eyes. Let us likewiſe pray, that Gopy 
would give us a diſcreet and ſober mind, and * hide 
pride from us.“ Thus ſhall we be moſt likely to 
eſcape miſtakes, or ſoon to diſcern them, and with 
honour and comfort to retract and amend them. 


3. We may learn, that it will be of great uſe 
to us to make a ſerious enquiry, to what cauſe our 
afflictions are owing. 


When you are exerciſed with troubles and ſors 
rows, take a careful review of your pait temper, 
conduct and way of life; and aſk yourlelves that 
| queſtion, which the r puts to Zrael, « Halt 
__ than 
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thou not procured this to thy/elf, in that thou haſt 
forſaken the Lord thy Gop +?* Conſult your friends- 
vpon this point, They are better judges in many 
caſes than you can be; for partiality and ſelf-love 
blind the eyes. Deſire them faithfully to tell you, 
to what z/ey apprehend: your afflictions are owing 3* 
and be not angry if they deal plainly with you; 
even tho' you ſhould think they. miſtake the caſe : 
for that will prevent their uſing a friendly freedom. 
with you another time. Above all, earneſtly pray, 
that Gop would enable you to trace up the bitter 
fireams to the fountain: that he would point our: 
to you your own errors, and © ſhow you wherefore- 
he contendeth with you f.* The knowledge of this: 
is of great importance; as it will tend to promote 
your humiliation and patience under preſent affliQi- 
ons, and your caution and watchfulneſs for the ſa- 
ture. - Once more, 


| 4 Let us all guard againſt this great fin of 5 
fretting againſt the Lord. 


There are few indeed ſo wicked, or fo void of 
decency and good manners, as to vent their com- 
plaints againſt him open/y; to tax the holy Lord 
Gop with injuſtice or unkindneſs. But it is to be 
feared, many do it ſecretly: and Solomon may per- 
haps intimate this in the text, when he ſpeaks of 
the heart, not the longue, fretting againſt the Lord. 
And indeed, what elſe is the Jacguage of all our 
murmurings and complaints? Is it not fretting 
againſt rhe Lord, tho' we do not uſe his name ? As 
far as we have been guilty herein, let us be deeply 

: humbled 
+ Jer. ii. 17. 1 Job x. 2. 
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humbled before Gop, for the fin and folly ty 


which we have perverted our way. Let us repent 
of the affront we have offered to him, the diſhonour 
we have brought upon religion, and the injury we 
have done to our own fouls. To prevent this for 
the future, let us remember, that tho' we may not 
have brought the evils. which we ſuffer, upon our- 
ſelves, yet /in is the cauſe of them. Our iniqu ties 
may have provoked Gop either immediately to af- 
flict us, or to permit others to do it; or ſuffer us 
to pervert our own way, and: in the greatneſs of 
our folly to go aſtray “.“ In ſhort, if you muſt com- 
plain, complain of your/elves, that you are much 
worſe than you ought to be, and carnot bear the 
common events of life with tolerable patience. Where 
fin ſits heavy, affliction fits /ight ; and the afflicted 
perſon will be penitent, humble, and thankful. Ace» 
cordingly the prophet Jeremiah thus deſcribes a pa- 
tient ſufferer; © He ſitteth alone and keepeth {lence,' 
without grieving and diſturbing others with his com- 
plaints, © becauſe he hath borne the yoke of affliction, 
e putteth his mouth i the duſt, with deep and 
filent humiliation, if ſo be there may be hope +.? 
Be careful, my Brethren, eſpecially thoſe of you who 
are in afflid ion, that you do not indulge a complain» 
ing ſpirit. To fret againſt men is fooliſh and bad: 
this diſpoſition will grow upon you, and you-will come 
to fret againſt the Lord, Endeavour to keep up good 
thoughts of Gop, and av thoughts of yourſelves, 
and then you will never fret. Conſider how much 
better GOD is to you than you deſerve, and how 
much worſe you are than you ought to be, and it 

will 

® Prov, v. 23. + Lam, iii. 28, 29. 
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will filence every complaint. Thus alſo by your 
afflictions your hearts will be made better; and you 
will be led to fee and acknowledge, that * all that 


Gop hath done unto you, hath not been avithour 2 
cauſe , but with perfect juſtice and the kindeſt de- 


fi gu. In ſhort, we can never be truly eaſy and 
happy, till we accuſtom ourſelves to prudence and 
eaution in our conduct, and to look forward to the 
certain or probable conſequences of it; yea, till we 
not only gain ſome conſiderable degree of patience 
and contentment, but can, with Job, amidſt his 
heavy afflictions, which he had not brought upon 
himſelf, fall down before Gop and worſhip, ſaying, 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;. 


Slaſed be the name of the Lord 11 Amen. 


+ Ezek, xiv, 23. f Job i, 20, 21. 
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| Luke xvit. 32. 


Remember LoT's Wife. 


"HEN our Lord had been 9 the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the ere 


coming upon the Jews, in St. Mar#'s goſpel, 


concludes the prophecy thus; and what [ — 
unto you, my diſciples, I ſay unto a/, watch: 
Thereby plainly intimating, that the ſeveral exhor- 


tations to watchfulneſs and caution, contained in 
that prophecy, are intended for xs and for his 


diſciples in every age, as well as thoſe, to whom 
they were immediately addreſſed, — Our Lord is 


foretelling the ſame event ia the chapter where 


the text is. Aſter he had repreſented the ſudden 
manner, in which the calamity ſhould come, and 
illuſtrated it by the flood which drowned the old 
world, and the deſtruction which overwhelmed So- 
dom, he exhorts them to fly with the utmoſt ſpeed 
from the approaching calamity : and, to - enforce 


the exhortation, he commands them in the text, 


to remember Lot's wife.“ According to his own 
reaſoniog, 
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reaſoning, what he ſaid to them, he ſaith to us. 
It is a caution which we, my Friends, always need; 
in peaceful as well as troublous times; conſider- 
ing the deſtrufiion that ſhall come upon al{, the 
ungodly, and how prone we are to linger and 
trifle, when we ſhould be intent upon ſecuring our 
everlaſting ſalvation. In his name and by his au- 
thority then, I ſay unto you, remember Let's wife.“ 
And I ſhall conſider, 


I. What we are to remember concerning her; 
and, f 


II. For what purpoſe we are to remember her. 
— Let me ſhow, 


IJ. What we are to remember concerning her. 


And here you will obſerve, that Chriſt takes it 
fer granted, that his hearers were well acquainted 
with the calamity, which befel her, according to- 
the account of it in the old teſtament. And this 
ſt.ort hint might be ſufficient for them. But as J 
fear many among us aie not ſo well acquainte& 
with the ſcripture-hiſtory, as probably the Jews in 
general were, it may be proper for_ me to give a 
ſhort account of the deſtruction of Sodom ; and then 
more particularly ſhow, what were the fn and pu- 
niſhment of Lot's wife, which are the circumſtances 
we are called upon to remember, The hiſtory we 
have in Gene/is xix: and there we find, that Sodom 
and Gomorrah were very wicked cities, abandoned. 
to all manner of licentiouſneſs; and to vices, not 
to be named among chriſtians. Their cry came 
up to heaven for vengeance, and Gop was deter- 


mined: 
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mined to deſtroy them. Abraham earneſtly. inter- 
ceded for them; and he had prevailed, if there 
had been ten righteous perſons in all Sodom. A 
kinſman of Abraham's, whoſe name was Lot, whom 


St. Peter calls * a juſt and righteous man, lived 


there. Two angels in human form came to Sodom 
and lodged at his houſe: and, having feen a freſh 
and flagrant inftance of the Sodomites' wickedneſs, 
they told Lot, that the city ſhould be deftroyed next 
day. They commanded him to leave the place, 
with his family and near relations, if he could 
prevail upon them to go with him, Early in the 
morning the angels haſtened Lot and his wife and 
his daughters out. And while Let lingered, unwil- 
ling to leave his goods, at leaſt his children behind 
him, the angels brought him and his family forth, 
and fet them without the city, ſaying, * eſcape for 
thy life: look ro: behind thee; neither flay in 
all the plain; eſcape to the mountain, leſt thou 
be conſumed :* a command, that was addreſſed to 
them all. Lot, fearing he ſhould not be able to 
reach the mountain before the deſtruction came, 
defired permiſſion to retire to Zoar, a little town 


near. His requeſt was granted, and that place, was 


ſpared for his ſake. © Then the Lord rained brim- 
ftone and fire from heaven? upon thoſe wicked ci- 
ties, and overthrew them and deſtroyed all their: 
inhabitants: and the plain where they ſtood was. 
changed into a ſulphureous lake, called the deaa-/ea. 
But what our text refers to, is the account we. 


| have of Lot's wife, (v. 26) She looked back from be- 


hind him and became a pillar of ſalt.— And here we: 
have, | 


bo Hs 
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' been ſafe in Sodem; at leaſt that the 
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* She looked back from behind him.“ She was 
loth to leave Sodem. She ſaw her huſband and her 
daughters go forward; and they no doubt per- 
ſuaded and urged her to make haſte, But ſhe loi- 
tered, when ſhe ſhould have fled; ſtaid behind, 
vexed and diſcontented, till they were got into Zoar: 
For Meſes tells us, the ftorm did not come down, 


till they were ſafe there. Now in this her conduct, 


there were unbelief, diſobedience, ingratitude and 
a worldly ſpirit. — There was great unbelief. She 
feems to have doubted the truth of the angels“ de- 
claration, tho' ſhe had, the night before, ſeen an 
inftance of the profligacy of the people, and the 
miraculous power of the angels in firiking them 


with blindneſs, Seeing it a fine morning, for Mo- 
fes obſerves, the ſun was riſen on the earth when 


Lot entered into Zoar ;* ſeeing no cloud gathering, 
no ſigns of a tempeſt, ſhe thought ſtic —_ have 

ſtruction 
would not be ſo great and ſudden as was threat- 


ened. — Further, ſhe was diſobedient to expreſs re- 


peated commands, to haſten out, not to look 
behind her nor ſtay in the plain. — She was like- 
wiſe very ungrateful to Gor, who had informed the 
family of the approaching deſtruction, and urged 
them to fly * left ey ſhould be conſumed in the 
puniſhment of the city.“ This aggravated her diſ- 
obedience.—Bat it ſeems, the principal reaſon why 
ſhe looked back was, a worldly ſpirits, Her heart 
hankered after what ſhe had left behind, She was 
loth. to part with her houſe, goods and ſubſtance ;. 
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to loſe her relations and acquaintance there. For 
our Lord introduces this caution, immediately after 
be had commanded his diſciples to fly from Feru- 
alem, and not go. into their houſes to take away 
their goods. So that an inordiaate, unteaſonable 
love to earthly things led her to look back and 
linger in the plain. This was her crime, and this 
we are Carefully to remember, — Let us conſider, 


2. Her puniſhment. 


And this is expreſſed in a few words, * ſhe. be- 
came a pillar of ſalt.” She was overtaken by the 
| ſtorm which deſtroyed Sodom. The lightning blaſted, 

her. She was ſtruck. dead but not thrown downs 
She ſtood. ereRt, like a pillar or ſtatue. The brim- 
ſtone and ſalt which were rained down, fell upon. 
her, and not ouly cruſted her over, but. penetrated. 
thro*. her whole body. And this may be illuſtrated: 
by what Maſes ſaith, when ſpeaking of the deſtruc- 
tion of Sodom, The whole land. thereof is brim- 
nene and ſalt and burning +. Thus ſhe was in- 
ſtantly petrified; changed into a ſubſtance that 
would endure; a metallic ſalt; of which, in ſome. 
Piaces in the eaſt, they make their houſes, and 
which will endure for many ages. This ſudden, 
ſtrange, awful puniſhment was inflicted upon her 
in the very act of wickedneſs; and ſhe continued as 
a monument of the divine diſpleaſure, TFo/zphus, 
the, jewiſh. hiſtorian, who lived a little after Chriſt's 
time, ſaith, the pillar remained to his days, and 
that he. himſelf had ſeen it, almoſt two thouſand 
years after the event. But whether it were ſo or 


F Deut, xxix, 23. 
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no, ſhe ſtands in the bible as a monument for ever 3 
a warning to al/ ſucceeding ages, to remember 
her crime and avoid her miſery, And this leads 
me to the ſecond thing propoſed, which was to 
conſider, 


II. For what purpoſes we ſhould remember her: 


What improvement we are to make of this fingu- 
lar event. And the general uſe is, io take warn- 
ing by her, not to triſe, when our eternal ſalvation 
is at ſtake.“ To enforce this warning and caution, 
let us conſider, wherein her caſe and ours reſemble 
each other. And here let the following [particutars 
be carefully attended to, — Gon will certainly bring 
deſtruction upon the wicked, — He hath mercifully 
provided a place or method of ſafety, — He giveth 
us many calls and motives to haften to it. — But- 
men are very apt to linger and look back, even 
after they have begun to eſcape ; — and the awful 
calamity of Let's wife ſhould be remembered, in 
order to prevent delay. Conſider, 


1. Gop will certainly bring a dreadful deſtrue- 
tion upon the wicked, 


Of this we have the ſtrongeſt aſſurance. It is the 
dictate of natural reaſon and conſcience. It appears 
from Gop's moral perfections. The holineſs of his 
nature invariably leads him to hate fin; ard the 
honour. of his government, and regard to the happi- 
neſs of the creation, require him to puniſh it. That 
the righteous ſhould be treated as the wicked, or the 
wicked as the righteous, would (as Abraham argues 
in the caſe of Scdem) be inconſiſtent with the reQi- 

| tude 
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tude of * the judge of all the earth. — His word 
expreſsly declares that he will puniſh them. This is 
the language of all the inſpired writers. We need 
no angel to come from heaven to tell us this. God's 
own ſon, the Lord of Angels, hath informed us of 


it. By his doctrine and death he hath ſhown us the 


evil of fin. He hath revealed the wrath of Gop, 
not only againſt thoſe that fin, and * declare their 
fin, like Sodom, but againſt all unrighteouſneſs and 
ungodlineſs of men.“ We are aſſured of a day of 
judgment, when Gop will render to every man ac- 
cording to his works: indignation and wrath, tri- 
bulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that 
doeth evil.“ The deſtruction of Sodom for its abo- 
minations ſhows, as the apoſtle. Peter obſerves, that 


| © Gop knows how to reſerve the a»juft to the day 
of judgment to be puniſied . It ſhows us, that the 


moſt profligate and inſolent bodies or ſocieties of men 
can neither eſcape nor reſiſt his anger. While the 
deſtruction of Lot's wife ſhows us, that he will not 
paſs by the wilful tranſgreſſions of fngle perſons, — 
Further, the future deſtruction which God will bring 
upon the wicked, will be 7nconceivably dreadful. 
* They ſhall be turned into hell:“ and in order 
to give us ſome idea of that place of torment, it is 
fr-quently deſcribed by images and figures taken 
from the ruin of Sodom. Upon the wicked,” ſaith 


the Pſalmiſt, « Gop ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brin- 


one, and a horrible tempeſt +.* Hell is deſcribed 
Das a lake that burneth with Fre and brimſtone, in 
which the fearful and unbelieving, murderers, whore- 
mongers, idolaters, and all liars, ſhall have their 

| +. Part, 
22 Pet, ils 9. + Plalm xi, 6, 
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part f.“ And St. J obſeryes (v. 7. that © theſe 
cities are ſet forth for an example, ſuffering the ven- 
geance of eternal fire.“ So dreadful will the deſtrue- 
tion of the wicked be! 


 Gop hath mercifully provided. a place or me- 
thod of ſafety: | | 


A way to eſcape this JefiroQtion. He not 6vly 
tells us of future miſery, but ſhows us how we may 
be delivered from it; that we may not be driven 
to deſpair, and plunge ourſelves into greater guilt 


and ruin, becauſe there is no hope. Now it is the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, avho delivereth from the wrath to 


come F. He is, as it were, our Zoar; the city of 


refoge to which we are to fly, and where alone we 
can be ſafe, He inviteth ſinners to come to him, 


that they may have life ; to believe and truſt in him: 


and this is deſcribed by the apoſtle, as *"fljing for 
refuge, to lay hold on the hope ſet before us ||.” 
'This is the ſure foundation which Gop hath laid, 
on which whoſoever truſteth ſhall never be confound-. 
ed; while every other refuge, to which ſinners be- 
take themſelves, will prove a refuge of lies, which 
the ſtorm ſhall ſweep away and overflow f. In 
order to be ſafe in him, we muſt entirely leave So- 


dom; that is, forſake every ſinful way, and renounce 


all the unfruitful works of darkneſs. We muſt be- 


come new creatures, have our temper and ſpirit, 
our leading aims and purſuits, different from the 
men of the world; and while we live among them, 
like righteous Let in Sodom, be uncorrupted by their 
principles and manners; and, like bim, be grieved 

| | | for 
1 Rev. xxi, 8, &F 1 Theſſ. i. 11. || Heb, vi, 28. | Ifa, xxviii, 175 
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for and reprove their filthy converſation and unlawful 
deeds._——lI obſerve, 


3. Gov giveth us many calls and motives to haſten | 
and eſcape for our lives. | 


In the exhortations given by his prophets, by his 
Son, and by his apoſtles, ſpeed is required and inſiſted 
upon ; and the folly and danger of delay are poin- 
ted out, We are commanded to * fy from the wrath 
to come, like perſons alarmed with a ſenſe of danger 
and deſirous of ſalvation, He calleth men to haſten 
by his miniſters; who are ſo frequently admoniſh- 
ing trifling ſinners, and perſuading them, by the 
terrors of the Lord, to make no delay. He calls 
men to this, by reminding them, that deſtruQtion may 
come /uddenly upon them, like a thief in the night: 
and that the conſequences of being found ſleeping 
and unprepared, will be eternally dreadful. The - 
call is repeated and enforced by the many inſtances 
of perſons dying ſuddenly or in their full ſtrength. 
Gop puts it into the hearts of chriſtian friends to 
admoniſh ſinners, as Lot did his relations and townſ- 
men. Their own conſciences often remind them of 
the neceſſity of ſpeed. Some awful paſſage of ſerip- 
ture; the attack of ſickneſs, or the death of their 
acquaintance, rouſe their conſciences, alarm their 
fears; and the Spirit of Gop follows them with 
this ſolicitation, © /ave your/elves from this untoward 
generation.” Gop is gracious in all theſe calls and 
awakenings. Thus, as was ſaid of Lot and his wife, 
* the Lord being merciful to them, Jays hold on their 
hands, while they linger; brings them out and ſays, 
© eſcape for your lives.” © How ſhall I give thee up, 
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Ephraim? how ſhall I make thee as Sedom ? how 
ſhall I ſet thee as Gomorrah ? ” 1 obſerve, 


4. Men are apt to linger and look back, after ey 
have began to eſcape. | 


The death of Let's wife ſhows, that none of the vx 
family could be ſafe, till they were got into Zar. 
No more can ſinners, be ſafe, till they are in Chriſt ; 
till they become fincere penitents and believers, 
There are many who are convinced of this: they 
have had ſerious impreſſions made upon their hearts, 
and have been awakened, to ſee that they are in the 
road to deſtruction. They have begun to fly from 
bad company and wicked ways; and entered on a 
courſe of ſerious preparation for eternity. They 
have ſet their faces heaven-wards. But they make 
no ſpeed. And the ſame diſpoſitions, which led 
Let's wife to look back, retard them. — For inſtance, 
when their firſt alarm is over, they begin to queſtion 
whether there was any reaſon for their fears; whether 


the word of Gop denounceth ſuch judgments upon 


ſinners, as they hear in the congregation ; whether 
miniſters are in earneſt in their threatenings and ad- 
monitions. They appear to them, as Lot did to his 
wicked ſons-in-law, as one that mocketh.” They 
queſtion whether the threatenings of wrath in ſcrip- 
ture belong to any but the moſt profligate ſinners. 
While they are thus demurring, Satan fleals away 
their good impreſſions, and hardens them in their 
unbelief. They ſee others lingering ; and ſome too 
who make a profeſſion of religion; and they think 
that an excuſe for their lingering alſo, Like Let's 

vite, 
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wife, they are loth to leave their old acquaintance 
and companions; loth to break off their connections 
with them, and renounce their finful pleaſures. Some- 
times when they are diſpoſed to do this, they fear 
teſt their companions ſhould make a jeſt of their re- 
ligious concern, And this doth more to draw them 
back, than all the terrors and mercies of the Lord 
can do to quicken them. — Again; the ove of the 
world and the influence of preſent things, pull them 
back, as they did Lot's wife. Worldly buſineſs and 
purſuits draw off their attention from the one thing 
needful. Pleaſure courts and amuſes them. Their 
attachment to earth and ſenſe is ſo ſtrong, that they 
make no advance towards ſalvation, but look back. 
Their ſerious impreſſions and convictiens are loſt; 
and their * goodneſs is as the morning cloud, and 
like the early dew, it pafſeth away.” Thus men trifle 
in the moſt important concerns, and linger on the 
very brink of ruin. 


5. The deſtruction of Lot's wife mould be remem- 
bered in order to quicken us: 


To prevent our looking back and excite us con- 
tinually to preſs forward. Chriſt commands us, to 
remember it; to call it often to mind, and fix. our 
thoughts cloſely upon it. We ſee that lingering was 
fatal to her: it was ſo to the Jews, when Jeru/alem 
was beſieged : it hath been ſo to thouſands ſince. 
And we may apply to multitades in this generation, 
what our Lord ſaith juſt before the text, as it was 
in the days of Let, they did eat and drink, they 
bought and ſold, they planted, they builded ; * mipd- 
wg * but the buſineſs and oleaſures of this 
| T3 life, 
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life. But the ſame day that they went out of Sadbm, 
it rained fire and brimſtone from heaven and 4 
Areyed them all. Even thus ſhall it be in the day, 
when the Son of man is revealed 1.“ And Gop grant, 
it may not be the caſe of any of you, when Chhriſt 
cometh to call you hence !-—Theſe inftructions the 


event which we have been conſidering ſuggeſts to 


us; that Gop will bring a dreadful deſtruction upon 
all the wicked — He hath mercifully provided and 
diſcovered a way to eſcape it — He giveth us many 
calls and urgeth many motives, to engage us to fly 
from it — men are apt to linger and look back, af- 
ter they have began to eſcape — and the deſtruction 
of Lot's wife ſhould be remembered and conſidered 
in order to quicken them. 

Let me now conclude with a b addreſs 
grounded on theſe particulars, — If you have never 


yet attempted to eſcape from ſpiritual Sodom, from 


a ſtate of fin and death, let me addreſs you as Lot 
did his children, up, get ye out of his place, 
for the Lord will deſtroy all thoſe that are found 


in it.” Linger not in the plain of deſtrudtion; but 


fly to Jeſus Chriſt; and by ſincere repentance and 
faith receive him as a ſaviour; for there is ſalva- 


tion in no other. To-day, while it is called to- 


day,“ and you may eſcape and be ſaved, hear his 
voice and harden not your hearts.“ This is not a 
yain thing but your life: it is a matter of the moſt 


urgent neceſlity, and your eternal All is at ſtake, 


If you are e and inclined to defer it, re- 
member Lot's wife. — Have you, thro” grace, been 


awakened and humbled for fin ? Have you begun to 


forſake 
+ Luke xvii, 28, 29. 
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forſake evil company, and to leave the abodes and 
the practice of wickedneſs ? I exhort, entreat and 
charge you, never to. /oo back, Never venture to 
return to a ſinful way. Never hearken to a ſoli- 
citation to return, Never hefitate a moment about 


it. Never ſend back a kind look to the ſtate and 


the company which you have forſaken; as if you 
had left them with regret, and were ſorry you had 
gone ſo far. Remember what it was that ſeduced 
Lot's wife to look back, and guard againſt that. Let 
not the love of money, or buſineſs, or pleaſure, or 
friends, or relations, ever ſtop you in your courſe 
heaven-wards, or divert you from reaching forth to' 
that which is before you. Rather give up every 
thing, than your immortal intereſts, © For what is 
a man profited, if he gain the whole world and loſe” 
his own ſoul? *—— Let me addreſs the exhortation 
to all of you, whatever progreſs you have made in 
religion. Many of you have enjoyed great religious 
advantages, So. had Let's wife. No doubt that 
righteous man, who admoniſhed his wicked neigh+ 
bours and grieved for their vices, would by his 
converſation and example, inſtruct and admoniſh his 
family, You are nearly related to good men. So 
was Lot's wife, You have eſcaped the gro/er pollu- 
tions which are in the world. Your characters are 
good and fair; and you, make a profeſſion of piety: 
and devotedneſs to Gop.. All this was the caſe 
likewiſe with Lots wife. His family was diſtinguiſh- 
ed in Sodom by ſobriety, hoſpitality, decency and 
piety. Yet notwithſtanding all this, ſhe trifled, lin- 
gered and periſhed, Who then dares ſay, 7 am 
ſecure ? Who would not tremble for himſelf, and 


F 3 not 


— 3 ů Pr̃— — — — —_— 


£ —— 7 
- PEY 


Ora — 


RCTS IT A 


m_ 


— qr 


— Sy — 4 
P00 Fs a, A —— 


ery Ob — — ——- 
— — — * 
1 wm 
1 


in how awful a manner God teſtified his diſpleaſure 
with her. And may it be effectual, thro' the energy 
of divine grace, to preſerve you from apoſtacy and 


ward and lay hold on eternal life: that ye be not 
of them, that'draw back to perdition, but of them 


he, who alone is able to do it, keep you from fal- 
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not be high-minded but fear? Who doth not ſee the 
greateſt neceſſity for waichfulneſs and prayer? Look 
upon this pillar of ſalt, my Brethren; look upon 
this monument of human weakneſs and frailty, and 
of divine Juſtice, and receive inſtruction from it. 
Learn from it, that the bSar4//ider in heart ſhall be 
filled with his own ways,” Learn from it, that . if 
any man draw back, God's ſoul ſhall have no plea- 
ſure in him; and what a fearful thing it is to fall 
into the hands of the living Gop.“ Learn from it, 
to “ work out your own ſalvation with fear and 
trembling,” and when you think you ſtand, to rale 
heed leit you fall.“ And let it excite your daily fer- 
vent prayer, that you may be quickened by the 


word of God, and * kept by his mighty power nad | 


faith unto F 


To conclude. Let the tory of Eot's wife be 446. | ; 7 
| familiar to your minds, and ſeriouſly and frequently *? 


conſidered. Think of her crime; of thoſe wrong 
Principles and affections which led her to it; and 


declenſions, and engage you continually to prefs for- 


that believe to the ſaving of the foul.* And may 


ling and preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of 

his glory with exceeding joy! To him be glory and 

majeſty, dominion and power both now and ever; 
Amen. + 
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MATTHEW xxvi. —41, 


— The Spirit indeed is * but * Ae 5 is 


weak. 


HEN the apoſtle is exhorting chriſtians to 
lay aſide every weight, and to run with 
patience the race that is ſet before them, he adds, 
* Jerking unto Jeſus the author, or leader of our faith +." 

And amidſt all the afflictions of life and the diffi- 


culties of our chriſtian courſe, a lively view of the 


Patience, tenderneſs and compaſſion of our leader 


and fore-runner, is very animating and encourag- 


ing. We have many inſtances of theſe in the new 
teſtament; and a very affecting and comfortable 
one in the text. Our Lord, a little before his death, 


retired into a garden for prayer, and took with him 


Peter, and James, and John. There he endured a 
great agony, and went thro' a ſcene of very deep 
diſtreſs, He commanded his diſciples to-watch with 
him, that they might obſerve what paſſed, for their 
own inſtruction and the benefit of others; to whom 
8 

+ Heb, xii. 1, 2. 
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they might relate and tranſmit it. After he had 
ſpent ſome time in the molt fervent prayer, he 
came to them, and found them ſleeping. He faith 
to them, and particularly to Peter, who had been 
moit forward in his profeſſion of regard to his maſ- 
ter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour 2? 
Keep awake ſo ſhort a time, while I was in ſuch 
an agony? Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation ;? that ye be not overcome by the 
temptations, to which you will be expoſed. He then 
adds in the text, The ſpirit indeed is willing, but 
the fleſh is weak.“ A noted commentator + obſerves, 
That this is not intended as an excuſe or mitt- 
gation of their ſleeping in theſe circumſtances, but 
as a motive to prayer and vigilance.* I rather think 
it is to be conſidered in both theſe views. 74. 


ſpirit is avilling ;* your hearts are honeſt; you have 


a great love to me, and your reſolutions to adhere: 
10 me are ſincere: But e fleſh is aweat;* the in- 
firmities of the body prevail over the ſentiments 
and reſolutions of the ſpirit. On this account I pi- 
ty and excuſe your negligence and drowſineſs ; 
bat exhort yau to be more careful for the coping 
This ſenſe ſeems moſt agreeable to our Lord's 
neral manner of treating his diſciples. And ap 
the words in. this light, they ſuggeſt much, both 
for our encouragement and our caution. And we 
may draw theſe three remarks from them: 


I. The faithful ſervants of Chriſt find the 1 
a great bindrance to the ſpirits 
4h U. Chriſt 
+ Whitby in Loe. 
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II. Chriſt maketh very compaſſionate allowances 


for the infirmities of his ſervants. 


III. Nevertheleſs it is their duty to watch and 
ſtrive and pray againſt them.—l will illuſtrate theſe 
particulars, and add ſome ſuitable reflections. 


I. The faithful difciples: of Chriſt often find the 
body a great hindrance to the ſpirit ; eſpecially in 
religious exerciſes. 


Man is a creature fearfully and wonderfully 
made; conſiſting of fleſh and ſpirit; a body com- 
poſed of groſs matter; weak, frail, and reducible 
to duſt; and an immaterial, immortal ſoul. The 
principles of each are very different; and yet they 
have a ſtrange influence one upon the other. Every 
one knows and feels this, tho” none can clearly ex- 
plain or underſtand it. The body is a clog to the 
operations of the mind; ſo that it can take in but 
few ideas, extend its views but a little way, and 
keep its attention fixed to any thought but for a 
ſhort time. Hence our improvements in knowledge are 
ſo inconſiderable; attained very gradually, and with 
great labour; and the memory frequently loſeth 


what it hath attained, —— Where the heart is flucere, 


and deſireth to ſerve Gop and engage in religious 


exerciſes with vigour and zeal, the body will not. 


keep pace with its deſires and attempts, but quickly 
flags and tires. In perſons of the beſt conſtitutions 
this is often the caſe. Cares relating to the body 
diſtract the thoughts; and the livelineſs of the ſpirits 
hurrieth them away from one object to another, ſo 
that the moſt important concerns are not ſo coollyß 

* and 
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and juſtly conſidered, as they ought to be. This. 
is particularly the caſe of perſons of weak conſtitu- 
tions and feeble ſpirits. A little attention wearies 
them. When they would be moſt thoughtful and 
lively, they are Jeaſt ſo. A fear, a deſire, a hope, 
an alarm, that would ſcarce affect others, is ſome-- 
times too weighty for them; diſturbs their repoſe, 
and clogs tbeir faculties. They are * ſervile to every; 
8$KYEY influence.“ A ſtorm, a ſhower, a ſudden, 
change of weather ſometimes throws the animal frame 
into ſuch confuſion and diſorder, that the ſpirit is. 
quite confuſed and diſordered by it. Drowſineſs or- 
2 kind of ſtupor often feizeth them, and they are- 
ſcarce capable of a few minutes fixed attention, 
cr of retaining one fprightly, devout or comfortable- 
thought. And in proportion to the pains they take- 
to ſhake off the gloom, and keep up the ardour- 
of attention and devotion, is their wearineſs aſter. 
wards. The fleſh expoſeth us to many temptations. 
Particularly to gratify its appetites beyond the bounds: 
of temperance and reafon ; to indulge in ſleep be- 
yond what ts neceſſary and healthful ; to be fretfuÞ 
and impatient under afffictions and Wie and 
thro' fear of f rrow, loſs and pain, to ſacrifice faith. 
and a good conſcience. Theſe temptations are ſtrong 
even when the ſpirit is fincere ; willing and ſolicitous. 
to avoid the appearance of evil, and ſuffer, or give 
up, every thing for Gop and religion. Su St. Paul 
deſcribeth this caſe 3 the fleſh, luſfeth againſt the 
ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleth: and theſe 
are contrary the one to. the other; ſo that ye can- 


not do the things that ye would + ;“ or rather, ye 
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4% not perform the things that ye would. —— Fur- 
ther, the ſpirits of Chriſt's faichful diſciples are 
IX often oppreſed with unreaſonable fears of death. la 
their deliberate judgment they are ſometimes wil- 
ling to remove to the other world; yea, defirous to 
de part. But a love of the body, and a fear of the 
pain and circumſtances of dying, depreſs and ter- 
rify them, ſo that they are, as the apoſtle expreſſ - 
eth it, * /abje# to bondage. The ſpirit is divided 
between deſires and fears; and the weakneſs of the 
fleſh is ſometimes too much both for reaſon and 
faith and hope. The remark: in our text is pecu- 
liarly applicable to the aged, whoſe bodily 1mper- 
fections, pains and infirmities increaſe with their 
advancing years. Tho? their appetites are leſs ſtrong* 
and dangerous, yet their temptations to impatience” 
and fretfulneſs, and their incapacity for lively de- 
vation and. fixed meditation, generally increaſe. Of- 
tentimes the inward man decays with the outward, 
and the weakneſs of the fleſh damps the willing- 
neſs, and abates the ardour of- the ſpirit; eſpecially- 
when they apprehend they are approaching their 
great change aad entering upoa an awful eternity, 1 
—— {i is with pleaſure I. proceed to obſerve, 


F 6 II. Chriſt 


— 
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1 It may be an encouragement and conſolation to the aged 
in ſuch circumſtances, to mention the caſe of ſome eminently piovs and 
uſeful men, It was obſerved of Mr, Baxter in his old age, that tho' 
he had no ſuch degree of doubt, as was any great trouble to his ſpirits, , 
or procured any ſinking, ditquieting. fears, yet he could not ſay that 
he had ſuch certainty of his own fincerity in grace, as excluded 4d 
doubts and fears to the contrary, — Dr. Groſvenor once told a triend,. 
When I was young I thought I could expire with all the courage of a 
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II. Chriſt Ma very compaſſionate allowances: 
for the infirmities of his faithful ſervants. 


Thus in the context; he ſaw his diſciples ſtruck 
with the reproof he had given them far ſleeping,. 
and overwhelmed with confuſion : he therefore makes- 
2 kind excuſe and apology for them in the text. 
Here let vs obſerve, — That Chriſt knows the in- 
firmities of the fleſh — and makes the kindeſt al- 
lowances for them, which the circumſtances of the; 
caſe will admit. | 

He knoweth the weakneſs and infirmitios of the Hesi: 
For Gop ereated all things by Feſus Chrift, He 
was the Almighty's inſtrument to bring all things 
into being, and form and unite the budies and 
ſouls of men, He muſt therefore know, how the 
body affets the mind, and what infirmities of the 
ſpirit ariſe from the fleſh; what are wilful and al- 
lowed, and what are involuntary. — He knoweth 
the weakneſs of the fleſh, becauſe he once davelt in 
it. He feet part of fleſh and blood, and was 
in all things made /ike unto his brethren, that 
be might be a merciful high prieſt f.“ He was ſubs 
ject to hunger and pain, to wearineſs and drowſi- 
neſs; and he felt thoſe appetites, which are com- 


mon 
1 Heb. ii. 17. 18. 
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bero; but old age is timid, When I feel ſome more violent and threat- 
ening ſymptoms, and reflect, that in a few hours or days I ſhall be 
made or loſt for ever, the thought maltes me ſhudder.*— Dr, Vatts, 
in the latter part of his life, when worn down by pain and weakneſs, 
often expreſſed himſelf on this head with great uneaſineſs; and would 


fay, 1 hope I am ſafe, I hope I have not been all my life acting i in 
diſguiſe 3 but it is hard to ſay,” 
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mon to men, tho? he always had them under an 
entire command. His knowledge of the frame and 

circumſtances of mankind is perfect: and his good- 

neſs and love, and the remembrance of what he 
ſuffered, while he dwelt in fleſh, —difpoſe him to 
make the Linde allowances, which the caſe will 
admit. Accordingly the apottle obſerveth, and the 
thought is very encouraging, in that he nel, 
hath ſuffered, being tempted, he is able to fuccour 
them that are tempted.* Again he faith, we 
have not an high prieſt, which cannot be zouched 
with a feeling of our infirmities, . but was in 411 
points tempied like as we are, yet without fin 1.“ 
He doth not require of us impoſſibilities; nor ex- 
pect any meaſure of devotion and obedience, but 
what with due reſolution we can perſorm. In eſti- 
mating the eonduct and character of his ſervants, 
| he taketh in every circumſtance of difficulty and op- 
poſition; their ſtruggles with the temptations of the 
world, and eſpecially with the fleſh. It is certain, 
that the ſame acts of devotion, ſelf-denial, and obe- 
dience, may have more virtue and excellency in 
them, when performed by ſome than others. Men 
cannot form a juſt eſtimate of this; becauſe they 
do not particularly know, how much difficulty there 
ariſeth from the fleſh in performing them. But 
Ciriſt can judge of it, and he will undoubtedly 
take it into the account. Some who are blamed 
for remiſſneſs and negligence in his ſervice, may 
appear in his ſight to do. more than thoſe who 
blame them; or even than others, who are ap- 
plauded for their zeal and activity. And, accord- 
ing 

1 Heb, iv. 15. 
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ing to the gracious tenour of the goſpel, they are 
entitled to a greater reward; as the awidow's mite: 
exceeded the larger contributions of others, becauſe. 
ſhe had. leſs in proportion out of which to give, 


and therefore our Lord commended her. So when 


the diſciples murmured at a pious woman, who» 
anointed his head, he took her part, and ſaid to them, 
© let her alone, why trouble ye her? ſhe hath goxe 
ewhat ſhe could 1. Upon the ſame principles, other 
as of religion, tho' they appear ſmall and incon- 
ſiderable, may be more pleaſing and acceptable to: 
Chriſt, becauſe performed by perſons of weak con- 
ſtitatiqns and languid ſpirits, than thoſe which ap- 
pear more ſplendid, and: which they, who performs 
them, are almoſt. ready. to think meritorious. Where 
he ſeeth a willing mind, and that his faithful ſer- 
vants cannot do what they would, he accepts that: 
avilling mind, and pitieth and excuſeth their infir- 
mities-: for he knoweth their frame, and remem- 


bereth and conſidereth, that they are da. This 


he doth now: and he will appear: to do it in the 
judgment of the great day. He doth not now def. 
piſe the day of ſmall things,” He doth not break 
the brai/ed. reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax. And: 
when he cometh to render to every man according. 
to his works, he will make graciods allowances- 
for their bodily infirmities, and what they ſuffered: 
from the oppoſition and weakneſs of the fleth, I. 
go on to obſerve, 


III. That nevertheleſs it is our duty to watch 
and ſtrive and pray againſt theſe infirmities.. 


Thus. 


1 Mark xiv. 6—8. 
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Thus he exhorteth his diſciples, © avarch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation.” f. d. | know that 
ye mean well; but remember the weakneſs of hu- 
man nature: and if that on the one hand engageth. 
me to pity and excuſe you for being thus over- 
powered with- ſleep, let it on the other hand excite 
you to be more watchful ' for the time to come.” 
In order to engage the compaſſion of Chriſt towards 
ourſelves, and to be entitled to this kind apology, : 
two things are required: we muſt be ſure that the 
ſpirit is wiltling—and muſt watch and pray againſt 
the infirmities and temptations of the fleſh.——. 
We muſt be fure that the ſpirit # willing; 
that our deſires to ſerve Chriſt are ſincere; that 
our devotion proceeds from an upright heart, and 


that our reſolutions of obedience are deliberate, 


honeſt and firm. It is neceſſary, that we fal 
heed to our ſpirits,” watch all their ſecret motions; 
and keep a conſtant guard upon them, that the 


fervour of them may be maintained. To imagine, 


that the compaſſion of Chriſt removes or leſſens 
our obligations to keep our hearts with all dili- 
gence, is a ſhameful abuſe of it; as you would 
think your ſervants very baſe and ungrateful, if 
they grew careleſs and idle, becauſe you kindly 
paſſed over ſome ſmall faults and negligences. But 
it is to be carefully obſerved, that tho* the mind 
may not give way to a rebellious murmuring 
thought; yet, as it is in part ſtill weak and ſin- 
ful, it may feel ſome, yea much reluctance, to that 


holy obedience, that compoſed ſubmiſſion, which is 


moſt ſuitable to Gop's wiſe and gracious deſigns, 
and moſt conducive to our own falyation, We may 


upon 
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upon good grounds ſay, * Lord, the ſpirit is willing ;* 
yet be forced to add, help thou its unwillingneſs.“ 
In that caſe, he will undoubtedly. accept and Pp; 


the willing mics. 


© We muſt alſo frive again, and not give way 


to, the infirmities of the fleſh.'—We- cannot in- 
deed new- model our frame; but perhaps it may be 
mended. Or, if that cannot be done, care, watch-. 
fulneſs and ſelf denial, may give us a greater com- 


mand over it, and conſequently- over our thoughts: 
and affetions. In various. caſes a. regular diet, 
proper phyſick, early hours, and eſpecially: habitual 


exerciſe and motion, would alleviate many- infirmi- 
ties. It is the duty of every ſick and infirm per- 


ſom to uſe theſe means, if he hopes for the bleſling: 
and help of the almighty-phyſician. Theſe would 
throw off part of the weight that hangs upon the 
ſpirits and enfechles the mind: and thus it would 
become more capable of refleion, devotion and 
active ſervices. If perſons (to refer to the caſe of 
the diſciples) are liable to be overtaken with ſleep.” 
in the houſe of Gop, and do not watch with Chriſt 
one aur, they cannot expect his pity. and exeuſe, - 
if they make themſelves drowſy by an exceſs of 
eating and drinking; or place themſelves in ſuch- 
a. polture, as diſpoſeth them to ſleep; or neglect 
any pains to keep awake. Let it be always re- 
membered, that indulging any bodily appetite to an- 


exceſs makes it more violent and craving; that giv- 


ing way to any bodily infirmity, without. exerting. 


all our ſtrength to throw it off, will make it worſe. 
| Let us remember, that it is our duty, as men, and 
as chriſtians, to * under the body, and bring 

it 
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it into ſubjection; to crucify the fleſh with its af⸗ 
fections and luſts; to it up the hands that hang 
down, and to rouſe our languid ſpirits. It is our 
duty, never to ſuffer the paſſions of the mind to 
prey upon the body, nor the weakneſs of the body 
to diſturb and unhinge the mind, It will indeed 
require great ſelf-denial, and a long and hard 
ſtruggle, to overcome evil habits, and' unreaſonable 
indulgences of the fleſh: but theſe muſt be ſubmit- 
ted to; elſe our ſpirits are not /incere and willing ;. 


nor ſhall we be intitled to the redeemer's kind- 


neſs and compaſſion. Let us then wwarch ; watch, 
leſt we unreaſonably pleaſe and gratify the fleſh; 
watch, when we are in places or company, where 
we may be in danger of fin; and watch eſpecially, 
when engaged in the exerciſes of religion, that we 
may do our beſt ; worſhip Gop ia ſpirit, and attend 


upon him without prevailing difra&ion. — Let us 


likewiſe pray and call in divine aids, Gop can 
remove or leſſen the weakneſs of the fleſh: or if 
he doth not, can give the mind ſueh an afcendancy 
over it, that it ſhall be no great hindrance to us. 
He. can /an&ify us in beay. as well as Spirit 3 ; and 
give us fixedneſs and fervour of heart in his ſer- 


vice, notwithſtanding the greateſt bodily infirmities, 
This is very evident, ſince he hath ſupported the 


hearts of many of his ſervants, even in dying mo- 


ments; and they have never felt and expreſſed ſuch 
ardour of devotion, . love and joy, as when fleſh and 


heart have been failing. If we thus watch and 
pray, the kind redeemer will excuſe and pardon 


our unallowed imperfections, and we ſhall meet 


with acceptance i in. the great deciſtve day,—Theſe 


important 
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important truths are intimated to us in the text: 
that the faithful ſervants of Chriſt find the body 
a great ' hindrance to the ſpirit, eſpecially in reli- 
gious exerciſes—that Chriſt makes very compaſiio- 
nate allowances for their infirmities — nevertheleſs, 
he expects, that they watch and ſtrive and pray 
againſt them. — I pow proceed to the r 
of the ſudject. 


APPLICATION. 


1. The compaſſion and grace of Chriſt are wor- 
thy to be admired and truſted. 


It is a juſt and beautiful obſervation of Archbiſhop 
Tiilot ſon, that the gentle rebuke our Lord gives 
his diſciples, and the kind apology he makes for 
them, are very remarkable; and the more ſo, as his 
mind was then diſcompoſed with ſorrow; ſo that 
he muſt have a deeper and tenderer ſenſe of the 
unkindneſs of his friends.“ What a good maſter do 
we ſerve, my fellow chriſtians, who is not ſtrict to 
mark our iniquities, and to puniſh every little neg- 
ligence? Who doth not reject the ſervices of the 
young, the infirm, and the aged, but accepteth the 
willing mind, and pitieth and excuſeth all its u- 
voluntary imperfections. Let this engage us to ſeek. 
an intereſt in the friendſhip and grace of our re- 
deemer, to love him in ſincerity, to ſerve him faith- 
fully, and never allow ourſelves in any thing, which 
may be diſpleaſing to him. I urge this upon you, 
becauſe we may, and probably ſhall, be diſappointed 
in our reaſonable expectations of compaſſion and 
. tenderneſs from our friends and brethren, When 


the. 
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the world frowns upon us, or by ſickneſs we become 
incapable of ſerving others, as we have formerly 
done, we ſhall find ourſelves miſtaken, if we lay 
much ſtreſs upon old acquaintance, whom we are 
apt to call by the name of friends. One, who knew 
the world very well hath obſerved, that we fre- 
quently endeavour to make ourſelves remembered 
by certain perſons, who are de/irous to forget us; 
and in whom we rather create a diſguſt, than an 
inclination to do us good offices. Thoſe that are re- 
ally willing to ſerve us in our diſtreſs, are impa- 
tient to ſhow us the defire they have to do it. As 
for thoſe who expect to be courted, we may take 
it for granted, that they have already, as it were, 
formed a deſign to abandon us; and that they look 
upon our moſt reaſonable requeſts, as very trouble- 
fome importunities.“ Now how natural is it, that 
our experience, or obfervation, of this conduct in hu- 
man friends, ſhould increaſe our eſteem. for the re- 
ligion, the character and temper of the benevolent 
Jeſus. His religion is indeed a diſpenſation of 
mercy and love: his yoke is ea/y, and bis burden 
light.” Let us chearfully truſt his never - failing com- 
paſſion and grace, and his unchangeable fidelity. 
Let us rejoice in his interceſſion; and with pleaſure 
think, that our prayers and praiſes and other ſer- 
vices, are prefented to Gop by this merciful high- 
prieſt, and all paſs thro" his tender and gracious 
hands. And ſeeing we have a mediator, who hath 
Felt and ſtill feels with us; who knows that we are 
feſh, and views all our infirmities with a pitying 
e. ' let us come eddace th to the throne of grace, 


that 
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that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need“ — We may infer, 


2. The weakneſs of the fleſh will be no Excale 
for wilful and allowed fins, 


This is a plain conſequence from the manner 
in which our Lord's exhortation to his diſciples, 
and his apology for them, are connected; and from 
what he ſaith of the willingze/s, or ſincerity of the 
fpirit, Yet I fear there are many proſeſſing chriſ- 
tians, who think that the gratification of bodily. 
appetites to an exceſs is not criminal, or will eaſily 
be excuſed, becauſe theſe are ſtrong and importu- 
nate. Others think, that becauſe their conſtitutions: 
are infirm, this will excuſe their frequent negle& 
of publick worſhip, or other religious ſervices; and: 
the indulgence of impatience, fretfulneſs, and all 
the tumultuous paſſions.— As to the former. ſort, IL 
would obſerve, that the appetites of the body are 
implanted by our all-wiſe Creator to anſwer valu- 
able purpoſes. But he hath given us reaſon tq- 
guide us, that we may not act like brutes. He hath 
given us his word, to direct and aſſiſt us to controu! 
irregular deſires, and moderate and regulate thoſe 
which are lawful. To plead, that fleſh and blood 
cannot forbear this, or do or ſuffer the other, would 
be ſome excuſe, if men were nothing but fei and 
bloacd, It would be an excuſe for a vicious horſe 
or dog. But while men. have reaſon and conſcience, 
and the aids of: fcripture, ſuch a. plea. is as diſ- 
honourable to them, as it is irrational and impious: 
in itſelf. Some men think, that their ſpirits are 
willing, becauſe: they know: their duty, have ſome 

zul 
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juſt notions of God and religion, and of the evil of 
fin; and have good intentions and inclinations, as 
they call them. But if at the ſame time they live 
after the fleſh, and obey its laſts, it is a certain 
fign of an wrwilling, hypocritical and wicked mind, 
This is ſo far from extenuating, that it aggravates 


their guilt. —As to the other ſort, who plead their 


infirmities, as an excuſe for neglecting religion or 
indulging unbecoming tranſports of paſſion, I have 
in effect anſwered their plea under the :Aird remark ; 

and ſhall only exhort them, not to be deceived, 
for Chriſt will not be mocked. Every wilful, al- 
lowed negle& of duty is inexcuſable. If men's in- 
firmities keep them from the houſe of Gov, but 
ſcarce any other place, where they have a mind to 
go; if their paſſions are violent, and no pains taken 
to rule and ſubdue them, and no maſtery gained 
over them, it is the /piri# that is weak, more than 
the fleſh; and watchfulneſs and prayer would at 
once ſtrengthen both. Every one that would be 
conſidered and treated as a diſciple of Chriſt, muſt 
deny himſelf and endure hardneſs; and this muſt exe 
tend both to body and mind, that both may be 
capable of ſerving Gop and our generation. | 


3. Let us learn to be candid, patient and com. 
paſſionate, one towards another. | 


© I beſeech you, Brethren, by the meeine/7 and 
gentleneſs of Chriſt,” that ye be pitiful and cour- 
teous, and kindly affectioned one to another ;* that 
ye learn of him, who was meek, charitable and 
gentle. Let us remember, that we all are fea; 
all aweat ; all /inners; and daily need the mercy 
and 
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and compaſſion of Gop and the redeemer. Let us 
then not be ſevere in cenſuring the faults of others, 
but repreſent them with all the ſoftenings of hu- 
manity, and make every candid excuſe for them that 


we can. But peculiar tenderneſs and compaſſion are 


due to thoſe, who are infirm and afflicted; and 
there never ſhould be any thing in our behaviour 
to them, inhuman, ludicrous, or unkind. Let us 
bear with their impatience and peeviſhneſs ; not an- 
fwering again, tho' we cannot but inwardly con- 
demn theſe irregularities. Let us be careful, that 
we do not, by uncharitable cenſures, add affliction 


to the afflicted. Let us not irritate their diſtreſſes, 


by urging them to do what they probably cannot 
do, and blaming them for not doing it. This 
is too common a way of treating the afflited, by 
thoſe who never felt their grievances. It may have 
the appearance of kindneſs; but it is indeed a cruel 
kindne/s. Let us make all favourable allowances for 
the weakneſs of the fleſh. In this ſenſe, * thoſe that 
are /irong ought to bear the infirmities of the weal,“ 
as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did. — And finally, The 
conduct of Chriſt to his apoſtles ſhows us, how we 
ought to behave to others, when ave ourſelves are 
afflicted. Perſons who are ſick and infirm, or other. 
wiſe diſtreſſed, are apt to think, that they have a 
right to complain; and that their circumſtances are 
an excuſe for impatience and fretfulneſs. They 


are ready to aggravate every ſeeming neglect, or 
even friendly advice, into a crime. But our bleſſed 


Lord, when his ſoul was exceeding ſorrowful, and 
almoſt overwhelmed with diſtreſs, treated his unkind 
diſciples with tenderneſs and compaſſion, and ex- 
1 e cuſeth 
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cuſeth their almoſt ineneuſable ſloth and — 
A thwarting, | croſs and peeviſh behaviour ; com- 
plaining of all about us, as unpitying and unkind, 
is an addition to our own burdens, and diſcompo- 
ſeth our ſpirits. It deprives us of that chearfulneſs, 
with which our relations and friends would attend 


Jon us, and ſerve us, if we were patient, compoſed 


and thankful. It is alſo highly diſpleaſing to Gop, 
who correteth us, and doth it * for our profit ;” 
to exerciſe and improve our virtues, and. * make 
us partakers of his holineſs.” * Let us then put on 
boewels of kindneſs and compaſſion, meekneſs, gen- 
tleneſs and long-ſuffering,* and arm ourſelves with 
the ſame mind that was in Chriſt Jeſus f.“ 


4. How delightful are the views of heaven to 
a good man! 


For there the ſpirit ſhall never bs unwilling, and 
the fleſh no longer weak. To enjoy the candour 
and compaſlion of others is comfortable : but it is 
more comfortable not to need them. When good 
men are diſmiſſed from' the' burden of the fleſh, 
they are in joy and felicity. Glorifed ſaints ſhall 
view Chriſt in all his majeſty and grace; ſhall no 
longer need his compaſſion, but be for ever happy, 
as the objects of his love and complacency. The 
ſpirit ſhall be alert and aQtive, and feel nothing to 


interrupt its noble work or ſublime pleaſuze. At 


the reſurrection theſe * vile bodies ſhall be changed, 
and made like the glorious body of Chriſt,” and be 
beautiful and convenient habitations for glorified 
ſpirits, They ſhall have no appetites to tempt and 

| perplex 
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perplex. No diſorderly paſſions ſhall ariſe from 
them, to torment or diftrefs, the ſoul. There will 
be no occcaſion to fetch in freſh recruits, by food 
or Meep ; nor will they ever be ſubje& to ſickneſs 
and pain. They will never be tired with the work 
of heaven, nor ever weary , of it. There ſhall be 

no infirmities in ourſelves, to occaſion languor, and 
EE, and no infirmities in thoſe about us, to 
exerciſe our patience, or require our ſympathy. Let 
us be daily thankful for theſe delightful views, 
which the goſpel opens upon us; meditate frequent- 
ly and ſeriouſly upon n and conſider them as 
the ſtrongeſt motives to glorify Gop in our bodies 
and ſpirits, which are his.“ | 
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Evidence of a good Underſtanding. 


Ps ALM exi. - io 


on A good Underflanding have all they that de his 
Commandments =——— | 


EN are generally ambitious to bes eſteemed 
- wiſe, To call a man a fool, is reckoned a 
great reproach, and often reſented as the higheſt 


affront. Now the text intimates to us, that the beſt 


method to avoid the imputation of folly, and ſecure 


the credit of our underſtandings, is to be truly reli- 


gious, — The Pſalmiſt, having celebrated the great - 


neſs and glory of Gop, as diſplayed in his works; 


and his goodneſs and compaſſion, as diſplayed in 
his daily providence, proceeds to celebrate the won- 


ders he had done for 7/rae/; and particularly thoſe 


excellent commandments and ſtatutes which he had 


= given them. He then concludes the pſalm, with a 


high encomium of true religion, as the beginning 
of wiſdom, and the beſt evidence of a well-informed 
and judicious mind. * The fear of the Lord is the 


beginning of wiſdom; a good underſtanding have 


all they that do his commandments.” — I ſhall 


Keeping God's Commandments the ſureſt 
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I, nn * * the e e in the 
text. . 


II. Apply it, in ſome uſeful refleions and ad- 
vices, And do you, my Brethren, conſider what 


I ſay ;. and may the Lord give you wnderflanding in 
all things!“ 


I. I fhall illuſtrate and 8 "A declaration in 
the text. 


The Pſalmiſt had obſerved, that * the fear of the 
Lord was the beginning of wifdom,* It is the 
foundation of it, and the firſt ſtep to it. It is alſo, 
as the word may ſignify, the chief, and moſt excel- 
lent wiſdom. By the fear of God we are to under- + 
ſtand, an, habitual, ſerious. and reverent regard for 
him, as the governour and judge of the world: a re- 
verence for his perfections and authority, producing 
a care to pleaſe him, and a dread of his diſpleaſure 
as the greateſt evil. This fear of Gop is to be ma- 
nifeſted by our obedience to his law ; it is to ſhow 
itſelf in our whole lives. And, to prevent any from 
ſuppoſing, that obedience was not included in that 
expreſſion, the Pſalmiſt adds in the text, © a good 
underſtanding have all they that do his command- 
ments.“ The words his commandments are not in the 
original; it is, that do them. But as his command- 
ments had been mentioned juſt before the text, our | 
tranſlators have well ſupplied the ſenſe. The old 
tranſlation renders it, them that do thereafter, that is, 
who are influenced by the fear of Gop, and act 
agreeably to the dictates of that ſacred principle. By 
them, or the commantments of God, we are to un- 
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derſtand, our general duty, as his reaſonable crea» 


tures: whatever he hath revealed to us as his will, 
whether by the light of nature, or his written word. 
And it includes a compliance with every moral pre- 
cept, and every poſitive inſtitution, As the Pſalmiſt's 
remark is applicable to us chriſtians, it comprehends, 
all thoſe duties which the goſpel requireth of us. 
Beſides living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, it re- 


quireth faith in Chriſt, love to him, truſt in him, 


a humble dependence on the help of the holy ſpirit, 
and a compliance with the inſtitutions of baptiſm, 
and the Lord's ſupper: which are commandments of 
GOD, as being enjoined by Jeſus Chriſt, who was a 
teacher ſent from him, Doing his commandments 
implies. avoiding every thing that is evil. So we 
read, * Unto man he ſaid, behold the fear of the 
Lord that is wiſdom, and to depart from evil is un- 
derſtanding .“ It includes alſo learning to do well, 
and practiſing every duty which Gop requireth of 
us. It is not ſufficient to ſtudy the commandments 
of Gop, as a ſcience; to underſtand their meaning 
and extent; and to be able to explain them with 
the moſt critical exactneſs. It is not ſufficient to talk 
of them; to admire their ſuitableneſs and excellency ; 
but we are to 4 them; to do them fincerely, chear- 
fully and conſtantly; unmoved by any temptations, 
that would lead us to negle@ the obſervance of them, 
— Now they who thus do Gop's commandments are 
ſaid to have good underfiandings ; that is, to be quiſe 
men. The words in the original are uſed concerning 
Abigail; * ſhe was a woman of good under/tanding f. 
She had a clear head, and a ſolid judgment; diſ- 

| | G 2 cerned 
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corned the difference of things ; ſaw what was good, 
and what was evil. Her ſpeech and behaviour were 
influenced by ſuch a judgment ; and ſhe condu ef d 
her affairs with great prudence and diſcretion. This 
every good man is indeed a wiſe man: and no one 
elſe deſerves that honourable title. It will appear 
that ſuch have good underſtandings, from theſe 
particulars. They underſtand the nature of things, 
— and the nature and will of Gos beſt. — They 
underſtand this world befi. — And they underſtand 
themſelves, and their true intereſt beſt. 


1. They underſtand the nature of things beſt, 
and judge rightly of their eſſential difference, 


They are not deceived by vain words, to * call 
evil good, and good evil; to put darkneſs for light; 
and light for darkneſs.” They do not form their 
judgment upon the opinion and practice of others, 
and conclude that to be wiſe and good, which the 
generality admire and purſue. They do not * judge 
according to appearance, but judge righteous judg+ 
ment.” They prefer, and ſtudy thoſe things, which 
are moſt valuable in themſelves, which have an in- 
trinſick, eſſential, unalterable worth and excellency 
in them. Their thoughts are not employed about 
things above their capacity, and in which therefore 
they have no concern. They ſpend not their time 
about fooliſh and unlearned queſtions, dark and 
my ſterious points, and oppoſitions of ſcience, falſly 
ſo called ;*. but about that which is profitable and 
pſefal ; that which is the proper wiſdom of man. 
And having propoſed to themſelves the beſt ends, 
(hey purſue * by ſuitable and proper means, 

which 
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which is the very eſſence of wiſdom, and the ſtrong- 
eſt proof of a good underſtanding. They purſue 
that, as the buſineſs and end of their lives, which 
is moſt worthy their purſuit, and will beſt reward 
all the labour, pains and ſelf denial which it may 
coſt them. Again, : 


2. They underſtand the nature and will of Go 
beſt. , FA 


| So St. John obſerveth; * Hereby we know, that 
we now him, if we keep his commandmeats. He 
that ſaith, I know him, and keepeth not his com- 
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.“ 
Good men conſider, why he gave the world a par- 
ticular revelation of his will. And they conclude, 
from his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, and the cir- 
cumſtances of mankind, that it was not to gratify 
their curioſity, or employ their ſpeculation ; but to 
enlighten their underſtandings, ſanctify their hearts, 
regulate their paſſions, and reform their lives. They 
ſhow how ſenſible they are, that the goſpel is a 
doctrine according to godl:ne/s,” and that the end 
of the commandment is charity, out of a good con- 
ſcience, and a pure heart, and faith unſeigned.“ 
That the kingdom of Gop is not meat and drink,“ 
or debates about myſteries, forms, and ceremonies, 
and zeal for, or againſt them; but that it conſiſts 
in righteou/ne/5, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt," It 
is reckoned an evidence of wiſdom to underſtand 
the conſtitution and laws of our country. But he 
is certainly the wiſeſt man, who is obedient to the 
law. He is the beſt ſubject, who leads a quiet and 
„„ G 3 peaceable 
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peaceable liſe in all godlineſs and honeſty.“ Thus 
Moſes urgeth obedience to Gop's laws upon the 
Tjraelites, as the beſt evidence of their wiſdom; 
* Keep them therefore and do them, for this is your 
aui ſdom and underſtanding in the fight of the nations; 
who ſhall hear all theſe ſtatutes, and ſay, ſurely this 
great nation is a aui and unaerſtanding people .“ 
Other nations may have more power, wealth, ſplen - 


dour and politeneſs; but you will be more wiſe and 
honourable than they.———F urther, 


3. Good men underſtand this world beſt. 


They conſider it, not as their home and portion, 
but as a diſtant land; a ſchool of education; a ſlate 
of trial for another world. It is reckoned an accom- 
pliſhment to 4now the world, They know it beſt, 

who deſpiſe it, and keep their hearts from the love 
of it: who conſider its wealth and pleaſures as no 
further valuable, than as they may be made ſome 
way ſubſervient to their own true happineſs, or ena- 
ble them to promote the happineſs of others. They 
who love it and purſue it, as the main thing, do 
not Lace it. They believe it to be ſolid, ſubſtan- 
tial and ſatisfying ; but they are miſerably deceived. 
They kwew it beſt, who love it leaſt; and, while 
they faithfully diſcharge the duties of life, have 
their converſation in heaven. Once more, 


4. They who do God's command ments, under- 
ſtand themſelves and their own intereſt beſt, 


They know, and conſider, that they were formed 
for Gop ; for his ſervice and honour, And there- 


fore 
+ Deut. iv, 6. : 
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fore their firſt enquiry is, © where is God my 
maker ?* What doth he require of me, and how is 
his favour to be obtained? They know, from re- 
flecting upon their own natures, that they were not 
formed to ſcrape together the riches of earth, to 
indulge its pleaſures, and to gratify every craving. 
appetite, Therefore, while others are © cumbered 
about many. things,” their attention is fixed upon 


the one thing needful.” They know that * to fear 


Gop, and keep his commandments, is the <vhole 
duty and intereſt of man,“ and .therefore they do 
this. Others pretend to purſue happineſs ; but they 
mils of it; becauſe they ſeek it where it is not to 
be found, and forſake the only path that can lead 
to it. If thou be wiſe,” faith So/omon, that is, truly 
religious, © thou ſhalt be wiſe for -H ft; thou 
wilt be the painer by ic. Good men are the only 


perſons who really conſult their own intere/f, who 


mind the main chance, and purſue true happineſs. 
For nothing is happineſs, that doth not extend to 
the ſoul as well as the body, and to eternity as 
well as to time. Would you not call him a fool, 


who was intent upon cleaning his coat after a fall, 


while he took no care to have a broken limb ſet, 
or a dangerous wound healed? And is he not a 
fool, who takes great care of the body, and none of 
the ſoul ? Would you not call him a fool, who was 
in needy and diſtreſſed circumſtances, and yet was 
every day affronting and diſobliging thoſe, who 
would otherwiſe be his friends and benefaQors ? 


And 1s not he a fool, who loves the praiſe of men, 
better than the praiſe of GOD; and to gratify his 


G4 appetites 
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appetites or increaſe, his ſubſtance, offends the * 
mighty majeſty of heaven, . in whoſe. favour is life / 
Would you not call him a fool, who declared his 


expectation of ai:iving at a ſouthern climate, yet | 
would continue to travel directly north? And is | 


he leſs ſo, who hopes to be taved and get to hraven, 
when he will walk in * the broad way that leadeth 
to deſtrufion ?* So fooliſh and ignorant are 

wicked men If the truth in the text needed 
any further confirmation, I might alledge the teſti 
mony of ſcripture at large. There fin and folly, 
wiſdom and religion, are uſed as ſynonymous terms, 
or words of the ſame fignification. Sin is called 
Folly in Jratl. Extravagant, debauched young men 
are called, young men void of underflanding. And 
God frequently complains of his degenerate people, 
that they were a nation woid of underſtanding : that 
there was ns underſtanding in them: as if there were 
no other wiſdom or folly in the world, but virtue 
and vice. Particularly David ſaith, © I have more 
underſtanding than all my teachers: I underſtand 
more than the ancients, becauſe I keep thy precepts *.* 
When Saul was acknowledging to David his great 
ſin in hunting for his life, he doth it in theſe. 
expreſſive words, I have played the foo/ and erred 
exceedingly 1.“ The ſame repreſentation is made 
in the new teſtament, Chriſt ſaith, * Whoever hear- 
eth and doeth theſe ſayings of mine, I will liken 


him to a wie man, that built his houſe upon a 


rock,“ which flood firm amidſt the greateſt tem- 


tes but he who doeth them not, ſhall be likened 
40:5 a fooliſh man, who built his houſe upon the 


ſand,” 
0 Pſalm cxix, 99, + vimank.es 
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ſand,” and it quickly fell to the ground . St. James - 
ſaith, * Who is a w/e man and endued with 4now- 
kdee among you? Let him ſhow out of a good 
converſation, his works with meekneſs of wiſdom g.“ 
Thus doth it appear, that they who keep the com- 
mandments of Gon have a good underſtanding, and 
are indeed the only wiſe men; for they underſtand 
the nature of things, —and the nature and will of 
Gop beſt.— They have formed the beſt judgment 
of this world. and the things of it, and — they un- 
derſtand themſelves and their own true intereſt bet- 
ter than any of thoſe who are deſtitute of the fear 
of Gop, and break his commandments. —— Having 
illuſtrated, and confirmed the inſtructive truth in the 
text, I proceed, 


II. To apply it in ſome uſeful elections 5 
advices. 


1. Let us be chankful for the divine command - 
ments, which are adapted to exalt us to ſuch digs 
nity. and felicity. | | 


This thought David ſuggeſts: to us, when he adds 
after the text, His praiſe endureth for ever.” Let 
him be for ever praiſed, who hath given us ſuck 
laws; ſo plain, and ſo excellent; and put us in 
ſo fair a way of being happy for ever. We read, 
in the books of the ancient heathen, a great deal 
about their wiſe men; their philoſophers, or lovers: 
of wiſdom, But, tried by the teſt in the text, they 
were in general, a people void of underſtanding. St. 
_ who well knew them and their hiſtory and 
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: writings, obſerveth, that *©'profeſling themſelves to 
be wiſe, they became fools ; becauſe when they knew 
Gop, they glorified him not as Gop, neither were 
thankful, but held the truth in wxrighreouſne/s f. 
Loet us bleſs Gop for a better ſyſtem of divine truth, 
and a clearer rule of duty, than they enjoyed. And 
let us love his commandments above gold, yea 
above fine gold; yea eſteem the law of his mouth, 

better to us than 7hon/ands of gold and filver,” Let 
us daily give him thanks for the holy ſeriptures; 
for this reaſon eſpecially, becauſe * they are adapted 
to make us bs iſer than the ancients f; yea, are able 


to make us wvi/e to Jalvatios, thro? _ which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus Y.? 


2. We may hence learn to judge, who are truly 
wiſe, and have good underſtandings, 


My text is a very bold, but a very Juſt EI 
upon a great part of mankind ; for it pronounceth 
them fools. If none have good underſtandings but 
they who do God's commandments, alas! what a 
great many fools are there in the world! I fear 
there. are many princes, and nobles, and ſenators, 
who, in this reſpect, have no underſtanding. There 
is too much reaſon to believe, that ſome are really 
fools, tho' they are great criticks; publiſh learned 
commentaries upon ancient authors, and even upon 
ſcripture itſelf; who write ingenious books, and 
preach excellent ſermons, Many who will talk well 
upon politicks and trade; who are notable men for 
this world; have heads to contrive, and reſolution 

_ * to execute wiſe ſchemes, and know 
| . how 
+ Rom, i, 27, "Y 1 Palm cxix, 200, 8 2 Tim, ii, 15. 
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how. to thrive and get rich, are yet t, So, 
ſaith Chrift, is he that layeth up treaſure for lin- 


elf, and is not rich toward. GOD:? that is, he 


is 2 fool f. They have no mental riches; to do 
good they have no knowledge. Some who well un- 


derſtand, and know. how to cure, the diſorders of 


the body, know not the plague of their own hearts,” 
nor the © firſt principles of the oracles of Gop || ;? 
but have very corrupted and diſeaſed ſouls. Others 
.can ſpeak eloquently upon a difficult point of law ; 
can diſcern an error in a deed, or a fraud in, an 
agreement; yet can ſee nothing amiſs in themſelves, 
but are among the /aw/e/7, the fooliſh and abomina- 
ble in the fight of Gop. There are many ladies, 
who ſhine brighteſt in polite aſſemblies ;_ who are 
.admired for their perſonal charms, their drefs, their 
wit, and genteel behaviour, yet are fools; becauſe 
they are enemies to (30D by wicked works; ſtrangers 
to the leading truths and duties of chriſtianity, and 
lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of GOD.” On 
the other hand, there are many in the lowelt ranks 
of life; perſons of no education or breeding; ſtran- 
gers to wealth and honour, | politeneſs and complai- 
lance ; yet are ſome of the wiſeſt men in the world: 
becauſe moſt under the influence of the fear of 
'Gop, and moſt ſteady and conftant in the practice 
of his commandments. Their intelleQuals in other 
reſpects may. be weak; but they * know God and 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that is eternal liſe 5. They will 


pray with the ardor of an angel, and ſacrifice any 


thing to the favour of Gop and a good conſcience. _ 
G 6 Tho“ 
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132 Keeping Gon Commandments Diſ. . 


The“ they cannot leatnedly defend and plead for 
religion, they do more; they recommend it _ 
holy life; and, if called out to it, they will readily 
and chearfully die for ii. A glorious figure theſe 
men. will make in the future world, however they: 
may be deſpiſed. or overlooked in this! In ſhorts. 
* he underſtands religion well, who learns from -it 
what it is to be juſt and good, and derives from it 
courage enough to dare to be ſo.“ I will never, 
ſaith a pious writer *, take that man for a fool, 
who can hit the way to heaven, nor him for a wiſe 
man, who with it.” Let this teach us, who are 
moſt to be eſteemed, and valued ; not the rich, the 
mighty, the noble and the learned, if they break. 
the commandments of Gop; but thoſe, however 
poor and mean, who keep them. In the eyes of a: 
good man, a vile perſon is contemned, but he lo- 
noareth them that fear the Lord ||.* All they that: 
do his commandments, ſaith the text, be they. ever- 
ſo low, and ever ſo much deſpiſed, are wiſe men; 
the beſt members. of ſociety, and moſt hanourable in 
the eyes of Gop and of all good beings. — Let this 
teach us alſo, not to value ourſelves upon wealth, 
and honour; or upon, what is greatly preferable, 
even intellectual endowments. For nothing bot: true 
religion will ſecure: a man from the imputation of 
egregious folly. And the greater his wealth, honour, 
and accompliſhments in other reſpects, are, he will 
only become a richer prey to Satan, and increaſe the 
triumphs of hell. Thus ſaith the Lord, let not the 
abiſe man glory in his wi/dom, nor the mighty man in 
his might, nor tbe rich man in his riches; but let 

| | him. 
8 Baxter. l Pſalm xv, 4. 
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kim that glorietb, glory in this, that he wrdir/and- | 
a and knoweth me, that I am the Lord t.“ 20195 


Df = Here i is the true teſt of orthodoxy... 


A hard word, Brethren, but a very common ant 
a very miſchievous. one. The thing ie much talked 
ef, but little underſtood. The word properly ſigui- 
fies right thinking,, or judging: having a right be- 
lief of religious articles; or having a good urder- 
ſtanding of them. Some ſay, they are orthodox, 
becauſe they think juſt as their fathers did; or as 
this or that man, er church doth. And they eſteem 
others heretical and wicked, becauſe they. have not 
the ſame ſentiments as themſelves. I think the text 
plainly intimates, that every good: man is orthodox, 
and every wicked man is a kheretick. Truth of thought, 
or thinking rightly of points of divinity,. or articles 
of faith, is undoubtedly a matter of importance. 
But as to the main ſentiments, every good man is 
ſound. No one who doeth Gop's commandments 
will err fundamentally, ſo as. to endanger his ſalva- 

tion. An ungodly, carnal, worldly man, is clearly 
and lamentably erroneous. Accordingly, St. Paul 
having reminded Titus, that the Cretians, among 
whom he then was, were liars, paſſionate, and lazy 
gluttons, commands him to * rebuke them ſharply, 
that they may. be ſound in the faith 5; intimating 
plainly, that they were not orthodox, while they 
were vicious. This ſhows how abſurd it is, to pre- 
fer ſound notions to a good heart, and a holy life ; 
how dangerous it is for men to truſt to right ap- 
Ph of chriſtian doctrines, while they break 
the 


1 Jer. ix. 23, 24 $ Titus i. 12, 13. 
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the commandments of Gop. What ſignifieth it for 
a man to be orthodox in his opinion, and zealous 
againſt error and ſchiſm; and at the ſame time it 
muſt be ſaid of him, he is an ill-natured man; 
a man of violent paſſions; ſelfiſh, proud, and given 


to lying and ſhuffling : he will be frequently drunk; 


he makes no conſcience of his dealings, and is 
vncharitable and bitter to all that differ from him?” 
There is no error or hereſy ſo oppoſite- to the goſ- 
pel, as a wicked life. There are many, ſaith 


Mr. Flawell, who hate def&rinal errors, yet periſh 
by practical ones; who hate falſe ducbrine, yet periſn 


by a falſe heart. Let thoſe then who boaſt of their 


ſoundneſs, or their wiſdom, while their lives are 


wicked, attend to thoſe words of the prophet; © How 
do ye ſay, we are wiſe, and the law of the Lord 
is with zg, while you continue diſobedient, cove- 
tous, and practiſe abomination ? The wiſe men are 


aſhamed, they are diſmayed and taken: Lo, they 


have rejected the word of the Lord, and what avi/- 


dom is in them ?“ I mention theſe circumflances 


ſo particularly, becauſe it is ſo common and ſo eaſy, 
to ſubſtitute notions, forms and ceremonies, inſtead 
of obedience to the commands of Gop. It is eaſier 
to profeſs and contend for unintelligible doQrines, 
and to abound in ceremonies and bodily devotion, 
than to improve the mind and regulate the manners, 
© It is eaſier to go a pilgrimage or to ſtroll about 
the world, than to renounce and correct one bad 
habit. It is eaſier for a man to whip himſelf than 
to mend himſelf; and to tell his beads than to quit 
his vices. It is eaſier to talk, or bear others talk, 

| all 
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all day long about Chriſt and about faith and grace, 


than to forgive injuries and be chaſte and pure in 
heart. There may be a ſtrong paſſion for trifling 
ceremonies and pious frauds; a warm zeal to make 


proſelytes to a party, and to cenſure, ſlander and 


puniſh all who are called hereticks, without amend- 
ment of life; without renouncing inordinate affeQi- 
on; and indeed without one grain of common ho- 
neſty 1.“ Let this teach us how to judge of others. 


Would you know whether they are wife and ortho- 


dox ? Look into their /zves; examine what devotion, 
purity, integrity, ſobriety, candor, benevolence and 
patience appear there: and if they keep the com- 
mandments of Gop, you may be ſure they hold 
no fundamental error. This is our Lord's own rule, 
© By their fairs ye ſhall know them 5.“ 


4. Let us all make it our great care and buſi- 
neſs to do the commandments of Gop. 


Let us ſtudy this as the moſt important branch of 
ſcience ;\ mind this, as the great concern of human 
life. Here let your labour and zeal be employed. 
Then Gop, who is a perfect judge of wiſdom and 
excellency, will approve you. All who are truly 
wiſe among men, will eſteem you. Yea, ſuch a 
charm is there in a religious conduct, that wicked 
men will inwardly eſteem you, tho' they may pre. 
tend to deſpiſe you, and call you enthuſiaſtick, weak, 
and cowardly, Let it be your care then, Brethren, 
to ſanctify the Lord of Hoſts in your hearts, and 
be in kis fear all the day long; to delight yourſelves 
greatly in his commandments; to eſteem all his pre- 

V „ cepts 
| Jortin. 8 Matt, vil. 20+ N 
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cepts concerning all things to be right, and to hate 


every fal/s way. For happy is the man that fibd- 
eth en and the man that getteth this under. 
Handing for the gain thereof is better than fine 
gold, — all things that thou canſt deſire, are not 
ta be compared to hen, Her ways are ways of Fear 
| Jantneſr, and all her paths are peace. His command- 
ments are not grie vous, and in keeping of them 
there is great reward,” Thus it is declared, by the 
higheſt authority, © Bleſſed are they that do kis com- 
mandments, that they may have right to the tree: 
of life, and may enter in thro” the gates into: the: 
A my 14. 


t Rer. xii, 14. 
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Mena An's ObRfVItion concerning * 
dere of the Poor, and the Inſo- 
re ot * Great. 5 


Ira ZMuIAR v. 4, 5. 


Therefore I aid, Surely theſe are poor, they are Ad . 
for they know mot the way of the Lord, nor the 
Judgment of their God. I will get me unto the great 
men and will ſpeak unto them; for they have known 
the way of the Lord, and the judgment of their God: 
but theſe have altogether broken the yoke, and burſt 
the bonds. 


8 the different ranks and conditions of life 
have their peculiar ſnares and temptations, it 

is the duty of chriſtian miniſters to make a plain 
and faithful reprefentation of theſe to their hear- 
ers, and to caution them againſt, © the fins that 
eaſily beſet them.“ This is needfal, that the wiſe 
deſign of providence in placing men in different 
conditions of life may not be counteracted, nor 
thoſe ſervices to ſociety hindered, of which they are 
reſpetively capable. This will be my chief deſign, 
Brethren, in conſidering the ſubject now before us, 
The prophet Feremiak intimates, that he had preach- 
| ed 
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ed to the people of ral, and admoniſhed them; 
but all in vain- They had refuſed to receive 
correction and inſtruction, * had hardened their 
faces and refuſed to return” to Gov, as he obſerves 


in the preceding verſe. He therefore ſet himſelf to 


enquire, what was the cauſe of their obſtinacy and 
diſobedience: and he thought it might be this; 
that the perſons to whom he had chiefly addreſſed, 

were the poor, and that their ignorance hindered 
their improvement of his inſtructions. He therefore 
addreſſed himſelf to the great men; but found no 
better ſucceſs among them; owing,. not to their ig- 
norance, but their willfulneſs and obſtinacy. * There- 
fore I ſaid, theſe are poor, they are fooliſh ; for they 
know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment 
of their Gop,—] will get me unto the great men, 


and will ſpeak unto them; for they have known 


the way of the Lord, and the judgments of their 
Gop : but theſe have altogether broken the yoke 
and burſt the bonds.“ This hath been too much the 
caſe in every ſucceeding age, and the Lord's miniſters 
bare ſeen reaſon to adopt Feremiah's remark. 

Let me confider the character of many of the 
poor and great as they are here deſcribed, —illuſtrate 
the cauſes of their reſpective diſobedience to the 
divine commands, — and then ſuggeſt to you” * 
proper improvement of this ſubject. 


I. Let me conſider the character of many of the 
poor as here deſeribed. 


Seeing them impudent in ſin, and unreformed 
by the judgments of Gop, Jeremial ſaid, * ſurely 
theſe are poor; they are fooliſh,” or att "Solty, 
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that is, wickedly: and the reaſon is, they know 
not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their 
Gop.* Their obſtinacy in fin was owing to their 
ignorance, — and their ignorance was in a great 
meaſure occaſioned by their poverty. This was the 
beſt excuſe he could make for them. 


1. Their obſtinacy in fin was owing to their ignorance; 


Their ignorance of Gop and divine things and 
the concerns of their ſouls; the principal objects 
with which rational creatures ſhould be ſolicitous 
to gain an acquaintance. * They knew not rhe 
way of the Lord,” that is, religion. They were ig- 
norant of the way, in which he had directed them 
to walk; were unacquainted with his laws and com- 
mands; at leaſt with their purity and extent, the 
ſanctions by which they were enforced, the bleſſings 

promiſed to the obedient, and the curſes denoun- 
ced againſt the diſobedient, Whatever they knew of 
the world, or their ſeveral employments in life, they 
knew little. or nothing of religion. — They were 
likewiſe unacquainted with © the judgment: of their 
Gop.;? which, as diſtinguiſhed from the former, 
may ſignify his prowidences ; the deſign of his ſe- 
veral diſpenſations to them; particularly the afflicti- 
ons, with which he had viſited them. They did 
not obſerve and own his hand in the calamities 
brought upon them; nor ſeriouſly conſider, why he 
had contended with them: but were as ſtupid and in- 
ſenſible, as if they had had no rational faculties : and 
all this, tho', as is intimated in the text, they cal- 


led the Lord their Gov, and profeſſed relation and 
devotedneſs to him. 


Ig norance, my Brethren, is 


full 
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_ Mill the ſource of. error and Gn. when men have 
no clear, diſtin ideas of Gop and religion, of 
their own ſouls and a future ſtate, it is no wonder 
that they act amiſs. They miſapprehend the na- 
ture of God, think him ſuch an one as themſelves ; 
and preſume upon his mercy without regarding him 
as the righteous governour of the world, and con- 


fidering the terms on which his mercy is promi- 


ſed. They have a general idea of Chriſt, as a 


ſariour; but do not underſtand or attend to, the. 


nature of that ſalvation, of which he is the author, 


They fix their minds upon ſome particular parts of 


the goſpel, without conſidering the whole of it; and 
are ignorant, that it is a dcarine according to 
godlingſi.. The light, that is in them, is dark- 
neſs; and what can be expected from them but 
works of darkneſs? Their ignorance in a great 
meaſure defeats the end of preaching to them, or 
converſing with them; becauſe they can ſcarce un- 
derſtand the plaineſt language. Hence fome of them 
fall into the moſt abſurd errors and licentious prac» 
tices, and continue in them without ſhame. They 
contract a dull, hardened ſpirit ; they refuſe inſtruc- 
tion, and even affliction makes no impreſſion upon 


them, Accordingly the apoſtle obſerves of the hea- 


then, that * their underſtandings were darkened, and 
they were alienated from the life of Gop,' a di- 


vine holy life, © thro” the ignorance that was in 


them, and ſo they worked uncleanneſs with pree- 
dineſs 1.“ And he repreſents it as the leading de- 


ſign of the goſpel, © to open men's eyes, and tun 


them from darkneſs to /ight.” Further, 
2. The 
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The prophet intimates, that thele- Tevoiancs 
was Mi a great meaſure occaſioned by their poverty. 


| This (contributed to it many ways. The igno- | 
rance or narrow Circumltances of their parents might 
prevent their having a good education, Many of the 
poor ſeldom take any pains about their children's 
minds; are not concerned that they ſhould learn 
to read, and have good principles inſtilled into them. 
They are not careful to inform them of Gop, of 
his providence, of the goſpel and a future ſtate. 
What notions theſe young ſouls gain of ſuch impor- 
tant ſubjects, they generally pick up by chance. 
They are not formed to à habit of thinking, and 
of refledting upon what they ſee and hear. Thus 
their underſtanding lies neglected; and ſo is over- 
run with prejudices and follies. When they begin 
to think and judge a little for themſelves, all their 
thoughts and cares are employed about the world; 
as they are obliged to work hard and inceſſantly 
for their ſupport. Hence they live without prayer, 
and -reading the ſcriptures, if they are capable of 
it; and Gop is not in all their thoughts. Some 
of them will not come to the houſe of Gon, for 
want of ſuch a dreſs as their vanity thinks needful : I 
or if they do come, hearing they underſtand not, 
and ſeeing they perceive not.“ Their faculties ruſt 
for want of exerciſe, and their thoughts are hardly 
capable of being bxed to ſerious attention. They 
generally aſſociate with perſons of their own diſpo- 
fition and character; from whom they are likely 
to hear nothing that ſavours of religion, and who 
encourage one another in the contempt or neglect 
of 
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of it. Hence they come to loſe all regard to de- 


cency and reputation; and having no character to 
forfeit, they fin impudently, and glory in their 
ſhame. Yea, to ſuch a degree of ſtupidity are ma- 
ny of this rank ſunk, that they think religion doth 
not concern them; that the knowledge of it is too 
deep for any, but men of better education and 
genius, and the practice of it only ſuited to men 
of fortune and leiſure, This was the caſe of moſt 
of the poor in //rael in Jeremiah's time. Yet their 
Ignorance was inexcuſable, conſidering that they 
lived in a land of light, and had greater advantages, 
than any other part of the world, for knowledge and 
piety. This is the caſe of many of the poor in 


Britain. Among the lower mechanicks, manufactu- 


rers and labourers, there is a moſt ſtupid and la- 
mentable ignorance of the moiſt important particu» 


lars relating to Goo, their ſouls, and CtCTRIty, — 


Let us now confider, 


II. The character of the great men, as deſcribed 


in the text. 


The gentry ; perſons of a higher rank. Now, 
as oppoſed to the poor, it muſt not only refer to 


men of honourable birth, large fortunes and conſi- 
dei able learning; but to thoſe whoſe circumſtances 
were eaſy ; whoſe minds had been early cultivated ; 
who had capacity and leiſure to apply themſelves to 
the knowledge of divine things: in ſhort, to a// 
who could not properly be ranked among the poor. 


I will get me to the great men,” ſaith the prophet, 
© and ſpeak to them:* I will ſee what I can make 
of chem; what good I can do among them. Now . 


Ae 
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obſerve; the prophet found, that they had a better 
knowledge of religion than the poor, — yet ated as 


bad as they, or worſe, —and this was very much 
_ owing to their greatneſs, 


1. They had a better knowledge of religion than 
the poor. 


© They have 4nown the way of the Lord and EA 
judgment of their Gop,' — They had enjoyed a 

better education than the poor. Pains had been 
taken to open and improve their underſtandings. 
They had been taught to read, received inſtruction 
at home, and been early brought to the houſe of 
Gop. Uſeful books had been put into their hands. 
They had been kept from learning the language and 
manners of the vulgar, and had converſed with 
. thoſe, who were perſons of ſenſe and breeding. 

They had not only attained a general knowledge of 
the world, and made ſame proper obſervations upon 
what paſled in it, but they had ſome knowledge of 
religion too, They underſtood its theory; knew 
ſome things to be evil, which the poor ſcarcely ſuſ- 
pected to be ſo; and ſome things to be baſe and 
ſhameful, which they gloried in. Being free {rom 
thoſe cares and anxieties about a livelihood, which 
oppreſſed the poor, their minds were eaſy and 
chearſul, which is a great help to improvement in 
knowledge. And by what they had attained, they 
would ſee, how much room there was, and how 
pleaſant and defirable it was, to improve. There 
was more hope, therefore, in the prophet's addreſ- 
ſing to them: they could better enter into his 
reaſoning and manner of addreſs; and were men 


of 
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6f ſo meh civility. and good manners, that they 
would at leaſt 'give bim a patient and refpeaful 
* Nevertheleſs, aa 


They acted as bad as the poor, or TOY 


BY they were wilfully and inſolently wicked. 
They bave altogether broken the yoke and burſt 
the bonds: an alluſion to head-ſtrong, refraftory 
oxen, that will not bear the yoke, but firuggle and 
break it. Religion is often repreſented to us in 
feripture, as a yoke, which is taken upon the ſhoul- 
ders; as a bond upon the ſoul : that is, men ought; 
to ſubmit to the reſtraints of reaſon. and conſcience 5: 
to the authority of the law of Goo, and be obe- 
dient to his commands. It is their duty to reſtrain 
their appetites and paſſions, and to keep within the 
bounds which Gop bath preſcribed. But theſe great 
men would walk in the way of their hearts and 
in the fight of their eyes; tho' they knew it was: 
wrong. They would not be ſubject to the law of 
Gop : and whatever light there might. be in their 
underſtandings, their wills were perverſe, their af- 
fections miſplaced, and their hearts unſanQified. 
They would not ſubmit to the reproofs of the 
prophet ; and very likely, took it ill, that they 
ſhould be admoviſhed, or even ſuſpected of that 
Which was evil. Thus they offered violence to rea- 
ſon and conſcience, ſhook off the principles and re- 
ſtraints of their education, and, as it is expreſſed by 
the P/almift, * broke the bands of the Lord aſunder, 
and caft his cords from them .“ Now to what was 
it nn that t knowledge. did not jane, 


1 


— 
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their Sb That men of ſenſe — of 
| behaving ſo ill > The prophet iatimates in e 


that, | 
3- It was chiefly owing to their a 
Joſt as the ignorance of the former fort was owing 


to their poverty. Men who are in plentiful circum- - 
ſtances, eſpecially thoſe who are grown rich from 


mean beginnings, are very apt to be lifted up with 
pride. This leads them to treat others with con- 
tempt ; to reſent the admonitions of the Lord's pro- 
phets, and deſpiſe the judgment of all, who are not ſo 
rich, great or learned as themſelves. Many of this 
claſs think. that firit religion is only fit for the 
vulgar, to keep them in order; and that perſons of 
rank and fortune are not to be tied down to its 


rules, nor bound to obſerve them, any farther than 


ſuits their conveniency and pleaſure. They thiak 
it gnbecoming a well-bred man, and one that knows 
the world, to ſhow a pablick ſerious reverence for 


his maker, and be exact and punctual in obeying 


his laws, and complying with his inſtitutions. World- 
ly things have a miſchievous influence upon their 
hearts. Becauſe their circumſtances are eaſy, they 


grow careleſs and inconſiderate; contract a levity of 


ſpirit, a diſſipation of thought, and negle& all ſerious 


reflection. Others who do not proceed ſo far 23 
this, are only intent upon increafing their ſubſtance, 
or gratifying their appetites, or indulging their plea- 


ſures, and running into all the amauſements and va- 


nities of the age. Much of their time and thought 
is taken up with the forms and ceremonies of the 


world; with viſits, dreſs, and faſhion; ſo that they 
Vol. 2. H have 
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have neither leiſure nor hearts to reflect upon what 
they know. They have no reliſh for ſerious con- 
fideration, converſng with the ſcriptures, or other 
grave and: uſeful: ſubjects. Becauſe they are flattered 
and complimented. by others, they forget the: moſt 
high, or pay homage to him in a very formal, tri- 
fling manner. Their deſire to be like others and 
follow the faſhion, makes them aſhamed of fober 
ſingularity. With a view to recommend. themſelves 
to the. favour of the polite world, they comply with 
the general taſte, even when. they know it to be 
corrupt. They appear aſhamed of religious diſcourſe, 
of family worſhip, a ſtrict regard to the ſabbath 
and other divine inflitutions, becauſe theſe are un- 
faſhionable. Thus they mind earthly things, and 
neglect to cultivate thoſe moral, pious diſpoſitions, 
which ſhow. true greatneſs of ſoul. Accordingly we 
find that the prophets, the apoſtles, yea even Chriſt 
himſelf, met with their chief oppoſition from the 


great men, the learned and the rich. This is too 


much the caſe down to the preſent day: and it is 


' very much owing to their greatneſs, — Having. thus. 


conſidered the deſcription the prophet gives us of 
the poor. and the great, and ſhown whence it 
ariſes, that the former are in general ſo ignorant, 


and the latter ſo wilful, let us derive inſtruction 


from this ſubject. 


APPLICATION. 
1. Learn vebat 15 the moſt AER and profit» 


4 0 roms oth 


Namely, | 
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Namely, to know the way of the Lord and the 
judgment of our Gon.” Solomon obſerves, that for 
the ſoul to be without knowledge is not good.” 
There is curioſity and a deſire to know, im- 
planted in the human mind: and it is capable of 
everlaſting improvement in knowledge. Let us 
learn then, upon what ſabje&s our minds ſhould 
be principally employed, and what kind of know- 
ledge we ſhould be moſt ambitious to gain. Now 
© The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſe 
dom, and the knowledge of the holy is underſtand 
ing.“ It is deſirable to underſtand our reſpettive 
callings; to be ſkilful and ſagacious in our ſeveral 
occupations. But religion is the one thing need» 
fal.“ To know diſtinctly te way of GOD, in 


which we are to walk; the worth of our fouls; 
their danger by fin; to know Chriſt and him cra- 


ciked; this is the nobleſt frience, and no other 
# be to be compared with it. Labour therefore to 

get wiſdom, and. with n your gettmps to get 
anderflanding.” — Learn likewife, what is the mo 
important and uſeful Knowledge to teach your chil- 
dren; not to {now tlie world, as that phraſe is 
commonly underſtood; for it is generally a mif- 


chievous knowledge: but to know Gov and them- 


felves, their duty and their true 1ntereſt, Voor bu« 
fineſs is to teach them the way of the Lord, aud 
the judgment of Gop,” and train them vp in that: 
way: eſpecially to reach them * the holy ſcriptures, 
which are able: to make them avr/e to /alvation.” It 
ſhould be your buſineſs, chriſtian parents, like. Abra- 
,. toi command your children and houſhold, to 

H 2 | — 
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180 Lows. the advantage of being placed 10 „e 8 
middle condition of life. = 1 — 


The poor are generally iter 44 ne rien 
inſolent; and fo many of both ranks are wicked; 
They hare therefore” reaſon tb be thankful: to pro- 
vidence, who are neither rich nor por; but have 
a comfortable competency ; and fo are free from 
the ſnares of poverty and of riches, The poor have 
ſome civil advantages above the rich, ' and the rich 
ſome above the poor: but thoſe have moſt advau- 
tages for religion, who are in the middle ſtate. "A 
deſire and diligence to be raiſed above the re- 
proach and temptations of poverty is commendable; 
but to be ambitious to be very rich and great, is 
criminal, To be never ſatisfied ; to be perpetually 
coiling 3 graſping at every thing ; eagerly purſuing 
every ſcheme to be wealthy, is fatal to the life of 
religion, and * drowns men in deſtruction and per- 
dition.” Let us learn then, in food and rar © 
ment, to be therewith content: neyer envying thoſe 
above us; for they may be more the children of 
diſobedience and of hell, the higher their rank and 
greatneſs are. And let us be often adopting that 
wiſe and excellent prayer of Hgur, * Give me wid 
ther poverty nor riches 3 feed me with food conve- 
nient for me; leſt I be full and deny thee, and 
ſay, who is the Lord ? or leſt I be poor and ſteal, 

and take the name of my Gop in vain 5.“ ED | 


Ei erte Co a 4. Learn, 
nns 4 ow: _— 0] 4 5 Prov. xxx. 5. 
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3 "a 8 an excellent chavky it is, to for- | 
niſh the poor with the means of knowledge: $9? A 


Since their ignorance is the general ſource of their 
vices. In this view, I cannot but recommend to 
your countenance and encoufagement, charity -Jchoolss 
In them the childrea. of many ignorant, careleſs 
Parents, are. taught to read, and learn a catechiſm, 
and inſtructed in the principles of religion. When 
ſervants come untaught and undiſciplined into our 
families, it is our duty to do what we can to in- 
form their underſtandings, and regulate their con- 
duct; by converſing wich them, and reading to 
them; by ſetting them upon reading the ſcriptures 
and other good books, eſpecially on a Lord's- 
day. It ſhould be our Practice alſo to put ſome 
plain, ſhort, uſeful treatiſes into the hands of our 
poor workmen and neighbours, and exhort them to 
read. A few. ſhillings: ſpent this way will turn to 
a beiter account at the great day, than. hundreds 
and. thouſands of- pounds, hoarded-up for your ſa · 
milies, or ſpent in the pomps and elegancies of 
life. Yet I fear ſome wealthy tradeſmen and farm- 
ers, tho? they employ many workmen and ſervants, 
never give them bibles, or ſmall practical treatiſes, 
To this. let me add, that the poor ſhould. be ex- 
horted and encouraged by their fuperiors, to attend 
publick worthip ; and miniſters ſhould preach to 
them in the plaineſt manner, and not ſtarve their 
ſouls out of compliment to the great and the learned 1. 
e H 3 1 


+ Dr, Mankh, being to preach * the lord -mayor, alderman, 
e ä 9 RE on * he W diſplay his 
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In this connection I cannot but lament [the too 
general neglect of miniſters to catechiſe the chil- 
dren of their congregations ; eſpecially thoſe of the 
poor and the ignorant. To this neglect, I appre- 
hend, it is very much owing, that they are ſo un- 
Ready in their religious principles, ſo irregular in 


their attendance with thoſe ſccieties of chriſtians, to 


which they profeſs to belong, and act in ſo many 
other inſtances contrary to the rules of the goſpel f. 
By ſuch labours of love as theſe, Gop will be 
well pleaſed: you will reſcmble Chriſt, who * went 
about doing good. and if the poor, for whoſe hap- 
Fineſs you are concerned, ſhould prove ungrateful 
and untractable, your work ſhall not go uurewarded. 
— st me :ddreſs, | 
4. To 
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learning and Judgment, Aſter the ſervice, a poor man ſaid to 
him, Sir, 1 hoped to get ſome good to my foul by your preach- 
ing to-day. But I was diſappointed; for I could underſtand little 
of Mhat you ſaid: yon were quite * me.“ The Dr. replied 8 
with tears, Friend, if I did not give yau a ſermon, you hare 
gven me one; and by the grace of Gop, 1 wy nerer you” the 
tool to preach fo again,” 


hy What may be the reaſon why fo many now-a-days are car- 
ried about with every ⁊uind of doctrine, and ſome to every point of 
the cam paſi round about? Surely it is becauſe they were nexer 
well catechiſed in the principles of relig on. O fer the ancient 
and primitive ordinance of catechifing ! Every youth can preath; 
but he muſt be a man indeed, who can profitably carechiſe. Ser- 
moris are like whole joints for men to manage; but catechifing, 
being red into gueſtions and anfecers, is fit for children to eat, and 
eaſy for them to digeſt z while the miniſter may alſo enlarge and 
dilate himſelf on both, as he ſeeth juſt occaſion, for the edification 
ef thaſe of riper years.” Tho, Fuller's Contem lations, Na. 49. 
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4. To the poor. 


Some bave been born and bred in ignorant irre- 
ligious families, and know very little of the way 
of the Lord. As far as your education hath been 
bad, or opportunities wanting, you are much to be 
pitieqd: but your Ignorance cannot be excuſed. - 
+ There is a ſpirit in man.“ You have capacities 
to diſcern good and evil. Conſcience tells you in 
general, what you ought to do and to avoid. You 
know you have ſouls to be ſaved, and the way of 
ſalvation is marked out very plain and clear. You 
bave bibles in your hands, Your miniſters labour 
(and it is not a ſmall labour) to come down to 
your capacities, and addreſs to your conſciences and 
feelings. So that if you will continue ignorant of 
Gop and divine things, the fault is your own. 
There are others, not above you in rank or capacity, 
and without ſuperior advantages, who have a large 
experimental knowledge of religion; ſuch a ſerious 
ſpirit, and zeal to do good, as hath often humbled. 
and ſhamed me. Be ambitious then to grow wiſer 
and better ; and do not be the devil's poor, who will 
take no pains about religion, but live and die 
like brutes, They ſpend their ſabbaths in illenefs 
or pleafare, and that money in publick houſes, or 
in fantaftick dreſs, which ſhould furniſh: them and 
their families with bibles and prayer-books. To be 
wilfully ignorant is a great, inexcuſable crime. The 
ſervant that knew not his lord's will, ſhall be Seater: 
with ſtripes,” becauſe he might have known it. It 
is * for lack of knowledge, that God's people periſh ;” 
and * Chriſt will come to take 3 upon 
ERA + | 7 tem 
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them, that know not Gep.“ Let! me urge y0 
therefore, —_— yourſelves to reading, meditatioa 
and prager; and d efpecially to improve the Lord's. 
day in fuch employments. Vou ſeldom need exer- 
cife o. diverhion for health. Reading, reflection and 
prayer ought to be your recreation; on the Lord's 
day efpecially, If you pray to Gap to enlighten 
your underſtandings, and teach you knowledge, be 
Will do. it: and in the uſe of theſe means you 
may be made * wiſe unto /alvation.” I hope you will 
take this friendly advice; as it is given you out 
of a fincere love to your fouls, which are as va- 
luable in themſelves, and as dear to me, as the 
ſools of the great. And 1 hope that you: will give 
me no reaſon to complain, with the prophet, that 
you are * poor and fooliſh,” and that all inſtructions 


are thrown away upon you. I will, in the laſt 
place, after Jeremlal's example, get mie, © 


. 5. To the great men, and ſpeak unto them : : 0 


| That 1 is, to all of you, Who are bot poor, th? 
you may not, in the language of the preſent day, 
te called great; and | hope with beiter ſucceſs than 
the prophet had. Some of you. are rich in this 
world : ſome are men of parts and learning; many 
of you are perſons of leiſure, and might bare 
more for religion, if you were not too esger about 
the world. I: hope you know the way of the 
Lord, and the judgments of Gon :' tho? I muſt own 
that there is à criminal, ſhameful 12norance of re- 
:ligion and the ſcriptures, in many, Who are well 
acquainted with trade, : hiſtory, . and ths way of the 
— However, you * * — 
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of. religion to moſt of the poor. Von have; orimay 
have, time for improving your underſtandings: and 
bettering your ſpizits, by reading, prayer, reflection, 
and + converſation with the wiſe and good. Now 
get me ſeriouſly aſk you, what do you more than 
others 2“ Your greatnefs, wealth or competency.;3 
your knowledge, priviledges, and authority over 
others, . are; all. talents given you of Gon. And 
What improvement have. you made of them? What 
advancement have you. made in religion? What 
good have you done to the bodies and fouls. of 
others ? Are you bearing Gop's yoke, or have you 
.caft it off? Do you hold . his bonds. cloſe: to you, 
and rejoice to be in them? Or do they hang looſe 
about yon; ready to be caſt off, whenever your 
- worldly intereſt or pleaſure come in competition with 
them? Conſider, my friends; are not Gop's re- 
ſtraints perfectly reaſonable? Is it nbt fit: that o 
ſhould ſubmit to the dictates of reaſon, and conſci- 
ence, and controbl thoſe appetites, paſſions and de- 
* res, + which-+contradit them? That you ſhould be 
examples of : ſobriety, goodneſs, charity, and hea- 
venly-mindedaeſs to all about you? Conſider, like- 
wie, that Chriſt's © yoke is eaſy and his burden light; 
that his commandments are not grievous? and that 
the ways of the Lord, which you know, are ways 
of pleafantneſs and paths of peace.“ You: are ſen- 
zſible, that you never ſeriouſly worſhip Goop; reſtran 
any 'zrregular deſire, or. do a worthy, charitable 
action, but it gives you pleaſure; that you. neuer 
{burſt the bonds of conſcience, but it hurts your 
fouls, and breaks your peace: that you cannot bat 
reflect 2 it, as adding unworthy a great man, yea 


8 Hs & common 


11 
4 
. 
| 

: 

| 
1 
4 
| 


| 154 ANA“ 5 unfucee/iful Preaching Dif. 9. 


321 


a common n man or rational being. If you will treak 


God's bonds aſunder, run madly after the world, 
and neglect your duty, remember, you have 0 


cloatt for your An 1.“ You will g from bad to worſe ; 
be held in the fetters of iniquity, and tho? you 
gain the whole world, will loſe your own ſouls, 
Beſides all this, conſider what a fatal influence your 
example will have upon others; upon your poor 
neighbours, workmen and ſervants. You conſtitute 
a kind of faſhion; and they will be glad of your 
example to countenance them in their iniquities, If 
you (to mention only one inſtance) trifle away the 
ſabbath, ſpend ſome of your ſacred time in viſiting, 
walking abroad, or at genteeler publick houſes, 
or in idle chat at home, they will naturally aſk, why 
may not we go to the ale-houſe, or to this or the 
other diverſion ? * Woe be to the man,” ſaith our 
Lord, by whom the ofence cometh.” Guard there- 
fore, againſt the temptations of your rank and fla- 
tion; and earneſtly pray that Gop would give you 
pious, ſound and humble minds. EF conclude 
with urging this one argument more, upon the 
poor and the g eat men, yea upon all of you, what- 
ever your condition in life be: namely, that very 
ſoon all theſe diſtinctions will be at an end. At 
death the rich and the poor meet together. In 
the grave there are the ſmall and the great, the 
maſter and his fervant, the lady and her waiting 


"maid. But that is not all. At the day of judgment 


« the dead, ſmall and great,” ſhall ſtand before the 
bar of Chriſt, and be judged according to the 


deeds, 
+4 Jokn XV, aa. 


Diſ. 9. de the Poor amd yhe Great: 0 1555 


deeds done in the body. And if they have been 
wicked, whether thro* obſtinacy or thro” Ignorance, 
whether they are great or nall, rich or poor, 
mighty. or weak, bond or free, they will call 
upon the rocks and mountains to fall an. them, 
and hide them from the face of him that ſitteth 
upon the throne, and from the wrath of the lamb ;- 
for the great day of bis wrath is come, and who. 
| ſhall be able to ſtand 3 
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The ſame hour was the thing felfilled upon: Ne au cHAD- 
N EZ ZAR; and he was driven from men, and did cat 
ral as oxen, and his body was wet: with. the. dew 
of heaven, till his hairs were grown. like eagles. fea» 


omg and 45 nails like birds claws. 


| N E. great Gop, in order to deſeribe his own 


that is proud, and net bim. * Lotk on every one 
that is proud and bring him Jou, and tread down the 
*wicked in their place: then will 1'confeſs unto thee, 
that tine own right hand can fave thee +.” | Thereby. 
-3ntimating, that it is the pterogative, or peculiar 
"glbry of Gon, to humble proud oppteſſors; and that 
one look of his eye can bring them dawn. We have 
4 remirkable inſtance of this in the hiftory.to:which 
the text refers: even that of the diftraftion of Nebu- 
chidntxzar, the great and mighty king of Babylon :. 


: one of the moſt aſtoniſhing events, that ever hap- 
3 en, _ here ws * our _ attentive regard The 


U. Li. 1 


hiſtory 
T L 


+ job xl. 22. 


Diſ. to. Næ ven N EZZ AN Madney/s, & c. 757 
hiſtory of it is contained in this chapter. And what 


makes it more .rem is, that it w 

by the Lo CIT his recovery .—_W TIT. Was 
under the impreſſion. of the divine power and good- 
neſs, he publiſheth 42. proclamation,-dicetted-* te-all 
people, nations and languages, that dwell in all the 
earth, in order td: ho the figns and wonders; that 
the high Gop had-wrovght towards him; and to 
magnify his power, juſtice and goodneſs; tho? at 
the ſame time he-publiſhed his own ſhame. For the 
illuſtration of this ding © event, I ſhall conſider, 


JI. The calamity irfel£. 
U. The cauſe of. it, 9 | + pet x £ 3 gr. 8 
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on then ſhow what" inffruQive, mY we: may 
learn from it. no AGE us conſider,” „ 


I. The calamity ieſelf, 


10. order to. ſhow how, awful and remarkable ſrbis 
Mas, it will be neceſſary _ a little to conſi der, the 
gignity of this monarch, and the ſtate of his affairs. 
Nebuchadnezzar was kiog of Babylon, the capital. dir 
= of the Cha/deaz empire. He had been engaged in 

1 ſucceſsful. wars, againſt the Brians, the Jeaus, and 
other neighbouring nations, He had over-run almaſt 
all. Aa and carried his arms. into Africa. He bad 

-brapght the Chaldean empite to the . higheſt. pitch 

of power and. grandeur, and enriched, his capital 
with the plunder of all the neighbouring. nations. 
Babyloa had been an antient city; but this king bad 
o inlarged and beautified it, that it became one f 
dhe wonders of the world, He built the walls of 
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the city, which, were fixty miles round; about twenty 


yards: thick; about a hundred feet high; and had 


in them a hundred gates of ſolid braſs. Beſides 


this, he bad built a. grand temple to his God Belus, 


and. a moſt magnificent palace, which was ſtroogly 


fortified. He had contrived. fome curious banging 
gardens, conſiſting of terraces, one ſloping Above 


another, till they were as high as the walls of the 


city; the whole being eight miles in compaſs, Theſe 
and many other grand deſigns for the beauty and 


ſtrength of his capital, this monarch had executed, 


While he was at reſt in his houſe and flouriſhing 
in his palace, he had a dream which troubled him. 
He ſaw a ſtately tree, fair and fruitful, affording. 


ſhelter and food to the beaſts and birds. He ſaw 


an angel coming from 'heaven, and commanding it: 
to be cut down. Nevertheleſs the ſtump was to con- 
tinue in the earth, till ſeven times, that is, ſeven: 


years, had paſſed over it; and then it was to recover 


its former height, glory and fruitfulneſs. The wiſe 
men of Babylon could not explain this dream: bat 
the prophet Daniel gave the king the interpretation. 
He told him chat it repreſented himſelf; and deſeribed 


his greatneſs and dominion.: that its being cut down 
intimated, that he ſhould be dethroned by the im- 


mediate hand of Gov, loſe his underſtanding, be 
driven from men, and become like a brute; till he 
knew that the moſt high ruleth: and that then he 
ſhould perfectly recover bis ſenſes and his kingdom. 


The Prophet concludeth his interpretation with giv- 
ing bim good advice, to be humble, and penitent, to 
do juſtice and ſhow mercy. — It was twelve months 
wer this -dream, before the n eame upon 


him. 


Diſ. 16. confidered and improved. © Try 


him. So long the patience of Gop waited with him! 
Then, as he walked in his palate, and boaſted of 
his great atchievements, there came a voice from 
heaven ratifying the ſentence already paſt upon him. 
The ſame hour it was fulfilled ; he was driven from 
men,” and became and lived like a brute. He loſt 
his underſtanding and memory at once; was Inca» 
pable of governing the kingdom, or even of human 
converſe. Not one trace of his former grandeur, 
rank, or rationality remained. And (as it is nen 
in verſe 16) his heart was Map” ain from man's, 
and a beaff's heart was given to him.” He had no 
more ſenſe then a brute; he ran wild and ſhunned 
the ſociety of mankind. He probably ran into a 
park near his palace, was agitated by all the deſires 
and affections of brutes, and imitated their voice 
and motions. His courtiers, (perceiving that it was 
the hand of providence which had thus debafed 
him; and expecting, from Daniel's interpretation of 
the dream, that this diſtraction would continue 
ſeven years,) left him to wander there, and put the 
kingdom under a regency. And there is fill re- 
maining a fragment of a Chaidean hiſtorian, who 
gives an account of an interregnum occaſioned by 
his Uiſtraion. In this miſerable condition he con- 
tinued ſeven years; ander the immediate care of 
Providence, repreſented by a band of iron and braſe 
round the ſtump of the tree, to preſerve it from 
being deſtroyed, — Let us conſider, 


II. The cauſe of this calamity. 


And that was his pride. This vice provoked Gos 
to make him ſuch a miſerable ſpectacle. While he 
i | | was 
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was walking in his palace, moſt probably in thoſe: 
hawging gardens before mentioned, and upon the 
hipheft terrace of them, from whence be bad 4 full 
proſpect of the whole city, he proudly boaſted of 
bis great works; ſaying, perbaps to ſome bf his cour- 
ners, Is not tbis great Beby/ox that I have bailt, 
for the houſe of the kingdom, by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my majeſty? (v. 30) 
Raby/on was the grandeſt city in the world. It ig 


calted in the prophecies, Great Babylon, the Glory 


Kingdoms, the golden city, the Lady of Kingdoms, 


the Praiſi ef the whele Earth, This unhappy monarch 


was ſtrutting about, contemplating its grandeur, and 
thinking himſelf 2. god, ſurveying the glories of his 
ewn creation, when this: mortifying change came 


upon him. He aſcribed all his victories and ſuo- 
deſſes, all his dignity and wealth, to himſelf; and 


would not. acknowledge that * the moſt high ruled 


among the kingdoms of men.“ He thought himſelf 
faperior to the Gods of Babylon, and thoſe of all 


the nations which he had. conquered,. and even 
Fehowah himſelf. Thus. it is deſcribed y Haial, 
Thou haft ſaid in thy heart, | will aſcend into 
heaven; I will, exalt my throne above the ſtars of 
Gob; I. Vill, aſcend above the heights of the 


"clouds; I will be like the ef High t.“ Then was: 


bis pride brought low. In this diſtraded condition, 
he lived abroad in the fields; eating graſs like oxem, 


and lodging on the ground like them; till his hair 


was grohn like eagles feathers and his nails like 


birds claws.“ At the end of ſeven years, bis un- 


derſtahding ues n — to en 8 Het was 


28 5 z 3.44.5 : 


DICE "Se; in 


cogſdered and improved. thy. 
reſtore: :to'| hits! dety gdom ; + bis:coudſellors-antl Jord 
ſonght unto him, t. 36) and his former majeſty 
and honeur were re-eſtabliſhed. + Hence being made 
fully ſenſtble of the almighty: power and univerſal 
dominĩon uf the moſt high, he, dy a publick decree, 
acknowledged it thro* his vaſt empire, and magnified 
_ divine merey in bis reſtoration. He lised about a 
year after this g and one would hope be kept in 
this good mind, and died under the ſerious impreſ 
ſton of theſe important truths. And it was happy 
for him to have loſt his ſenſes. for a time, if it was 
the means of faving his ſoul, —— Having chus _ 
ed: this very affecting and miferable ſpectacle, let 
us receive inſtruttion from it; and endeavourito en- 
ter into the following uſeful e * _ 
ſurprizing event. | TIES 


APPLICATION. 


1. Let us reverence the, almighty power of cos, 
ſo be illugrioully diſplayed, in it. 73 


4373 TÞ@ 5 118 42 
Where the word -of:ia hike 1 is „ (aich Salomon) 
there is. per. | Nebuckadunezzar's royal word had 
been accompanied with power to raiſe the grandeur 
of. Babylur, aid to conquer ard impoveriſh whole 
nations. But + when the royal word of the king of 
kings fell from heaven ſaying, O king Nebuchads 
xexzar, the kingdom is departed from thee ; the fame 
Hour: was the thing fulfilled.“ (, zi) And all his 
wiſe counſellors, ſkilful phyſiciaus, and mighty forces, 
could neither prevent nor remove the aftiftion.. How 
eaſily can Goo bring :down the higheſt! He, as 
* ſacred writer . « maketh the judges 


; fools, 


Dif. ic. 
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fools, looſeth the bond or ſword of kings, leadeth 
princes -away ſpoiled, and overthroweth the mighty, 


He takeih away the underſtanding of the aged. He 


Poureth centempt upon princes, and weakeneth the 
ſtrength of the mighty +.” See how eaſily God can 
deſtroy the brighteſt genius, and confound the moſt 
ſubtle politician. This Rory is a glorious and ever- 


Taſting proof of his ſupremacy and irreſiſtible power, 


In this view let us conſider it, and reverence the 
almighty Gap. Nebuchadnezzar takes pains to in- 
culcate theſe ideas of Gop ypon all, to whom this 
decree is made known. This calamity was ſent upon 
him to the intent that the living may know, 


that the mf high: rultth in the kingdom of men, 


and giveth it to whomloever he will (v. 32).* We 


are to learn from it, that the heavens do rule; that 


Gop who ſitteth in them, governeth the world, and 
employs his angels to preſide over its affairs (v. 


26). Let us then, with Nebachadnezzar, lift up 


our eyes to heaven, and blefs the e high, and 
praiſe and honour him that liveth for ever; whoſe 
dominion is an ever/afting dominion ; all the. inha- 
bitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he 
doth according to his will. in the armies of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth, and none 
can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto. him, what doſt thou 
(v. 34)? Let us, with Nebuchadzezzar, * praiſe, and 
extol, and honour. the king of heaven; all whoſe 
works are truth, and his ways judgment (v. 37). 
Such exhortations come with peculiar force upon 
the mind, as ſtill in effect given by this mighty 
monarch: and theſe acknowledgments ought to have 
| the 
+ Job xii, 17, Kc. 1 
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the greateſt weight with us, as extorted from him 
by this awful calaminy, and fo gloriouſſy illuſtrated 
by it. Gop ruleth by his power for ever; bis- 
eyes behold the nations: he cutteth off the pirit 
of princes: he is terrible to the kiogs of the earth +,* 


2. See how abominable pride is in the fight of 
Gems 1. IR | 


It is the obſervation of a noble writer , that this 
ſtory is one of the fineſt, moſt hambling, and moſt 

_ inftruQtive leſſons to human vanity, that ever was 
exhibited to it.“ It ſhows how deteſtable pride is 
in the fight of Gop, and informs us (they are Ne- 
buchadnezzar's own words) that thoſe who walk 
in pride, Gop is able to abaſe.* So his royal pro- 
clamation concludes; and it is a truth that we 
ſhould-never forget. Pride was not made for man.“ 
It is unreaſonable and abſurd for a creature weak, 
dependent and ſinfal, to be proud: a creature h 
derives all from Gop, owes every thing to him, and 
lives and moves and bath his being in him. The 
ſcripture informs us, that Gop * hateth a proud 
look; and that every one who is proud 1 fart 
is an abomination to him.“ This hiſtory ſhows us 
at once, how offenſive it is to him, and bow eaſily 
he can lay it low, Let it teach vs © not to think 
of ourſelves more highly than we ought to think, 
but think /oberly -* to guard our hearts from arro- 
gant thoughts and conceit of ourſelves, and keep 
our tongues from any expreſſions, which may betray 
the pride of our hearts, There are other inftances 
of the loſs of underſtanding, belides this of Nebu- 
| chadaexxar, 

+ Fam kevi, 12. t Lord Orrery. 
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— which are very mortifying to human 


vatiſty's inſtances here the faculties decay ed by age. 00 
and where there appeared no fmmediste hand” of ogy 
providence in them. Are you proud of your wit ber 
aud ſprightly parts? Think of Swift; 'who having 
been generally adm ired for them; tho“ in ſome in- 
flances be bad abuſed" them to vilify human natufe, 
iaſolt our preſent happy eftabHſhmtht, and ridicule 
many ſerious and exemplary Ehriftians, * became at 
laſt a mere child; had not the ſenſe of à brute to 
feed bimſelf, and was fhown' by his ſervants,” for 
gain, as a curioſity. Are you proud of great learu- 
ing and profound ſkill in the ſciences ? Think of 
Suben, à celebrated German mathematician; of 
when it was ſaid by his learned pe N 

© his capacities were almoſt above human.” Yet" i 
the advance of life he loſt his underſtanding ſo oY 
that he could fcarce count twenty, and uſed 10 

weep, becauſe he could not underſtand the argu= 
mente and demonſtrations, © Which he had publifhcs: 
Are yo proud of honour, courage, condoct, and 
high reputation? Think of the great Duke of Marl. 
bordagh, + who after he had been, for ſo many years,” 
the pride of England, the terror of France, and 
wonder of Europe, became an idiot, and had not 
andren ſufficient to U the common ac · 
25335208 2:2 tiofte; 


1 From Marld"rou 8 che ſtreams of dorage flow, 1233 L 
And Swift expires a driw ler and a ſhows *' -- 
„Examples of the mind's extenſive. po-w- ern 
Examples too how quickly fades that flower. — 10 
See ſelf-ſurviving they are idiots grown! , 4 

eto melancholy proof our parts are not our owul 
ant ; — 
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tions of: lige, Are, vou proud of wealth and — 
your buildings, equipages and attendants ;«the..nums 
bers Who, art ſubmiſſive and obedient to you? This 
of Nebacladrenæar. G0 in your imagination to the 
fields, Where he lived; ſee him graze with the be aſts 4: 
narrawly lock upon bim, and conſider him ; and 
take ap the elegant parable of the prophet, nod; ſays. 
„Is .this the man that made the earch to tremble 2- 
that did ſhake kingavms 7 How art thou. fallen from 
heaven, Lucifer, ſon. of the morning? How art thou 
cur. down, to the ground, which didſt weaken the 
nations 1 FI AmidR ſuch affecting ſcenes, let not our 
eyes be lofty, nor our hearts haughty. Let us res. 
member. that * we. hold even reaſon. itſelf, that en 
nobling quality, that boaſted prerogative and di- 
tinguiſhing periection of human nature, upon a yery: 
precarious tenure; and, as one expreſſeth it, ſomes 
thing. wich a human ſhape and voice bath often. 
ſuryixed, every thing human beſides.” Let us attends 
to that charge of Gon by Jeremiah : Thus ſaith 
the Lord, let not the a man glory in his wiſdom, 
neither let the mighty. man glory in his might, nei 
ther, let the rich man. glory in. his . Wa. 
may r | 
Þ — a to ö ee * Aeg 
loftotheir . — | 
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After having. conſidered the caſe of: — 
rar, let us think with compaſſion on others, who 
in this reſpect reſemble him, that they are deftitate 
of reaſon. This is the caſe of thoſe, who are natu- 


rally idiots, and never diſcovered . an confidegable 
| degree 


we IG, xiv. 16. 5 Jer. ir. 23. 
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degree of rational thought, er manly actions. It is 
the caſe of thoſe, who by violent diſorders of body 
are become delirious, or fo overwhelmed with me- 
lancholly, that they think and judge wrong of them- 


ſelves, and take every thing by the worſt handle. 


'This is the caſe of many in the decline of life, 


Their faculties dzeay; they outlive even themſelves, 


and become children a ſecond time. The caſe of 
any of theſe perſons is grievous and pitiable 
eſpecially the caſe of thoſe who are become deliri - 
ous. To lofe the anderfianding is undoubtedly the 


worſt, the foreſt of all temporal judgments : it is 


much worſe than death itſelf, They who are in 


this condition deſerve our tendereſt pity, from wWhat- 


ever cauſes their diforders proceed. Let us endea- 


your to enter into their caſes, and be pitifol towards 


them. To make fport with fuch unhappy' perſons; 
to turn their ravings into à jeſt; to take pleafure 
in imitating their irrational. actions, is extremely 
indecent, cruel and irreligious, If any of our rela- 


tives or friends ſhould ever fall into ſuch unhappy 
cireumſtances, the moſt compaſſionate and tender 
eare ought to be taken of them. No ſevere or harſh 


treatment ought ever to be uſed, except it be ab- 
folutely neceſſary to preſerve their lives and reſtore 


their health, And as human methods of recovery in 
ſuch caſes often fail, we ſhould pray earneſtly that 


Gon would preſerye them from doing themfelres 


any harm ;* refto;e them to rhemſelves, and remove 


the diſorder of their minds: that he would dart 


ſome beams of light and peace into their ſouls, and 


make their hearts better by a temporary ditraction. 
f need ſay nothing to recommend this compaſſionate 
| regard 


* 
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regard towards them, to any whoſe hearts are gene · 
rous, friendly and humane. It will be ſufficient to 
ſay, that no one certainly knows but that this may be 
his own caſe ;. and that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhowed 
great tenderneſs and compaſſion to ſuch unhappy 
creatures, and exerted bis divine power to reſtore 


(them to the n of themſelves, and to a right 
mind. 


4. How thankful ſhould we be for "0p continued 
exerciſe of our reaſon. 


There is a ſpirit in man and the inſpiration of 
the Almighty hath given him underſtanding.“ It 
is God's conſtant wi/tation that preſerveth that fpirit, 
and continueth the exercife of our faculties. Who- 
ever feriouſly conſiders the intimate connection be- 
tween the ſoul and body, and how eafily and fre- 
quently the faculties of the mind are affected by 
the diſorders and injuries of the body, will ſee con- 
fant cauſe to magnify the goodneſs of Gop, that 
there are not more perſons deprived of their un- 
derſtanding ; or who have it weakened to-ſuch a 
degree, as to render them uſeleſs and burthenſome 
to others. It is really aſtoniſhing, that there are 
not more idiots and mad people, conſidering how 
tender and delicate the texture of the brain is, 
which is the ſeat of the ſoul. and its ſenſations : 
conſidering how many accidents children are liable 
to, even under the care of the fondeſt mothers ; 
much more while in the hands of mercenary nurſes; 
from whom tenderneſs for other perſon's children 
can never be expected, after they have put off all 
tenderneſs for their own, Conſidering the many 
| falls, 
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falls and blows, which theſe little creatures meet 
with, and how eaſily a very flight one may diſorder 
the brain and weaken the underſtanding, it can be 
imputed to nothing but the extraordinary care of 
providence, that the ſenſes and underſtandings of 
ſo many children are preſerved. A conſideration, 
which ſhould lead parents to great and daily thank. 
fulneſs ! . Perſons who have been recovered from 
violent fevers, which had confounded all their ideas, 
and made them delirious and raging, ſhould never 


forget the goodneſs of Gop in reſtoring them to 


health and ſoundneſs again: and their relations and 
friends, upon every recollection of ſuch a mercy, 
ſhould renew their thankful acknowledgments. — 
In a word, there are few of us but have paſſed thro' 


ſuch violent diſorders, - ſuch lingering fickneſs, or 


met with | ſuch falls. and bruiſes, as might very 
eaſily have diſturbed, or deſtroyed our reaſon: fo 
that we ought gratefuily to own the good hand of 


our Gop upon us, that we are yet capable of fil- 


ling up a place among reaſonable beings; dif. 
charging the duties of life, enjoying the bleſſings 
of fiiendſhip and ſociety, and taſting the comforts 
and pleaſures of religion. The aged who begin 
to feel their underſtanding and memory decay, 
ſhould be very thankful that theſe are not quite 


- Joſt 3- that they are not entirely uſeleſs, a burden 


to themſelves and to all their friends. With what- 
ever afflictions God is pleaſed to viſit any of us, 
while he continues the exerciſe of reaſon we ought 
not only to be ſubmiſſive but thankful. If our un- 


upterfondiogs remain, and our ſpirits are not 


wounded, 


fo 


ſo 
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wounded, we have ten thouſand times more reaſon 
for thankfulneſs than complaint +. 


5. How careful ſhould we be to preſerve our rea- 
ſon, to improve it, and employ | it to the beſt par- 
poſes: 


Underſtanding and knowledge 1s the higheſt na- 
tural perfection. Reaſon is the diſtinguiſhing glory 
of men above the brutes; and we ſhould carefully 
avoid every thing, that tends: to deflroy or impair 
it. In this view I muſt ſolemnly warn you againſt 
gluttony and drunkenneſs. Every exceſs hurts the foul. 


Men who are given to ſtrong drink, impair their 


underſtandings, and ſtupify their faculties, as well 
as bring a temporary madneſs upon themſelves, | It 


was -Nebuchadnezzar's- puniſhment to have *' beaſt's 
heart given to him: it is pity that any rational 


creatures. ſhould make beat of themſelves. — In 


this view I muſt caution' you againſt any violent 


tranſports of paſſion ; for theſe deſtroy the delicate 
traces of the brain,. difturb the faculties: of the ſoul, 
and often produce a ſettled melancholy, or a Jaſting 
frerzy. Too eager a purſuit of the world, and too 
ſtrong an affection for any creature, weaken the 
animal powers, corrode the mind as well as the 
Vol. 2. EY " 
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+ A worthy pious min ſter in London, whoſe temper was naturally 
gloomy and fretful, when he found theſe diſpoſitions prevalent and 
growing upon him, uſed to viſit Bedlam and walk round its cells; 
that ſeeing ſo many of the moſt miſerable otjeQts, he might be 
excited to a reſolute guard upon himſelf, and habitual thankfulneſs to 
oy for his various mercies, eſpecially the continuance of his reaſon 
and capacity for uſefulneſs, 
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body, and provoke Gop to take away the beart. 
There is nothing which is a greater enemy to the 


underſtanding, than idleng/s. The faculties of many 


ruſt away for want of uſe and employment. They 


deze away their ſenſes, and become ſtupid and un- 
profitable. Finally, let us be careful to improve 
our underſtandings continually; by reading and re- 
flection; by converſing with the wiſe and good; 
and eſpecially by meditation on divine things, and 
daily fervent prayer. to the father of lights and wiſ- 
dom. Let us employ our faculties in a manner 
becomirg rational creatures. Reaſon was given us 
that we might know Goo, and ourſelves; that we 


might contemplate his works, and conſider his do- 


ings; that we might know and practiſe the duties 
of our connections and relations in life, and eſpe- 
cially ſtudy the glorious goſpel, which is able to 
make us wiſe anto ſalvation. Let us remember 
that we never uſe our reaſon to the beſt purpoſes, 
till we become truly religious. A man that un- 
derſtandeth not,“ ſaith the P/almifl, is like the 
Eeaſts that periſh .“ If we employ our rational 
powers only to get money, to make proviſion for 


the fleſh, to laugh and jeſt, to adorn the body, to 


dance and game, and the like, we might as well 
have been brutes or idiots: yea we had better have 
been ſuch; for then, we ſhould have had no future 
awful account to give of perverted and abuſed fa- 
culties, nor have been capable of cutting refleQi- 
ons, and everlaſting torment, *© Be ye not then as 
the hor/e and the mule, which have no underſtanding; 
but conſider aud ſhow yourſelves men. You become 

| 5 
+ Palm xlix. 20, 5 
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men indeed, when you become good. Vou may live 
like brutes, but you cannot die like them. There 
is a future world to which your immortal ſpirits muſt 
remove, in order to receive their doom, and be 
fixed in an unalterable ſtate. * See then that ye 
walk circumſpectly, not as fools but as wiſe; and 
glorify Gop with your ſpirits which are it.“ I 
conclude with thoſe inſtructive words of the P/almift,. 
© The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wwi/dem 3 _ 
a good underſtanding have all they that 4% his 
commandments : his praiſe endureth for ever 1.“ 


+ Palm cxi, 10. 
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The Fatherleſs finding Mercy in Cop. 
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Hos EA xiv. 3. 
Fer in Thee the fat herleſi Andet Mercy. 


HOSE caſes and circumſtances in human life 

which are often mentioned in ſcripture, and 
which the great Gop is repreſented as particularly 
regarding, deſerve our ſerious conſideration. There 
are few caſes which more ſenſibly touch the minds 
of humane and conſiderate perſons, and draw forth 
their compaſſion, than that of farherle/5 children, eſ- 
pecially orphans; that is, perſons deprived of both 
their parents. The condition of a ſingle orphan is 
pitiable, much more that of a number of them 
in a family. But it is very obſervable, that there 
is hardly any afflictive caſe more compaſſionately 
conſidered ard eſpouſed, and for which relief is 
more abundantly provided, in the word of God, 
than theirs: and it ſhall be the buſineſs of my pre- 
ſent diſcourſe to ſhow this ;, which I hope will afford 
conſolation and inſtruction to ſuch perſons, and give 
me occaſion to ſuggeſt ſome reflections, which may 
be of Meral uſe. —— In the beginning of this 


-chapter, 


Dif. 11. The Fatherleſ; finding, &c. 173 


chapter, the J/raclites are repreſented as returning 
to Gop, by repentance and reſolutions of amend- 
ment. They are directed to implore pardoning 
' mercy, and to expreſs before Goo their reſolution, 
that they would no more truft to the A/jrians, nor 
multiply horſes for war, which Gop had forbid- 
den, nor any more worlhip idols. And then they 
urge in the text an encouraging plea, that Goo 
would be favourable . them, * for in thee the 
fatherleſs findeth mercy.” Let us conſider, 


I. The diſtreſſed caſe here ſuppoſed; 


II. God's kind regard to it, — and then te 
ſome inſtruction from theſe nenen us 
+ conſider, | 


1. The diſtreſſed caſe here ſuppoſed. 


The word Fatherleſi is ſometimes uſed in eriprare 
in its natural, common ſenſe; and ſometimes it is 
uſed figuratively, to denote afflicted and deſtitute 
perſons in general. It ſometimes means children 
who have actually loſt their father. So it is ſaid 
by the Pſalmiſt, Let his children be fatherle/5 + ;* 
and there are many ſuch places that I may here- 
after mention, But the word often ſignifies an er- 
plan; a child that is both fatherleſs and motherleſs, 
and figuratively means perſons in very afflicted and 
helpleſs circumſtances. Thus it is uſed concerning 
the whole Jewiſh nation, after the captivity ; We 
are orphans and fatherleſs 1.“ Our king, the father 
of our country, is taken from us. Gop our father 
hath forſaken u us; and our enemies rule over us and 


1 afflit 


+ Pſalm cix. 9. | t Lm. v 
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afflict us. Thus Chriſt ſaith to his diſciples,.. « 1 


will not leave you comforrle/s $-* the original is 


* orphans; in an afflicted ſtate, without friends and 


comforters, Oor text is a plea with Gop for. Pity, 
becauſe he is kind to thoſe who are properly fa- 
#ktrleſs.” So that it is as if they had ſaid, * We are 
in deep diſtreſs; helpleſs and friendleſs; and thou, 


who ſhoweſt mercy to thoſe that are really father- 


leſs, wilt not be unmindful, we hope, of a nation 
now in very aflitive circumſtances. We have been 
diſappointed: of aſſiſtance from thoſe, on whom we 


depended, and we have no other friend and. helper 
to apply to.“ Our text ſuppoſeth that the caſe of 


orphans is truly pitiable; and that, above all others, 
they ſtand in need of aſſiſtance and mercy from God. 
This repreſentation of the unhappy cafe of orphans 


is certainly juſt, and 1 need not ſay much to- ſhow 


it. — Such is the nearneſs and tenderneſs. of the 


. parental relation; fo great the obligation of child- 
ren to their parents, and their dependance upon 


them, that to be deprived of them is very painful 


to a feeling heart. And it is a great, and generally 
an irreparable loſs to children, to be bereaved of 


them, when they themſelves are young. The ſup- 
port of a famihy often ſinks with its heads, and 
their offspring are incapable of contriving or acting 
for their own ſuſtenance. They are ſometimes left 
entirely deſtitute ; ; often in ftraits, and thrown on 


re kindneſs of the world. Or if they are left in 


plentiful circumſtances, it is frequently ſo much the 
worſe for them; as they are in danger of being 


cheated Fa cruel — Mercenary. menue Of corrupted 
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and ruined by the enticements of ſinners. They are 
ſometimes placed under oppreſſive or unkind maſ- 
ters and miſtrefles; and have no wiſe and tender 
friend, to whom they can go, to pour out. their 
complaint, and eaſe their minds; and from whom 
they may receive redreſs or encouragement... They 
are expoſed to many injuries, hardſhips and. temp- 
tations, and want their parents“ tender care; which 
is of itſelf a great thing, tho' they could do little 
elſe for their relief. They need the hand of wiſ- 
dom, experience, and affection, to gaide their giddy 
and unexperienced- youth. Few are kind and com- 
paſſionate: enough to aſſiſt and direct them, eſpe- 
cially if it requires any expence or labour. And 
even the advice of the moſt faithful frieads doth 
not come with that force upon their minds, as the 
advice of a parent, proceeding from affection, and 
backed with authority, Hence they are expoſed to 
the ſuares of evil company, and the wicked contri- 
vances of thoſe that lie in wait to deceive. The 
loſs of the inftruftions, prayers, and examples of 
pious parents, and the diſcipline of a ſober, reli- 
gious family, is the moſt grievous circumſtance in | 
the caſe of orphans, For parental commands and 
reſtraints are generally the laſt things which wicked 
children diſregard. Thus are orphans in danger. of 
being ruined for both worlds. And good parents 
are ſo ſenfible of this, that nothing gives them 
greater concern in their dying moments, than the 
thought of leaving their children deſtitute and friead- 
leſs. But, bleſſed be Gop, there is an ample and 
noble ſopport in this diſtreſſing . 3: for 
we ave in the — | 
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Gob's 8 kind regard to them, | a 


« L him the fatherleſs frageth mercy. Tho! they 
do not find mercy in auy other, they ſhall in kim. 
Here is ſolid comfort for thoſe who ſo much need 
IF. yea, for every one of them.; tor each of them ; 
as the word is ſingular ; each farheirle/s perjon. For 
the illuſtration of this I would obferve, that GOD 
hath commanded others not to injure, but to aſſiſt 
them; — he hath expteſsly declared himſelf their 
friend; — and he hath often, in the courſe. of his 
providence, ſhown himſelf to be ſo. 


1. He hath commanded others not to Injure, 
but to aſſiſt them. 


— 


And this ſhows his concern for them, He made 
proviſion in the law of Maſes that they ſhould not 
be wronged. It is there commanded, that the judg- 
ment of the fatherleſs ſhould not be perverted. He 
charged the governors of Iſracl, to deſind the fa - 
therleſs, to juage them and plead for them. He 
commanded the king of Juda, and his ſervants, 
to * do mo aurong to the fatherleſs: not only not 
to take advantage of their unbappy circumſtances 
to plunder and injure them, but to ſupport and 
protect them. Among the ſolemn. curſes to be pro- 
nounced upon mount Ebal, to which all the peo- 
ple were to ſay Amen, this is found, Curſed be 
he that perverteth the judgment of the fatherlefs . 
— The: obſervance of theſe commands is inforced 
by awfol zhreatenings. For inftance, * Ye ſhall. not 
aid any fatherleſs child. If thou afflit them in 
+ Deut. xxwi. 19. 
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any wiſe, and they cry at all to me,” tho? in ever 
ſuch a childiſh, broken and feeble manner, I will 
ſorely hear their cry, and my wrath fhall awwax hor f. 
oe to them that decree unrighteous decrees to 
rob the fatherlefs!* Yea, Gop threatens to bring 
deſtruction upon thoſe that even * vex the father- 
leſs.“ I will only refer you further to the prophet 
Malachi; I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt thoſe 
that oppre/s the fatherleſs.* — There are many com- 
mands in the law, that they ſhould be aſſiſted and 
ſupplied ;- efpecially that the * gleanings of the 
fields, olive-yards and vine-yards, ſhould be left for 
the fatherleſs,* I mention theſe paſſages ſo parti- 
cularly, to ſhow the concern which Gop hath for 
orphans, Now we may juſtly infer from them, that 
when he hath required” ſuch regard to be ſhown to 
them by others, he will himſelf take them under 
his protection and care. But this leads me to ob- 
ſerve, 


2. He hath expreſsly declared himſelf their Shad 
and guardian. 


When I ſet myſelf to er this point, and to 
examine what the ſcripture ſaith upon it, I own 
I was much impreſſed and affected to find, in how 
many ſtrong and delightfu] phraſes, the Lord ex- 
preſſeth his concern for them. 89 that I think L 
may ſay, that there is no one afflidive caſe, con- 
cerning which more is ſaid in ſcripture. And let 
me intreat your attention to theſe pa-ticulars. He 
is ſtiled their reliever, helper, judge, redeemer and 
father, — He is their reliever. So David ſaith, * He 

1 | relicwverh 
1 Exod, xxii. 22. | 
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Felieverk the widow and fatherleſs t; which may 
fipnify, © ſupplying their wants, raiſing them up 
friends, directing them tn their difficulties, and com- 
forting their hearts. — He is their Helper; © the poor 
committeth himſelf to thee, thou art the helper of 
the fatherleſs 5. He protects them from the dangers. 
to which they are expoſed, and is their refuge, 
when human help faileth. — He is likewiſe their 
Judge. © Lord, thou wilt judge the fatherleſs and 
the oppreſſed.” He doth execute the judgment of the 
fatherleſs ;* eſpouſeth their cauſe againſt thoſe who- 
would artfully wrong them. He will clear up their 
innocence when it is aſperſed, and recompenſe the 
loſſes they may ſuſtain, — Again, he is their re- 
| deemer,, Enter not into the fields of the fatherleſs,” 
to plunder them or remove their land-marks : for 
their redeemer is mighty; he ſball plead their cauſe: 
with thee f.“ He will defend their rights, aveng 
their wrongs, and either reſtrain or puniſh their 
oppreſſors — But the moſt comprehenfive and de- 
Jghtful idea of all, is that which is. given us by 
the Pſalmiſt, A father of the fatherleſs is Go 
in his holy habitation f.“ He is the father of all 
men; but he is theirs in a peculiar ſenſe;. to pro- 
vide, protect, counſel and guide: in ſhort, to do 
every thing in effect for them, which their earthly. 
parents could have done, and infinitely more. It 
is really pleaſing, and indeed wonderful, to obſerve, 
in what a wariety. of gracious language Gop ſpeak- 
eth concerning them: intimating at once thereby, 
how pitiable their caſe is, how much they need 
1 Pſalm exlvi. g. § Plalm x. 14. Prov. Exif. 10. 
+ Pſalm Jzviii, 5. 
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his help, and how ready he is to grant it, according 
to the utmoſt extent of their wants and dene 
To all theſe J add, | „„ 


z. He hath in the courſe of his providence often 
ſhowed mercy to them. 


Thus he hath illuſtrated HE a theſe de- 
clarations of his word. Many wonderful ſcenes of 
this kind Gop hath opened upon the world, which 
the wiſe obſervers of providence have ſeen and a- 
dored. We have known inſtances of families de- 
prived of their heads. Every one lamented their 
removal, and many tender hearts ſhed a pitying 
tear over their deſcendants: fearing that they would 
be reduced to poverty, or never comfortably diſ- 
poſed of in the world. But providence hath taken 
care of them; and raiſed them up friends, whoſe 
tenderneſs hath almoſt equalled that of their parents. 
Gop hath directed them to ſuitable and deſirable 
employments. and relations in life, He hath pro- 
 Vided them unexpected ſupplies to ſettle them in 
the world. We have known inſtances of whole fa- 
milies, and large ones too, for whom Gop hat 
thus appeared; who are now filling up honourable 
and uſeful ſtations, and ſupporting and adorning 
religion. There have been many orphans, who thro” 
the favour of providence, have appeared in the moſt 
reſpectable characters in life, and been eminent for 
piety, zeal and charity. Vea ſome of the moſt 
learned, holy, active and uſeful miniſters that I have 
ever known, have been thoſe, who were early left 
fatherleſs or orphans; and entirely, or in a great 
meaſure, e and Dre by the kindneſs of 

I. 6 their 
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their friends. + Many of  Gop's aged ſervants can 
fay with- David, * | have been young and now am 


old, yet have I not ſeen the righteous forſaken, nor 


his ſeed begging bread.* I need not go far for evi- 
dences of this truth. Many of you, my Brethren, 
are evidences of it, and will readily and thankfully 
ſet to your ſeals, that in Gop the fatherleſs find- 
eth mercy.” Thus doth the kindneſs of God to the 
fatherleſs appear, that he hath commanded others 
not to injure but aſſfiſt them, on pain of his dif- 
pleaſure — he hath in his word frequently and moſt 
tenderly repreſented himſelf as their friend, patron 
and helper — and he hath often, in the courſe of 
his providence, confirmed theſe declarations of bis 
word. — Let us now attend to the jnſtructions 
which theſe particulars afford. 


APPLICATION. 


1. How amiable a view doth this give us of the 
bleſſed Gop, and of his wonderful condeſcenfion. 


There is not a more amiable character among 
mortals, than that of the man who ſhoweth mercy 
to the father/e/s, When perſons, no way connected 
with them, enter tenderly into their concerns; aſſiſt 
them with their advice, money and intereſt, and 
_ endeavour to make the loſs of their patents as little 
felt as may be; what a ſignal act of kindneſs ? 
What a lovely character is this? All admire it; even 
thoſe that will not imitate it. The character of 
Job was moſt honourable: for wealth, dignity, power, 
influence and piety, he exceeded all the men of 
| the 
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the eaſt; and indeed, the Lord himſelf ſaid; there 
was none like him upon the earth.“ Now this was 
one of his excellencies ; © I delivered the fatherle/5, 
when there was none to help him, and cauſed the 
widow's heart to fing for joy. I have not eaten 
my morfel alone, but the Ffatherle/s hath eaten there- 
of; and from my youth he was brought up with 
me as with a father .“ If ſuch a temper and con- 
duct among men, eſpecially in a great man, is ſo 
amiable, how amiable muſt the character of the 
great and glorious Gop be, who is the father of 
the fatherleſs?* He teacheth us to argue his good - 
| neſs and pity from our own feelings: and by ſo 
many declarations of his word, teſtifieth his re- 
gard to orphans, and confirmeth them by ſo many 
appearances of his providence, Let our fouls adore 
the Lord, merciful and gracious, who is full of 
compaſſion and of great kindneſs.” Let thoſe par- 
ticularly adore him, who having been caſt upon his 
providence from their infancy or childhood, have 
been. fed by him all their lives long to this day 
and redeemed from evil: and eſpecially if he hath 
taught them from their youth up, and ſanctiſied 
them by his grace, let them declare his wonderfal 
works with thankſgiving.“ 


2. Let us imitate Gop in ſhowing mercy to the 
fatherleſs. 


He reli-veth them; he is their helper, judge, 

redeemer- and father, Let us in this reſpect, be 

followers of Gob as his children, and be merciful 

as our heavenly father is merciful.” 1 hope I need 
. | not 
+ Job Mix. 12, 13. xxxi. 17. 
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not warn any of you againſt oppreſſing and wrong. t 
jag them. The heart which is impious, hard and 
cruel enough to do this, will not be affected by l 
any warnings from me. Nothing but the venge- | 
ance” of the almighty and the flames of hell, will | 
de likely to remove its inſenfibility. But | exhort | 
and entreat you to ſhow them kindnefs, and let 
them find mercy with you. They are no doubt jaſt 
objects of it; eſpecially thoſe who have loſt pious; 
watchful and affect ionate parents. Your kindneſs 
will be particularly acceptable to them, and Gov 
will abundantly reward it. Let me exhort you to 
take their part, to plead their cauſe, to treat them 
with all the tenderneſs you can: not waiting for 
ſolicitation, which in their caſe it would be pecu- 
Harly grievous to make; but offering them your 
ſervice, giving them wherewith to ſupply. their 
wants, and. help them forward in the world. In 
ſhort, do for them, what you believe their parents 
would have done, as far as it is in your powers 
Let me addreſs to you eſpecially, who have children 
of your own, and feel the workings. of parental 
affection. I exhort you to pity and relieve the deſ- 
ticute offspring- of others. If you have orphans in 
your families, as apprentices or ſervants, ſhow them 
particular tenderneſs: and if they have any. grati- 
tude, they will amply repay you. If ye in any wiſe 
afflict a fatherleſs child, ſaith the Lord, your wives: 
ſhall be widows, and yer children fatherleſs 1.“ Do 
not excuſe yourſelves from acts of kiadneſs to them 
by pleading, that you have children of your own. 
Have faith in Gop f and his promiſes. By kindaefs 
2 : to 
| + Exod, xxii, 24. 1 Mark zi, za. 
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to orphans you will be laying up portions for your 
own children. Let us all ſhow our regard to the 
fatherleſs, by pitying and praying for them, direct- 
ing and encouraging them; and as far as we have 
ability, ſupplying their wants. That, regard, which 
Gop our common father ſhoweth to them,  recom- 
mends this in the ſtrongeſt manner. In ſhort, all 
pretences to religion are vain, while this duty. is 
negledted. For thus ſaith the Apoſtlez © purs religion 
and undefiled before Gop, even the father, is this, 
to vit the fatherleſs and widows in their afflitioa 4; 
the word vit fignifies to ower/ee them and take 
care of them, This is pare and wndefiled religions 
and with this Goo is well pleaſed. 


3. 1 parents take encouragement to commit 
their children to the care of Gop. 


All prudent parents are greatly concerned for the 
welfare of their children. It is evidently your duty, 
Parents, to provide for your children; both for their 
preſent and future ſupport. To be ambitious and 
eager to leave them very rich, 1s a great fin, and 
will very probably ruin your ſouls and theirs too. 
It is, as the prophet expreſſeth it, coveting an evil 
eovetouſneſs again your own. houſes f.“ But to be 
able to raiſe them above the inconveniences and 
temptations of poverty, and enable them to appear 
with reſpet in the world, is a laudable deſire. 
To this end you ought to be diligent, prudent and 
frugal. But the ſtations and circumſtances of many 
are ſuch, that they can hardly do more for their 
families than ſupport them, Some of you can leave 
| your 
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your children but little. Your care and induſtry are 
all that they have to ſubſiſt upon. The occupation 
of ſome is of ſuch a nature, that a widow cannot 


carry it on. Should Gop remove you while your 


children are young and unſettled, they may be in 
ſtraits ; at lcaſt ex, oſed to many difficulties And 


you may have no friends, whom you can depend 


upon to be their guardians. I wonder not that pa- 
rents, yea even thoſe who are truly pious, have 
ſome painful thoughts apon this head; eſpecially 
when they are ſick and languiſhing, and think it 
probable they may ſoon leave their dear children fa- 
therleſs or orphans. It is your wiſdom and duty 
to behave in ſuch a manner, that you may be ef- 
teemed and beloved in the world ; and that your 
children may find; tnoſe, who will be friends and 
benefactors to them, for your ſakes. Great caution 
and preat faith are neceſſary, that your care for 


them be not anxious, and your concern about them 


be not diſtreſſing. Let it be your leading defire, 
concern and care to train -them vp for Gop; to 
form them to the government of their paſſions, and 
obedience to you. Endeavour to promote and cul- 


tivate in them, a humble, obligiog diſpoſition, and: 


a grateful ſenſe and acknowledgment of any kind- 
neſs, which is ſhown them, Eſpecially labour to 
form them to a religious temper, and a reliſh for 
ſpiritual and divine pleaſures. And, as to all your 
other cares about them, ca them upon Gop.” 
Lay up a ſtock of prazers, if you can lay up no- 
thing elſe, for your children. Cheat fully commit 
them to your Hanes! y father, in whom the fathers 
leſs findeth mercy.” He hath engaged to be their 


guardian. 
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guardian. They are the children of his covenant: 
and he hath -promrled to be a * Gop to you and 
your ſeed aſiet you.“ He can do infinitely more and 
better for them, than you could ever do. And his 
« riphteouſneſs and faithfulneſs extend unto: child. 
ren's children t Remember, your anxiety and deſpon- 
dency will do chem no good: it will do your/elver 
much harm, and will diſpleaſe Gop. Encourage 
yourſelves, your wives and children, with that gra- 
cious declaration, Leave thy fatherleſs children, I 
will preſerve them alive, and let thy widows zruft 
in meh.” Thoſe of you who have been left father- 
leſs, and yet ſupported and helped by divine pro- 
vidence, will be ungrateful and inexcuſable indeed, 


if you do not chearfully leave your children to 
Gop. Once more, 


4. Let the fatherleſs 90 orphans ſeek merey 
from Gob, and humbly commit themſelves to him. 


There are no perſons, whoſe afflicted caſe I more 
tenderly pity; and whom [I could be more glad to 
aſſiſt and relieve, What can I do better for you, 
who are in ſuch circumſtances, than to remind you 
of, and commend you to, that infinitely powerful, 
wiſe and good being, in whom the fatherleſs find- 
eth mercy ?? This mercy you may obtain, if you 
will earneſtly ſeek it. Let me therefore addreſs you, 
in the gracious language of Gop himſelf; * Wilt 
thou not from ri, time,” this time of peculiar diffi- 
cuity and diſtreſs, cry unto me, my father, thou 
art the guide of my youth {| ?* He was your father's 
Gop ; and he will got diſown the relation to you, 

if 

I Pfalm ciii. 17. § Jer. xlix, 11. || Jer. iii. 4. 
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if you thus cry to him. Go to his throne then by 
prayer, and plead the promiſe in the text. Vou are 
ſometimes ſaying in the bitterneſs of your ſouls, 
© | have loſt the beſt of fathers, or the beſt of mo- 
thers;“ perhaps both. But is it no comfort that 
vou have, or may have, the beſt of beings for your 
father ſtill? Providence is not, as one expreſleth it, 
© incloſed in your parents' tomb.” Gop is the 
* dwelling place of his people in all generations.” 
Without him your parents could have done nothing 
for you, If he taketh you under his care, you will 
want for nothing, that is truly good for you. But 
then it muſt be your moſt diligent, folicitous endea- 
vour to behave as , children; elſe you will ſuf- 
tain the preateſt loſs, which a human creature can 
poſſibly ſuſtain; loſe a good parent, and a good 
GOD too. * Be followers of Gop as his children.“ 
See that you honour and love him; that you hear 
and read his word, with attention and ſeriouſneſs ; 


that you pray to him morning and evening, as your 


father in heaven, thro' Chriſt Jeſus, who is the way 
to the father. Humiliry, diligence, contentment in 
your ſlations, and thankfulneſs for the kindneſs of 
your friends, will recommend you to the favour of 
the world, and entitle you to the bleſſing of hea» 
ven, But remember, that if you forſake Gow, 
he will ca you off for ever: and your pious pa- 
rents themſelves, as well as they loved you, will 
hereafter diſown you. Thus the rich man in hell, 
* ſaw Abraham afar off, and ſaid, Father Abraham, 
have mercy upon me: but Abraham diſow ned him J. 
I ſhall conclude the diſcourſe with thoſe words of 

| the 
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the Pſalmiſt, which give direction and encourage- 
ment to the fatherleſs and orphans, to parents and 
children, yea to all the people of Gop; ©* When my 
father and my mother forſake me, then the Lord 
will tate me up. I had fainted, unleſs I had be- 
lieved to ſee the goodagſi of the Lord in the land 
of the living. Wait on the Lord, be of good cou- 
rage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine . wait I 
ſay on the Lord 5. 


& Pſalm xxvii, 10, &. 
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And Abraham ſaid, Becauſe 1 thought, Surely the fear 
of GOD is nat in this place ; 3 and they will flay 
me for my wiſts ſakes 


HEN the Pſalmift was devoutly recolle&- . 


ing and celebrating God's wondrous works 
and providential appearances for the patriarchs, 
he obſerved, that when they went from one na- 
tion to another, and from one kingdom to ano- 
ther people, he ſuffered no man to do them wrong ; 


yea he reprowed kings for their ſakes, ſaying, Touch 


not my anointed, and do my prophets no harm .“ We 
have a remarkable inſtance of this, in the . chapter 
where our text is, It is part of the hiſtory: of 
Abraham, the father of Gop's ancient pecple. He 
came to Gerar, a city of the Philiflines, ſouth of 
Canaan. There, as he had done before in the land 
of Egypt, he ſaid of Sarah his wife, She is my 
fiſter ;? leſt, being a beautiful woman, ſhe ſhould be 
taken from him, and he be deſtroyed or injured on 


her 
* Pſalm CV, 14. N 
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her account. It was true in ſome ſenſe that ſhe was 
his ſiſter. Some ſuppoſe that ſhe was really bis 
ſitter ; others, more probably, that ſhe was his halo 
niece, daughter of Haran, his half brother; ſo near 
a female relation beirg commonly called a fer 


among the Hebrews. But he concealed part of the 


truth, namely, that ſhe was alſo his wife. This 
be thought he might lawfully do, as it was the 
probable means of ſaving his life. 
manner of ſpeaking carried a plain intimation, that 
ſhe was rot his wife, it was deceiving the Philiftines, 
as well as diſtruſting Gov. Abimelech, king of Gerar, 
took Sarah, intending to make her his wife. Gov 
informed him in a dream, that ſhe was another man's 
wife. He pleads his ignorance of this. The Lord 
accepted the plea, and commanded him to feſtore 


Abraham his wife, becauſe he was a propher. This | 


Abimelech did; but he expoſtulates with Abraham 
for deceiving them, and expoſing him to the diſ- 
pleaſure of Gov, ed the whole nation ta his plague 
(v. 9). What haſt thou done unto us? And in what 
have I offended thee, that thou haſt brought on me 
and my kingdom . great fin? Thou 'haſt done 
deeds unto me that ought not to be done.“ Seeing 
Abraham confuſed with this expoſtulation, and un- 
able to make a ready anſwer, he puts the queſtion 
home to him in the next verſe, © What ſaweft thou, 
that thou haſt done this thing ?? What impurity or 
indecency haſt thou perceived in me or in my peo- 


ple, that led thee to take ſuch a ſtep? Theſe Phi- 


liftines looked upon adultery with great horror, 
Abimelechi would never have taken Sarah, if he had 
known fhe had been another man's wife, There. 


fore he highly reſeated the impoſition, Our text 


But as this 


4 Al A — 
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is Abraham's reply, and excuſe * his weak and 
unb-coming behaviour, And Abraham ſaid, becauſe 
1 thought, Surely the fear of Gop 5s not in this 
place; and they will ſlay me for my wife's ſake.” 
A poor excuſe indeed ! but the beſt he could make, 
However, in the connection in which it ſtands, it 
ſoggeſts to us two remarks; which, if they engage 
our attention, and influence our practice, will be of 
the greateſt ſervice to us in future life. 


I. The fear of Gop is the moſt effectual reſtraint 
from ſin, 


II. Perſons. may have more of the fear of Gop 
in them, than others are ready ſometimes to ima- 
gine.—lI will conſider each of theſe remarks, and en- 
deavour, by divine aſſiſtance, to perſuade you to 
Jeor GOD and honour all men. | 


1. The fear of Gop is the moſt effectual reflane 


FN imagined, that the fear of Gop was not 
among the Phili/tines, He therefore concluded, that 
they were capable of any miſchief, and would ſtick 
at nothing to compaſs their impure and wicked de- 
ſigns. The fear of Goo frequently fignifies in ſerip- 
ture, the whole of religion, But in the text and 
many other places, it ſeems to denote that part of 
it, which immediately relates to Gop : and as this 
is moſt. excellent and important in itſelf, and the 
foundation of the other branches of religion, it is 
often put for the whole. Hence it is called, ze 
| beginning of wiſdom.” It ſignifies a conſtant, ſerious 


regard to Gop, as the governor of the world; 
| | | whick 
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which ſo influences the mind, as to excite in it an 
habitual concern, not to do any thing offenſive or 
diſpleaſing to him, and a ſolicitous care to pleaſe 
him in all things.“ This diſpoſition is founded on 
right notions of Gop ; as a being of perfe& holi- 
neſs; who loveth righteouſneſs and beholdeth the 
up:ight with approbation; but muſt abhur and 
puniſh the wicked. It is founded on a perſuaſion 
of his univerſal preſence, and perfect knowledge of 
all his creatures; of all their actions, thoughts and 
deſigns. The man who feareth Gop, rot only be- 
lieves in general, that he ſearcheth and ſeeth him; 
but he ſets the Lord always before him, as the ob- 
je& of his conſtant regard; and his heart is filled 
with a humble reverence and a filial awe of him. 
But let it be obſerved, that this is not a ſudden 
paſſion, excited now and then by ſome awful repre- 
ſentation of the terrors of the Lord, or affecting 
diſplays of his power and juſtice ; but it is a ſettled 
temper ; a prevailing, governing diſpoſition in the 
heart, It is a temper, nearly reſembling that of 
a dutiful child to a wiſe and affectionate father. 
From a reverence of Gop's authority, a fear of 
diſpleaſing one, to whom he is ſo highly obliged, 
on whom he conſtantly depends and who hath it 
in his power to puniſh every act of contempt and 
diſobedience, he endeavours to know and to obey 
his will. But a ſenſe of Gop's paternal goodneſs 
and a hope in his favour, prevent this fear from 
becoming ſervile and painful, and make it quite 
eaſy and agreeable to the mind, — This is a brief 
account of the nature of the fear of Gon. Where 
this e doth not prevail, no good can be 


expected. 
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docs The want of it introduceth all manner 
of conſuſion among intelligent creatures, renders 
them the very reverſe of What they ſhould be, and 
is indeed the chief cauſe of all the fins that are 
in the world. Thus David obſerves, * The tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the wicked ſaith within my heart, that tbere 
is a jear: of Gor before his eyes 1.“ When 1 {ce 
their tranſgreſſions, I naturally conclude, that they 
fear not Gop. On the other hand, this principle is 
the-moſt effectaal preſervative from ſin; indeed it is 
the only effeQual one: — for it is ſuited to all ranks 
of. ens ——and to all times and places. 


It is ſuited to all ranks of men; the wen 
as wel as the loweſt, | 


Abraham thought Abimelech had not the fear of 
God, and therefore it was vain to oppoſe his at- 
tempt to take away his wife. He hoped that per- 
h-ps his ſubjects might be reſtrained by his avtho- 
rity: and power; but what ſhould reftrain hm? As 
Gov: is the ſupreme Lord and governor of the 
world, a being of almighty and irrefiflible power, the 
fear of him 1s ſufficient to awe the greateſt earchly 
potentate. Other principles may prevent inferior 
perſons from doing injury to others; but nothing 
ſhort of this can effectually contro! the great and 
the mighty. A regard to men may prevent even 
theſe, fiom becoming tyrants and oppreſſurs; but 
what ſhall make them ſober and chaſte, ferious and 
devout ? They are often above regarding the cen- 
ſures of men. Their. courtiers and attendants in 
general will flatter and compliment them, whatever 
their behaviour be. But the fear of Gop will make 


. even 
1 Pſalm xxxvi. 1. ; | 
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even the greateſt men, pious as well as juſt, devout 
as well as ſober and charitable. — Many of the 
poor and mean deſpiſe the cenſures of others. 
They think, they cannot fink any lower; and that 


their poverty is a ſecurity from affronts and. injury. 


Therefore they often indulge in every vice, which 
doth not immediately expoſe them to puniſhment 
or deſtroy their livelihood. But when the fear of 


Soy taketh poſſeſſion of their hearts, they conſider 


themſelves as ſtanding in his fight on a level with 
others; equally the ſubjets of his moral govern- 


ment, and accountable to his impartial tribunal, 


Many of the rich and great are too idle; and 'the 


| poor too buſy, cloſely to conſider the natural beauty 


of virtue and deformity of vice; or to look forward 
to the remote conſequences of their preſent behaviour. 
The fear of Gop therefore, is the only principle, 
that can effectually reſtrain men of all ranks from 
praiſing that which is evil. Thus Jeſeph, who was 
prime miniſter of Egyyt, and upon whom Pharaot 
had devolved the whole power of government, not 
only abſtained from puniſhing his brethren for the 


injury they had done him, but treated them with 


the greateſt kindneſs : and the reaſon he himſelf 
gives us; ©I fear GODS.“ Nehemiah likewiſe, wha 


was governor of the land of Fadea under the Per- 


fan prince, having menticned in his hiſtory, the 
oppreſſion of the former governors and their unrea- 
ſonable exactions, ſaith, * But ſo did not I, becauſe 
of the fear of 600. — Again, this n 
is the beſt preſervative fiom fin, as, 
Yol. 2 * 7:2 K | 2. It 
+ Gen, ali. 1, + made v. 15 


— . . — — — — 


While to conceal t 
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2. It is a diſpoſition ſuited to all times and L 
places, : 


Other motives; war operate. upon. mankind naw 
and then; but this always. And the reaſon is 
plain. They know, that the object of, their. fear i- 
always preſent, with them; diſcerns, obſerves. and. 
remembers. all their aftions,, words and thoughts; 
and that his judgment of. them is always according: 


to, truth. Wberever men go, they are under the 


eye of the righteous and all-wiſe governor, of the 
world: the lover and rewarder. of righteouſneſs,, 
and the enemy and puniſher. of fin, The fear of 
men may 'reſtrain. from open iniquity. and, notorious 
injuries to others. A regard. to the good opinion of 
thoſe. about them, may engage. many. to put on a. 
fair outſide. But. a deep. ſenſe. of Gon upon: the 
heart, will controul its ſecret thoughts, ſubdue 
its ſinful deſires, and prevent its harbouring hatred,.. 
31l-wjll, purpoſes of revenge, or: any inclinations,. 


which may. be diſpleaſing. to him, who underſtan - 


deth our thoughts afar off *.” Men: that; are. not 
influenced. by the fear of Gon, indolge ſuch diſ- 


poſitions without controul, till they ripen into action. : 


By degrees thoſe principles, that led them for a 
ir faults, grow weak and. joef- 
fectual: then they throw. off. the maſk and bid de- 
fiance to the. cenſares.of . mank ind. But the fear 
of Gop is a principle always ſtrong and operative, 
It. guards all the powers and faculties of the ſoal, 
and preſerves it from being overcome by thoſe 1 
tations, which would n be too ſtrong for every 


other 
® Pſalm exxxix. 24 


otber prineiple. Hence Solomon obſerver, By the 
fear of the Lord mem de purt from evil®.) Thus the 
fear of Gop is the beſt preſervative from fin, —- 

as it is adapted to influence all ranks: and conditions 


of men, — and' to regulate their conduct at all time 
and im every place. — Before I procetd to the next 


head, let me make a brief Application of this. 


Let us cultivate this principle in ourſelves, — and I 


endeavour to promote it” in all about us! 


Let us cultivate this printifie ia our on Barti. 2 
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Sim is the greateſt evil; it is an abuſe of our ra- 8 
tional faculties; it perverts the true end of human 


life; it is an affront to our creator; it doth the 


greateſt? injury to our o ſouls, and depriveth us 


of ' fabſizntial happineſs and joy. Every one there- 


fore; who hath a due regard to his own peace ant 


comfort, will be afraid of it and labbur to avoid 


it, Now as the fear of Gop is the beft preſervative 


fromi it, this diſpoſition ſhould be carefully cheriſh. 


eds This is hr whole of man: that in which his 


thoughts, deſires and purſuits ſhould center, as his 


whole: happineſs dependeth upon it. Let us there- 


fore, according to Solomon's direction, be in the 


fear of the Lord al the day long . In order to 
this, let us meditate on bis excelleney and glory, 
his majeſty and his power, and eſpecially his omni- 
preſence; Let us direct our views to him; as a Gop 


of perfect knowledge, who is acquainted' with all 


the thoughts that come into our minds. Let us re- 
fle& on the inſtances, in which his power and juſ- 
tice have been diſplayed in puniſhing thoſe who 


A far from him, and deſtitute of his fear. But 


* leſt 
Prov. Xvi. 6. 1 Prov, xxlii, 17. 
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left our fear ſhould become ſervile and tormenting, 
let us delight to dwell on the contemplation of his 
goodneſs, and the numerous diſplays of it towards 
us. That, according to the inſtructive phraſe of 
the. Prophet Hoſea, we may fear the Lord and his 
geodneſi t; ;* and never abuſe what is ſo venerable, 
nor preſume to offend ſo kind and merciful a being. 
— Let us guard againſt every thing that would 
weaken this principle. in our ſouls; ſuch as, the 
irreverent uſe of Gop's name; light expreſſions or 
thoughts of his day, his word and worſhip, or any 
thing bearing his ſuperſcription. Let us often think 
of the ſolemnity of the future judgment; the day 
when Gop will * d:/inguifh between thoſe that fear 
him and thoſe that fear him not, and render 10 
every man according to his work.“ That, *. know- _ 
ing the terror of the Lord, we may ſanQify him in 
.our hearts, and make him our Fear and our _ 
and then he will be to us for a ſanctuary \ 
preſerve us from every ſnare, and ſecure us from 
all evil, | 

Let us endeavour alſo to promote this priveiph in 
halt. about us, eſpecially in the riſing generation: by 
giving them awful, and yet amiable, ideas of Gop ; 
and always ſpeaking to him and of him with the ut- 
moſt reverence and ſolemnity. This, like every other 
principle, is beſt planted in youth, It will ſtrength- 
en as reaſon doth, And as obſervation, and reflec- 
tions upon the works and word of God, . convey 
new and venerable ideas of him to the mind, they 
will all firengthen this principle; and ſo it will 
. produce the moſt happy effects. If we deſire that 

s ee our 
þ Hoſ. iii. 5 & Laa, viii, 13. ; 
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our ſervants and dependants ſhould diſcharge their 
duty faithfully, and be bleflings to us and our fa- 


milies, let us labour, after the example of David, 
to teach them the fear of the Lord 1.“ And then, 


zs it is 1atimated by the apoſtle 5, they will ſerve 


us not with eye-ſervice,” juſt when our eye fs 
upon them, as men-pleaſers, but in fingleneſs 


or uprightneſs of heart, fearing GJ D.* U_— 


Having recommended it to you and urged upon 
you, to cultivate and- ſtrengthen the fear of God 
in your own hearts, as the moſt important and 
excellent principle, —and to take great pains to 
promote it in others, eſpecially. your children and 
ſervants, I proceed to abſerve from the text, 


If. Perſons may have more of the fear of Gov 
in them, than we are ready . to ima - 
gine. 


Abraham ſuſpected that che ſear of God was not 
at Gerar ; tho' for aught appears from the ſtory, 
there was no reaſon” for this ſuſpicion. - Abimelech 
himſelf ſeems to have been not only a very wiſe 
and judicious, but a pious. man; a worſhipper of 
the true Gop, like Melchizedeck » one with whom 
he converſed by dreams; as he uſed to do with 
holy men in thoſe ages. Gop therefore warned him 
of his danger; and did not ſend plagues on him 
3 5 "id 

t Pſalm xxxiv. 11. 5 Col. i. 22. f 

: A pious . wrote upon his goods their reſpeliive 

_ Prices, according to the uſual method of concealment, in one or 


more of the following ten letters, FEAR Thy Gob;* in order 
to remind himſelf, his children and apprentices of their duty. 


1 
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and his houſe for taking Sarah, as be did upon 
the king of Eyypr and his houſe in like circum- 
ſtances 1. He expreſſed the .utmoſt dread of ;adul- 


tery; and challenged Abralam to produce any par- 


ticulars in his conduct, or the conduct of his ſub- 
jects, which might diſpoſe him thus to ſuſpect, 
prevaricate and deceive. But Abraham ſuſpected 
” without reaſon; and might think, that tho? che in- 
habitants of Gerar had ſame general nations of the 


true God, yet theſe were not ſufficient to regulate 
their conduct and preſerve them from fin. How- 
ever, he had no reaſon far this jealauſy of them. 


And ;fuppoling that the fear of Gon had not been 


in that place, it would not follow, that they would 
murder an innocent perſon, merely to gratify their- 
laſts. — This was Abraham's infirmity ; and it is an 
infirmity to which we are all liable: to entertain 
an 1njuiious opinion of others; to judge uncharita- 


bly of them; and to :ſufpett that they fear not 


God, but are ſtrangers to zeal religion, Wben per- 
haps they are greatly under its inſſuence, and fin- 
- Gere in the pꝛofeſſion Which they make of it. 
To reQtify. this enror, ut may be of advantage to- 
- Foint ont the chief -gauſes of it, and. to ſhow the 
bad conſequences of * a ſuſpicious * | 
__ us conſider, 


The cauſes. of ſuch a fuſpicion. aw 


One may be, a bad fare of de bleed; an ili habit 
of body; which diſpoſeth the mind to be fretful and 
.« peeviſh. A perſon in this circumſtance, is accuſtom- 


4 0 view Aimſelf and his own concerns in the 


a3 | F % _ warkt 
3 Tt a 17 
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Worſt light, and ſo is apt to form: an injutiaus opi- 
nian of others. The juices are ſoared and foll of 
.acrimony:; and by this the, judgment of the mind 
is perverted, and men become ill tempered and ſoſ · 
w picious. — It. ſometimes ariſeth from ignorance of the. 
nature of religion, or not ſufficiently reflecting upon it: 
not conſidering that it. is an-izward.principle z, the 
hidden man of. the heart: that. the kingdom of GO 
is, . properly ſpeaking, auithin us; in the habits and 
diſpoſitions of the ſoul. The degree and extent in 
which religious principles .prevail. and apetate in the 
ſoul, are not. diſcernable.; and we are often incom- 
petent judges of the motives, upon which men act. 
When indeed there ate open, notorious vices in 
their conduct, and when they neglect the means of 
religion, we may very reaſonably conclude, that 
the fear of Gop is not in them. But when their 
general coaverſation is decent, orderly and becoming 
the goſpel, we ought to believe, that they fear God, 
and. that there is an inward religious principle, 
which regulates and governs their actions. Beſides, 
eit is to be conſidered, that the beſt characters are 
not perfect. There are errors and blemiſhes in the 
moſt. holy men, Our context is a proof, that there 
were ſuch: in Abralam, the father of the faithful 
and the friend of Gov. The prevailing diſpoſition 
may be holy, where there are ſame inſtances of a 
conduct not ſo regular and .honourable as it ſhould 
be. And it is very . unreaſonable to condemn a 
man in general terms, and to deny that he fears 
God, becauſe he hath ſome imperfections. This 
ſuſpicion ſometimes ariſeth from not making due 
allewances for the different temper, education and 
I” IS cnſtome 
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cuſtoms. of mankiad.— The natural -femper ef ſome 
worthy perſons, for inſtance; is briſk and lively; 
and they have ſuch a conſtant flow of ſpirits, that 
it is not eaſy to reſtrain' and govern them. This 
leads them into ſome levities, which men of graver 
' tempers ate apt to condemn, as inconſiſtent with 
the goſpel. On the other hand, theſe lively perſons 
may, in their turn, cenſure the grave and the gloo- * 
my, as deſtitute of real religion, and ſubſtituting 
a ſour aſpe& and a ſtern behaviour inftead of it. 
—— The preſent riſing generation 1s not educated, 
even by wiſe and pious parents, in that ſtrictneſs, 
with which they themſelves were brought up by 
their parents. I ſpeak not this to the praiſe of the 
preſent age. For tho* their ' fathers might carry 
ſome things to an extreme, I think the. extreme, 
into which moſt parents now run, is much more 
dangerous F,? Young people are now indulged by 
tteir parents in liberties, in which they them- 
ſelves were never indulged; and which their much 
wiſer pareats would have dreaded, But a general 
praQice conſecrates ſuch things; and men are led 
unay by the throng, without allowing themſelves 
to think and examine, Yet as ſuch indulgences, 
if they are not carried to exceſs, may perhaps be 
confiſlent with the fear of Gop, it would be unrea- 
ſonable, on account of them only, to ſuſpect the 
want of it. — The different Cu/foms of different 
places and ages may occaſion this unfavourable 
jedgment. The appearances of ſtrict religion are 

| in 


I See An Addreſs to Proteſtant Diſſenters as ſuch,” in which 
chere are ſome uſeful remarks on this ſubject. | 
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in the preſent day, unfaſbionable: and many of 
' thoſe who do fear God, are deſirous to conceal 
it. They deprive” religion of ſome credit, aud 
themſelves of great uſefulneſs, becauſe they would 
not be laught at as preciſe, ſcrupulous aud purita - 
tical. They are eſpecially careful to avoid  fuch 
expreſfions of their love to Gov, hope in him and 
devotedneſs to him, as one would think ſhould be 
natural and becoming in every good man. This 
they do, becauſe they would not be charged with 
hypocriſy or be called enthuſiafls: a name very often 
applied to the moſt rational and excellent chriltians. 
Becauſe religion is -unfaſhionable, ſome goo! men 
carry their privacy in it to an extreme, and are 
aſhamed of that, which is their greateſt glory. 
This ought to be conſidered, as a reaſon, why 
we ſhould not be too ſuſpicious of the character 
of others. Some may fear Gop, yet love retire- 
ment, and chuſe to live as it were out of the world. 
Others may be ſolicitous to conceal their piety, 
even to a fault; becauſe their ſpirits are weak and 
fearful, and they live in a crooked and perverſe 
Hooocation + the chief fource of a ſuſpicious 
„„ K's: temper, 


tt 


+ &1 had bat 6 one fear er ſa{picion- concerning Lord Chief Juſtice 
Hale, which ſince, I am aſſured was groundleſs. I was afraid, leſt 
he had been too little. for the practical part of religion, as to the 

Working of the foul towards Gov in prayer, meditation, &c. be- 
cauſe he ſeldom ſpake to me of ſuch ſubjects, nor of practical 
books and ſermons, but was ſtill ſpeaking of Philoſophy and of 

Spirits &c, But at laſt I underſtood, that averſeneſs to hypocriſy 
made him purpoſely conceal moſt ef ſuch his practical thoughts and 
works, Then I ſent him a confeſſion of wy cenſures. of him, and 
my joy to ſee the conviction of my error. 

Baxter 3 Additions: to Burnet's | Lite of Hale, p. 127, Edit, 1774. 
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, Weder, is xreharitableneſs; a want of brotherly love; 
' propenſity to judge raſhly, without reaſon and with- 
' out ground, concerning the character of others. For 
"inſtance, many judge of the character of others, by 
their religions principles and forms of worſhip.. They 
will not allow, that ſach a one feareth Gop; becauſe 
be holds ſach and ſuch tenets, which the cenſurer- 
apprehends to be unſound and erroneous: becauſe 
f he 'worſhips God in a different place, or à different 
- * manner, from himfelf; I preſume Abrahzm might: 
think, that Ab;melech and his people did not fear 
Gop, becauſe they were nat circumciſed; had 
not the. ſeal of Gop's covenant; or did not 
offer ſacrifices, or not ſuch ſacrifices as he did. 
For Abimelech - challengeth him to produce any- 
thing in their general conduct, which wigbt juſtify 
his ſuſpicion of them. Nas /awwer/!- thong that thou 
haſt done this thing ?* (v. 10-) So too many imagine, 
that others do not fear Gop, becauſe they are not 
of their ſentiments, party or perſuaſion. They 
conclude, that there is no fear of Gop among 
Heat liens, Jews, Malometans or Papifts* Nay per- 
haps their ignorance and uncharitableneſs- go fur-- 
ther; and they deny or ſoſpect the virtue of all, 
who are not in their narrow way of khinking, 
about the tenets and forms, which divide the pro- 
teſtaut world. — To this men are ſometimes led by 
- ſuppoſing, that thoſe: who differ from them, act 
upon all! the conſequences which ſeem to follow- 
from their notions; whereas few, very few, do ſo. 
There are multitades, who hold principles, which 
are in themſelves very injurious to real piety and 
goſpel worlkip ; and 104 act directly PO to 
em. 
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tem. Their hearts. are better than tbeit -heads- 
Aud What our Lord foretold of his diſciples in the 
literal ſenſe, is true of theſe in the figurative, if 
they drink any wweadly thing, it ſhall not hurt 
them f.“ Haſty, inconſiderate men, who will not 
read and think, magaify the eireumſtantials of 
religion into the eſſentials; and ſo ſpealt evil of 
all that differ from them in rites and forms, and 
are not of their ſentiments and party. Sometimes 
the circumſtances of family and place dreate a ſuſ- 
picion. * Certainly he cannot fear „ Who de- 
ſcends from ſuch wicked anceſtors.“ Can any good 
| thing come aut of Nazareth't?* was a ſuſpicion en» 
. tertained by honeſt Narhaniel:- and if 'he had not 
had moderation enough to go and ſee, he had miſled 
of Chriſt, and perhaps never had the honour of being 
bis diſciple. Men's prejudices get the better of 
| their reaſon: and they condemn whole bodies of 
men in @ lump for ſome ſuppoſed errors, or the 
real failings and iniquities of a few, But ſach me. 
. thods of judging. are very raſh, and 'ſhow much ig - 
norance and a great want both of good: temper; 
' .Candour and chriſtian love. — Theſe: are the cau-- 
ſes of a ſuſpicious temper: the chief reaſons. why 
men are apt, with Abraham, to think, * Surely. the 
fear of Gop is.not in this place? or among this peo- 
ple. —It ſometimes proceedeth from. the diſorders 
of a man's own body.——:more frequently from ig- 
norance of the nature of. religion — or, not making 
due allowances for: the different natural temper, . 
| education and cuſtoms of mankind — but princi-- 


* pally, 
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pally, from. a raſh, cenſorious, oncharitable ſpirit. 
— let us conſider, | 


2. The bad effects of this temper. Here I would: 
obſerve — that it is diſpleaſing to Gop — it is in- 
 Jurious to the perſons ſuſpected — to the cauſe. of : 
righteouſneſs - _ and to: ourſelves. | 


vt It is difpleofing to G O D.“ He commands us to 
65 honour all men, as his image; to be charitable 
and courteous. And he is diſpleaſed when we act. 
contrary to any. of his commands: efpecially when 
we judge men's. hearts, and cenſure or ſuſpect their 
character without good foundation. This is uſurp- 
ing: his prerogative to Arow and awwergh the ſpirits. 
of men. It is taking the work out of his hand, to 
cenſure. and condemn them. It really ſhows; that 
| we have not the fear of Gop in our own hearts; at. 
leaſt, that our characters are very defective. Ac- 
cordingly Solomon obſerveth, that © he who deſpiſeth ; 
his neighbour, ſinneth. The ſoul of ihe wicked de- 
| fireth evil his neighbour findeth no favour in his- 
eyes . Whereas: he, who- ſhall- dwell with Goo,. 
* taketh not up a reproach againſt his neighbour f.“ 
© He, faith the apoſtle James, that ſpeaketh evil of 
his brother, and judgeth his brother, ſpeaketh evil 
of the,/aw, and judgeth the land.“ He affronteth the 
great law-giver and judge, as if his laws were de- 
fective or his judgment partial. — Further; It is 
injurious to the perſons ſuſpected. The. fear of Goo 
is the greateſt glory of a man. The ſaints are the 
excellent of the earth.“ To charge men with the 
want of _ principle is _ _ greateſt affront: 

PHro dg: e 

+ Prov, xiv, 21. XX, 10, t Pſalm xv, 34 9 James iv. 116. 
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that can be offered. So Abineleeh thought. Ide 
therefore gave Abrabam a ſharp, but very juſt re- 
proof for it. It is very uarighteous in itſelf, if the 
ſuſpicion be not very well founded. It may tend. 
jf the perſons ſuſpected be not eſtabliſned in reli- 


gion, to diſcourage them ; to prevent their progreſs 


in it; yea to prejudice them againſt it. To which 
| would add; that an 'unreaſonable judgment or ſuſ- 
picion of the character of others, may too naturally 
lead us to think, that it is not ſinful to deceive 
and injure them: and at laſt bring us to act upon 
that horrid tenet of the Romiſh' church, that no 
faith is to be kept with heretichs.) — Again, It is 
injurious to the cauſe of virtue and rig.i..coulſneſs, 
The honour and ſupport of religion very much 
depend on the number who adhere to it, and the 
character and eredit which they have in the world, 
And therefore, by open cenfures, to take away one 
of its friends, or to repreſent one, who at. worſt is 
neuter, as an enemy to it, is doing it a great injury. 


The cauſe: of infidelity never triumphed ſo much 


among us, as when ſome bigotted zealots tool it 
into their heads to call Mr. Locke a Deiſt; and Arch- 
biſhop Tithrſen an Atheiſt ; tho? they were two of the 
beſt friends, ableſt advocates and brighteſt orna» 
ments, which chriſtianity ever had. It is a pzculiar 
diſhonour to the religion of Jeſus, which ſo largely 
inculcates love, candor and ſweetneſs of temper, 
when its profeſſors cenſure and deſpiſe others, whoſe 
general converſation is agreeable to its maxims. 


Nor can ſuch cenſurers hope to do any good: upon. 


others, either to conviace, reform or edify them, 
tho? they ſhould attempt it; when they appear to 
entertain 


— — 
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p entertain ſo unfavourable an opinion of them, and 
_ Furniſh them with a very natural prejudice +apainſt 

themſelves. A good judge of human nature uſed to 
obſerve, that The way to: make a man honeſt, is to 
: Juppoſe him ſo, and treat him as ſuch. “ Once 

more, This ſuſpicion is injurious o ourfelves,” as it 
i tends. to four the temper, and deſtroy the benevo- 
lence and peace of our own minds. It is alſo the 
| Parent of many. other crimes. - Abraham's bad: opi- 
nion of the Puiliſtines, led him to deny his wife, to lie 
unto them, and diſhonour his relation to IEHOVA, 
as his prophet. If we ſuſpect others to be bad, we 
+ſhall be ready to deſpiſe them in our heart; to 
With-hold that reſpect and ſervice, which is their 
due; and which might naturally: occaſtian a- mutual 
return. It may prevent ſuch friendſhips and correſ- 
pondence with them, as may unfold their virtues to 
our view; give us much ſatisfaction, in finding. 
them very different perſons, from what we appre- 
hended; and may be the means of improving our own: 
knowledge and piety.——Above all, our own eternal: 


* Intereſt will be injured by this ſuſpicious, unchari- 


table temper. Our Lord inſiſts upon this in ſeveral 
paſſages of his excellent ſermon on the mount. 
Whaſo is angry with his brother without a cauſe, 
| ſhall be in danger of the judgment: and whoſoever 
Mall ſay to him, Rara, that is, impeach his capa- 
city and underſtanding, and call him a foo/, or an 
empty fillow, * ſhall be in danger of the council,” 
that is, a greater puniſhment than the former, But 
if he go ſo far as to- impeach his virtue and revile 
bim as an impious perſon, ſaying T fool, that: 
3s, thou erm, wuicked fellow, as the word "_— 
© he: 
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bas he ſhall be in danger of hell- fire . Again be 
ſaich. Judge not that ye be not judged. For with 
What judgment ye jndge, ye ſhall be judged, and 
with what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured: 
to you again 1. So dangerous is it, to ſuſpect men's 
Characters, which naturally leads to cenſuring and 
_ reviling them. It is diſpleaſing to Gov, the juc ot 
of the whole earth, — it 18 injurious to the ſuſpee | 
bi perſons; — to the . of righteouſneſs and 1 
— and to our own characters and intereſt. 


APPLICATION. 


What remains then, but that I exhort; you to 
. conſider: theſe things? Endeavour to — the 
cauſes of this bad diſpoſition,. that you may guard: 
againſt their influence: and reflect upon the fatal 
effects of it, that you may not cenſure and deſpiſe 
5 hors without cauſe. 


I am far from encouraging an unlimited con- 
0 fidence in .markind, Prudence and caution are 
| neceſſary. in all our tranſaQions with men; to pre- 
vent our truſting too much to them, before they have 
been well. tried. There are many hypocrites in the 
world; and I think there is ;z/ ground to ſuſpect 
thoſe to be ſo, who are moſt ready to pronounce 
others heretical, unſound and wicked. There are 
many, who fear not Gop, tho? they regard men: 
and therefore it is our wiſdom to ceaſe from man.” 
| Nevertheleſs, 1 think it is our duty to believe well 
of every. man, till we ſee good reaſon for the contrary. 
And if we lay this down as a rule to ourſelves, 

as 

+ Matt. v. 22. 1 Matt. v. 2, 2. 
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as we certaioly ought, it will tend to prevent -muck 
flandering, cenſuring and evil-ſpeaking. If any 
thing appears amiſs in the conduct of others, inſtead 
of immediately pronouncing them bad men, we 


ſhould carefully examine, whether it will not bear 


a better conſtruction than we at firſt imagined. +: Or, 
if not, whether they have not ſome, yea many, good 


qualities, which may intitle them to our friendly 


regard. It hath been an old obſervation, that every 
thing hath two handles.“ It is capable of a good: 
or bad interpretation. A man. of wiſdom, candor 
and piety, will take every thing by the fairer han- 


dle. He will not judge of men's characters by a 


ſingle action; much leſs if it relates to himſelf... 


| He will be peculiarly cautious of judging and pros 
nouneing concerning another's cbaracter and flate, 
if he differs in opinion or worſhip from himſelf, 


or doth not come readily into- any of his favourite 
ſchemes. What we cannot but in reaſon ſuppoſe to 
be well intended, ought to be well taken. Let us 
watch againſt what St Paul calls evil /urmiſings t. 
And, as the ſame apoſtle exhorts, not judge our 
brother, or ſet at nought our brother; ſince we mall 


all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt f.' —— 


To conclude. Let us remember, that love is the 


fulfilling of the law.” That without charity, tho” 


we have all knowledge, all faith, all zeal, we are 
nothing. Now of charity, the apoſtle: gives this 


| amiable deſcription, with which. I conclude. © Cha- 


rity ſuffereth long and is kind;. is nct eaſily pro- 


voked; thinketh no evil; that is, puts the belt 
conſtruction upon dubious actions and characters. 


he 
+ »v Tim. vi. 43- 1 Rom, xiv, 10. 
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It *-rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in truth; 
beareth all things, and gelisveth all things :' It is not 
only averſe to blaze the faults of others, but is not 
apt to ſuſpect their veracity and integrity. * And 
it-hopeth all things.” Where it plainly ſeeth that 
things are bad, it is ready to hope they may be 
mended,” and is very unwilling to treat even the 
worſt of mankind as utterly incorrigible h. O lovely 
grace! Divine quality ! May the Spirit of peace 


and -love diffuſe it more and more thro? all our 
fouls ! Amen, 


& 1 Cor. xiil. 4» Ec. : 
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| The Nature and Wickedneſs of Oppreſ- 


ſion. 


EccLts. iv. 1. 


Se I returnea and confidered all the oppreffions. that 
are done under the ſun : and belleld the tears of ſuch 
as were oppreſſed, and they had no comforter ; and 
on the fide of their oppreſſors there was Ee” _ 
they had no comforter. 


HERE is ſcarce any fin, avainit which more 

is ſaid in the word of Gop, or which is 
more rep:oachful to a man and to a chiiſtian, or 
more miſchievous to ſociety, than eppreſſon. Vet 
I fear it is a fin, which more perſons are guilty of, 
and more ſuffer by, than is generally known. I 
eſteem it therefore my duty to warn you againſt 
it. As the love of the world naturally leads to it, 
you will bear with me, while I endeavour to ſhow 
its nature and evil. Solomon, having in the former 


chapter, (v. 16.) ſpoken of pablick oppreſſion from 


corrupt judges and magiſtrates, as an inſtance of the 
vanity of powers and authority, proceeds here to 


"ſpeak of private oppreſſion, as one evidence of the 


vanity 
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vanity of the world. So I returned and conſidered 
all the oppreſſious that are done under the {an ; and 
hehold the tears of fuel at auere oppreſſed, and they 
had no comforter; and on the ſide of their oppteſ- 


ors there aua. power, but they had no comforter.” 
I ſhall, 


I. Conſider what nen is, and mention fome 
inſtances of it. 


II. Show you the great evil and wickedneſs of 
it: — and then conclude with ſome .exhortatians 
grounded upon the ſubje&. 


J. I am to eonſider, what oppreſſion is, and lay 
before you the moſt ſtrlking. inſtances, in which 
8 men are guilty of it. 


Now it is, as the text intimates, king n 
tage of a, man's weakneſs and poverty 40 injure him 
an his \(ubſtance:: as fraud is taking advantage of a. 
man's .jguorance or inattention ; and extortion,” of 
cis neceſſity. to hurt him. But there are many 
caſes in which both fraud and extortion are qp- 
preſſive.— Qppreſſion is dealing unjuſtly or unkind- 
ly by a perſon, over whoſe time, goods, trade, or 
boſineſs, the oppreſſor hath power. It. is principally 
the vice of rich men and ſuperiors, Who have power 
over their work men, ſervants, tenants, and other 
inferiors. But it is not confined to them. The 
poor often meet with very bad, if not the worſt, 
treatment, from thoſe, Who in ſtation and fortune 
ate very little above them. I am not ſufficiently 
acquainted with the depth. of Satan, and the ini- 
Auitous myſleries of ttade, to ſpecify every inſtanee 
„ ; O1 
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of this ſin. But I will mention thoſe which are moſt 
notorious.  - | ; 
It is oppreſſion, when men impoſe what terms 
they pleaſe -upon others in commerce and dealings, 
- witbout regarding what is - juſt and right: when 
they oblige others to ſell their goods under their 
real value, becauſe they are in. neceſlity ; or to give 
more for a commodity than it is worth, becauſe - 
they cannot do without it. — Unjuſt weights and 
meaſures are a fraud; but they are likewiſe an op- 
preſſion: for, in many inſtances, perſons know that 
they are cheated ; they complain of it, and, in the 
language of the text, werb over it; but can have 
no redreſs, becauſe * on the fide af the oppreſſors 
there is power.” If they will not ſubmit to the 
grievance, thoſe unjuſt men will not buy of them 
again; and perhaps there is no other market at 
which theſe ſufferers can diſpoſe of their wares. 
— Selling bad and damaged goods to perſons who 
dare nor refuſe to take them, and yet muſt loſe by 
them, or not ſell them again for a reaſonable profit, 
is another inſtance of this vice. —If a perſon makes 
a relation,. a neighbour, or dependant, pay dearer 
for what he buys, than his other cuſtomers, becauſe 
he is under particular obligations to buy of him, he 
is an oppreflor, — Taking exorbitant intereſt for 
money lenr, or exchange of bills and caſh, on ac- 
count of men's neceſſities, is extortion and oppreſ- 
fon. — Where a perſon, or a combination of. per- 
fons, engroſs the whole of any commodity which is 
to be ſold, in order to make an exceſſive gain of 
it, or to injure other tradeſmen in the ſame way 
of *** 0; is oppreſſion, — When thoſe who 


W 
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enjoy wealth, or have a ſufficiency, intrude” upon 
other perſans' trades, and endeavour to draw every 
thing valuable within their own circle, they are 
oppreſſors. — When they combine to raiſe or ſink. 
the price of any commodity, merely for their own 
profit and to injure others; and eſpecially when 
they wilt ſell without profit to ruin other tradeſ- 
men of ſmall capitals, and engroſs the buſineſs to 
themſelves ; and afterwards will raiſe the price pro- | 
portionably, to make up their own loſs; this is no- 
toriouſly oppreſſive. — Combinations of merchants 
and fadors not to buy goods of thoſe manufactu- 
rers, who purchaſe their raw materials from others, 
who will ſel] them at a more reaſonable price, or by 
a fairer meaſure or weight, are likewiſe oppreſſive.— 
Perſons' are guilty of this fin, when they defer paying 
their workmen and creditors in due time, and put 
the advantage of the delay in their own pockets: 
for the time is part of the contract as well as the 
money; atleaſt is implied in it. Henee they are 
hindered in their own trade, and obliged to borrow | 
money, perhaps of ſome other oppreſſor, to pay their 
debts or ſupport their families. — To make work» 
men” unneceſſarily wait for materials to work upon, 
and thereby loſe their time and gain; to pay them 
in goods and not in caſh; in goods which they do 
not want, or cannot ſell but at loſs, is grievous 
injuſtice, and too common in manufaQuring towns 
and countries, — To pay workmen leſs than the 
wages agreed 'for; leſs than what 1s cuſtomary, 'or 
what, on account of the particular work, they have 
a right to expect: to oblige them to work at ſuch 
rates, as they cannot live 71 z eſpecially in hard 
ſeaſons 
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ſeaſons and dear times, and to take advantage f 
their neceſſities to further ſelf enricbing ſchemes; 
theſe are likewiſe: initances of this vice, — Where 
perſons pay their workmen the uſoal wages: ſor 
their proper work, but yet employ them in os © 
ther labours and ſervices, for which they do not 
pay them at all, or not as they would pay other 
perſons. for the ſame time and labour: when they 
require theſe further ſervices. from them, merely 
becauſe: they have power over them, and theſe! de- 
pend upon their maſters: for a livelihood, this alſo 
is oppreſſion and expreſsly threatened in the wort: - 
of GoDb. Wo unto bim that buildeth: his houſe 
by unrighteouſneſs, and his: chambers by. rf, 
that uſeth his neighbour's ſervice without! avages,: and 
giveth. him not for his work T. — To oblige: ſer» 
vants to work above their. ſtrength, or more than 
is agreeable to contract or cuſtom; to allow. them 
too little time for reſt, and none for religion, eſpe- 
cially on the Lord's day, is oppreſſion and the 
worſt ſort of it. — Again, to be rigorous in exact- 
ing debts or other rights to the very utmoſt farthing; 
where poverty, fickneſs, loſſes, dear ſeaſons, or a 
large family, render men incapable of paying what 
they owe; to allow them no time to ſatisfy their cre- 
ditors; or to ſtrip them of tbeir all; this is vilely © 
and. cruelly: oppreflive. — Obliging perſons, over 
whom men have power, to vote or act againſt: their 
conſciences; perſecuting, reviling; or even ban- 
tering, men for their religious ſentiments aud 
worſhip, is. dreadful oppreſſion, — In the black lift 
of oppreſſors. muſt likewiſe. be ranged; parents, maſs 
1592241 76 | ters 
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ters and miſtreſſes of families and ſchools, who be- 
have cruelly and ſeverely to their children, ſervants 
and: ſcholars; and abuſe the power, which Gop 
bath given them, ſo as to make them ſerve with 
rigour, and make their lives bitter with hard Bon- 
dage 1. — There is likewiſe great oppr- ſniun in an 
havghty,. inſolent, overbearing way of ſpeaking co 
inferjors, which is very grating. and hurtful to any - 
ſenſible mind. Accordingly. we frequently meet with 
this expreſſion in ſcripture, eating oppreſſion - ſa 
that a man may oppreſs another. with his tongue. 

There | may be, and 1 believe are, many other in- 
ſtances of this vice; but as theſe are the moſt 
common, the mention of them may be ſufficient to 
ſhow: the nature of .it, — I go on, 


II. To repreſent to you the great evil and wick 
edneſs of it. | | 


It. is more neceſſary to do hs. becauſe ſome: of 
theſe. inflances of oppreſſion. are cuſtomary-and gain- 
ful; and therefore men are not aware, or not wil- 
ling to believe, that they are finful. Hence the 
prophet ſaith of Ep/raim, Ile is a merchant; the 
balances of deceit are in. his hands; he loveth to 
oppreſs ; yet, ſaith he, | am become rich; I have 
found. me out ſubſtance.; in all my labours, they 
ſhall- fad no #xiguity. in me that were fin te nothing 
by. which I ſhall gain a bad character among my 
neighbours. — The wickedneſs and danger of op- 
preſſion. will appear, if we. conſider, that it pro- 
ceeds from, and ſhows,. a very. bad. difpoſition- of 
W is a died 1agratitude and affront to the 
1 5 righteous 
9 Exod, i ls 14. 1 Hoſ, xii, 7. 
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righteous Gov, — It is deteſtable craelty to the 
oppreſſed, — It is directly contrary to the deſign of 
the goſpel, —and will certainly fink oppreſſors into 
everlaſting ruin. 


I. It proceeds from a very bad diſpoſition of mied. 


If we trace oppreſſion to its ſources, we ſhall 
find, that they are various; and all baſe and erimi- 
nal. The principal ſource of it is covetonſne/s; an 
icordinate love of the 'world. See how theſe are 
Joined by the prophet Jeremiah, * Thine eyes and 
thine heart are not but for thy covetouſneſt, and for 

oppreſſion, and for violence to do it T.“ When men 
will be rich, when their hearts are ſet on getting 
money, and they * mind earthly things,* they wall 
ſeldom ſcruple the means of enriching themſe]ves ; 
but purſue their end by right or wrong. They 
care not what injury they do to others, if they can 
but keep up a tolerable character in the world. 
In ſome perſons the practice of this fin proceeds from 
pride; to ſhow their authority over others, and keep 
them in awe, Hence they treat their ioferiors as 
if they were of a lower ſpecies and not worthy of 
common juſtice, This ſhows a baſe, ignoble mind. 
* Pride compaſſeth them about as a chain: violence 
covereth them as a garment. They are corrupt, 
they wickedly ſpeak oppreſſion; they ſpeak Irftily t .* 
— In ſome, it is owing to luxury and extravagance. 
They are dreſſed with the ſpoils of the poor; and 
their fine houſes, equipages and entertainments, are 
ſupported by the properties and comforts of others. 
— It is ſometimes owing to /lorh ; becauſe, like 

| drones 


+ Jer. xxil. 17. 1 Pſalm lxxili. 6, 8. 
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drones in the bive, they will not work, they prey 
upon the labours of the induflrious. — It is very 
often owing to reſentment, malice and ill. nature. If 


others, over whom. they have power, complain of 


their uojuſt treatment, they will oppreſs them till 
more. * He that maketh haſte to be rich, ſaith So- 
lomox, hath an evil eye, upon the property of others, 
and cares not what miſchief ke doth to them, in 
order to gratify his own ambition or. r Nou 
a pradtice which proceeds from ſuch bad principles 
and diſpoſitions as theſe, muſt be very baſe. and abo- 
minable, and ought to be deteſted by every man. 


2. Oppreflion is a high ingratitade and affront 
to the righteous Gop, | 


It is ingratitude to him, becauſe he giveth men 
all their wealth, and power over others: and he doth 
this, not that they may oppreſs, but protect, re- 
lieve and ſerve others, and be a bleſſing to them. 
It muſt therefore be horrid ingratitude to abuſe and 
pervert theſe favours to heir injury. But what 
renders. it worſe is, that, he hath beſtowed. upon 
men ſpiritual, bleſſings and chriſtian. privileges; and 
therefore to oppreſs and injure. them muſt be pro- 
portionably wicked, — Further, he. hath placed men 
in different. circumſtances in life; made both the 
rich and the poor. He: hath allotted to men ſuch 
conditions here, that they need one another's aſ- 
ſiſtance. The rich want the labour. of the: poor, 
as the poor want the money of the rich: and Gop 
expects that they ſhoald; help one another, and ſo 
contribute to the general happineſs. To opprefs 
the poor then, is defeating the wiſe and kind deſign 

Vol.. 2, - L of 
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of God's providence. Accordingly Solomon obſerves, 
He that oppreſſeth the poor, reproacheth his naler,“ 
who hath made him poor. — Forther, the law of 
Gop, our ſupreme ſovereign, expreſsly forbids every 
kind of oppreſſion, and requires that we follow what 
is altogether juſt, honourable and kind. There are 
many precepts of this ſort: * Oppreſs not the Poor, 
— the ſatherleſs, — the widow, — the ſtranger. In 
buying and ſelling thou ſhalt not oppreis. Thou 
ſhalt not oppreſs an hired ſervant. Ye ſhall not 
oppreſs one another; but thou ſhalt fear thy Gop: 
For I am the Lord your Gop;“ and the like. 
Conſequently Gop mult be highly offended, © when 
he loolethi for juſtice and behold oppreſſion, and for 
righteouſneſs, but behold the cries' of the oppreſ- 


| ſed4$. He declares this fin to be an abomination 


to him, and that he will puniſh it in the greateſt 
men. The Lord will enter into judgment with 
the antients and the princes of his people, becauſe. 


the ſpoil of the poor is in their houſes. What 


mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces and prizd 
the faces of the poor, ſaith the Lord Gap of hoſtst?* 
Alt is likewiſe acting contrary to his pattern: for 
tho' 5 Gop is mighty, yet he deſpiſeth not any. In 
plenty of juſtice he will not afflict 5, or who could 
ſtand before him? Oppreſſors are the very reverſe 
of the holy, juſt and good Gop, and reſemble the 
father of lies and deceit, who was a murderer from' 
the beginning, and an oppreſſor of all, over whom 
he hath power. Goo hath threatened, that, he will 
* /poil rhe ſouls of thoſe that ſpoil the oppreſſed : and 
hy cries of 11 N 85 have been en of 
| their 


4 * Ye 7. t Ila. iii, 24, 5 Job i. 5. ü, 23. 
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their hire, enter into the ears of the Lord of Hoſts,” 
and he will plead their cauſe. | 


3. It is deteſtable oy and cruelty to the 
oppreſſed. | 


„ righteous man, ſaith Sclomon, regardeth the. 
life of his beaſt.” What then muſt we think of 

* thoſe, who are oppreſſive and cruel to their ſellow- 
men, but that they are utterly void of juſlice, good- 
neſs and humanity; that they are monſters and 
not men? Perſons expect at leaſt juſtice one from 
another in all their dealings and connections. It 
is grievous to every honeſt mind to ſee the great 
bonds of ſociety broken, and the foundations of 
commerce ſubverted. It is cruel to oppreſs inferi- 
ours, becauſe they know their oppreſſors have gen- 
er over them; and power, which they ſhould uſe 
with juſtice and moderation. It is diſappointing 
them of that profit of their labours which they ex- 
pected, and the expectation of which carried them 
chearfully chro' their cares and fatigues. To be 
oppreſſed, grieves them; coſts them zears, as the text 
intimates. They Jamenc that their hopes are de - 
feated; that they cannot pay their debts, ſuppatt 
their families and live creditably in the world. 
Hence Gon commands, * Thou ſhalt give the la- 
bourer bis hire in the evening ; for he is poor and 
ſetteth kis heart upon it 1.“ Oppreſſion i is ſo grieve 
ous, that as Solomon obſerves, it ſometimes * maketh 
a wiſe man ad. It is owing to the oppreflion 
and craelty of merchaats and tradeſmen, that men 
groan from out of the city, and the ſoul of the 
Bb - wounded 

+ Deut. xxiv. 15+ 
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wounded- crieth out. —It is cruelty likewiſe 10 op- 
preſs men, becauſe it is tempting them to act on- 
Juſtly, and to defraud others. Vea, it may preju- 
dice them againſt religion. When they ſee thoſe 
who profeſs godlineſs, guilty of this fin, it may 
lead them to think, that all religion is a jeſt, and 
that they are not bound by its laws, when their 
ſuperiours break them. Wo be to the man by whom, 
ſuch an offence. cometh 3? for this 1s ee to a 
fouls of men. 

4. It is directly contrary to the defign of the 
goſpel: 


Which is to promote righteouſneſs, love, peace, 
and happineſs upon earth, as well as to ſecure the 


eternal ſalvation of mankind. Chriſt commands his 


diſciples to * love their neighbours as themſelves :? 
to do to others whatſoever they could reaſonably 
deſire and expect that others ſhould do to them,” 
The grace of Goo that bringeth ſalvation, teacheth 
us to live righteouſly 3 and to provide, things honeſt, 
in the fight of all men.“ With regard to the pri- 
vileges and bleſſings of the goſpel, no difference 
is made between the, rich and the poor. It is de- 
Ggned to open. the heart in kindneſs and love; 
to lead the profeſſors of it to ſeek the good of 
others, and be ready even to lay down their lives 
for them. Theſe great duties our bleſſed Lord 
hath, recommended, and enforced by his own exam- 
ple; fox © he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled. He 
did no fin, neither was guile found in his. hand, 
or in his mouth.“ He went about doing goad,? 
and 
* Jab mir. 23, 


Diſ. 13. of Opprefion. 22 
and employed his power to promote the health, 
comfort, and happineſs of 'mankind. His goſpel is 
a conſtitution of grace and mercy. And if men, 
who know and profefs this excellent religion, can 
allow themſelves to be unjuſt, oppreſſive, or even 
unkind; and, under a cloke of zeal and devotion, 
trample on common 1 they have received the 
grace of 'Gop in vain: they diſhondur the goſpel ; 

will be condemned by their profeſiion '6f it, and of 
all ſinners be moſt tnexcuſable and wiferable : which 


leads me to add, once more, 

5. It will ſink men into everlaſting ruin. 

God is à juft and righteous being; and at the 
jodgment-day, he will render to every one accord- 

Ihg to his works.“ The Lord ſeeth and femember- 
eth all the oppfeſſioh that is done under the ſun, 
and he will at length reckon with thoſe who have 
done it. On their fide there is row power;z? fo 
that the oppreſſed cannot help themfelves. But on 
Gov's fide there is almighty power, to humble and 
puniſh the proudeſt oppreſſor. He putteth all the 
rrars of the oppreſſed into his bottle + : he will be 
their friend and advocate, and execute vengeance on 
thoſe who oppreſs them, Hear what his word ex- 
preſsly declareth on this ſubject: For the oppreſ- 
fion of the poor, and for the fighing of the needy; 
now will 7 arife, faith the Lord f.“ I will come 
near to yoa to judgment, and be a ſwift witneſs 
againſt thoſe that pre the widow, fatherleſs and 
hireling, and turn aſide the ſtranger from his right, 
and fear not me, ſaith the Lord 5.“ Thou haſt 

*. L 3 | - , deals 
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dealt by ofpre//ion with the ſtranger: thou haſt 
greedily gained of thy neighbour by extartion. Be- 
hold, I have ſmitten mine hands at thy diſhoneſ# 
gain,” teſtified my abhorrence of it; and can 
thine heart endure, or thine hands be ſtrong in the 
day that I ſhall a with thee * 2? But obſerve, 
_ theſe are not the declaiations and threatenings of 
the law. of Moſes only. The goſpel of grace and 
mercy... as aw fully threatens all theſe _ Iniquitous 
practices. Accordingly St. Pau! faith, * He that 
doeth wrong ſhall receive for the wrong he hath 
done, for there is no reſpe& of perſons. with Goo +.* 
Let no man go beyond, over-reach, or defraud his 
brother in any matter, becauſe the Lord is the 
. awenger of all ſuch 5. And now 1 may appeal to 
Jou, as the apoſtle doth to the chriſtians at Corinth, 
Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall. not inhe- 
kit the kingdom of Gonj?” Can a chriſtian be T 
, ranger to what is ſo plain? In mort, oppreflion | 
is inconſiſtent with all hopes of obtaining. mercy at 
laſt; and thoſe who practiſe it, will be ; _niſhed 
1 with everlaſting deſtruction. Theſe parti iculars tuf- 
feiently ſhow the great wickedneſs of oppreſii ion. 
1 proceeds from bad diſpoſitions of heart — It is in- 
8 and a high affront to the holy and good 
S809 It is cruelty to the oppreſſed — Contradicts 
. and defeats the deſign cf the goſpel— And expoſes 
thoſe who are guilty of it io everlaſting. ruin, — 
| Now jet me conclude the diſcourſe with ſome ap- 
Beaton, grounded upon what bath been ſaid. 


AP. 
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ALA FOR tm 
. I ſhall addreſs to. oppreſſors. 1135 


To thoſe whoſe eonſciences tell them, as in the 
fight of Gov, that they bave been guilty of this 
fin in the inſtances above mentioned or any other. 
1 exhort you, Sits, to hearken to the voice of con- 
ſcience, as the voice of God; to ſubmit to its re- 
| proofs ; and to be humbled deeply befare Gov for 
your injuſtice and cruelty to men. Whatever you 
may think of yourſelves, you are certainly in a 


| wretched and deplorable ſtate; as Goo hath declared, 


that He ſhall have Judgment without mercy, who 
| hath ſhowed no mercy.” I exhort you immediately 
and heartily to repent of your oppreſſions: to give 
glory to. Gov by a. penitent conſeſſion of them in 
his preſence, and an earneſt application to him for 
pardon, thro* the blood of the great redeemer. 
| You are likewiſe to make reſlitution to thoſe whom 
you have oppreſſed z or to their heirs; or, if you 
can find none, to the poor; for ſo the law of Gop 
required +; and thus do what you can to repair 
the damage you have done. Be aſſured, there can be 
no true repentance, and conſequently no falvation, 
without reſtitution. It is an inſeparable. fruit of true 
repentance; and if you are aſhamed to acknowledge 
your fault and make reſtitution, you are yet under 
the guilt of fin, and will be puniſhed for the wrong 
you have done. Truft not in oppreſſion, become 
not wain in robbery,” tho? you get rich by them: 
= oF | for 

+ Numb, v. 6-8, 1 
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ſor © riches profit not in the day of avrath.“ What 


will ever fo many hundreds and thouſands gained 
by oppreſſion, profit you, when your ſouls are Joſt, 

and you are baniſhed to a place of torment? What 
advantage will unjuſt gein be to your families? 
It will be, in the language of the prophet Hab attul, 

"conſulting ſhame to your own houſe, For the 
ſtone ſhall cry out of the wall, and the beam ont of 
the roof ſhall an/ever it ;” rather than your injuſtice 
ſhall go unexpoſed and unpuniſhed. You may think 
this admonftion doth not belong to you, berauſe 
you are not notorious oppreflors z becauſe you keep 
up a fair character among men, and are reckoned 
honeſt, Perhaps all that this will amount to, is, 


that thoſe whom you oppreſs, dare not complain. 


of it; that you know how to impefe filence wpon 
them; and that none love you ſd well, as to tell 
you the truth of your caſe, and feprove you for 
your injuſtice. Be fit ſufficient, that ydur own con- 
{ſciences and the word of God tell you, you are 
oppreſſors: and let it be your immediate care to 
repent, reftcre and reform, left you fall into the 
hands of the Hving and almighty Gov. | 


2. Let me addreſs to the opprefitd. 


It may perhaps be the caſe of ſome of you, and: 
J wootd endeavour to be your comforter. Acknow- 
ledge the joſtice of the Lord in what you ſuffer 
from the- hand of men. "Tho? they are unrightcous, 
he is righteous, for you have ſinned; and he may 


o 
8 + Hab. ii. TO, 11, 
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to repentance, to exerciſe your virtues, and make 
your hearts better. Let. me exhort you to. guard 
againit a ſpirit of malice and revenge. Remember 
that their opprefling you will be ho excuſe for in- 
juſtice to them. That it is no harm to bite the 
biter, is a very wicked maxim. It is better to ſuffer 
many wrongs, than to do one. Vea it is our duty to 
render good for evil. Never ſo much as wiſh ill to 
thoſe who injuriouſly treat you. « Say not thou, 
I will recompence evil, but wait on the Lord, and 
he ſhall ſave thee ®.” Which leads me to add, — 
Commit your cauſe 10 Gov, and Jo xt him to 
plead it. He hath, in many laces « of ſcripture, pro- 
miſed to execute judgment for 5 em that are oppreſſed. | 
He can make up your loſles, or provide for you: 
ſome other way. If you keep in the path of duty, 
he will be your comforter, tho? you have no other. 
Never ſacrifice a good cohſcience to_ the fear of 
man; but endeavour to be like the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 

of He was oppreſſed and afflicted, yet opened not his 
mouth ; when he ſuffered, he threatened not, but 
committed himſel, if to him that n righteoully 1. d 
— Finally, , 


3. I would addreſs to thoſe, who can appeal to 
an heart- fearcbing Gov, that they are guiltleſs of 
this Sin. 


I would exhort you to guard againſt the love of 
money, . which is the chief root of this evil. Solo- 
mon obſerveth, * He that maketh haſte to be rich, 
mall not be innocent ll. I inſift upon this, becauſe: 

| L 5 men 

Prob. x* 224 # Ila. lin. 7. 1 1 peter B. 23. 

Prev, xxvill, 20. 
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men do not become oppreſſbors at once. The love 
of the world in ſenſibiy ſteab upon their minde, 
roots out every good principle; breaks thro all the- 
rules of juſtice, charity and hamavity ;/ turns a fair- 
Character into à deteſtable one, and a man into a. 
devil. Let it be your care, '* to deſpiſe the gain 
of oppreſſion &“ Envy thou not the oppreſſor; 
and chuſe none of his ways,“ tho? he get rich by: 
them; for be is an abomination te the Lord f.“ 
To prevent your becoming oppreſſors, go not to the 
utmoſt' bounds of things lawful. Keep on the ſafe- 
ſide, Be not only juſt, but honourable, generous; 
and charitable, and * abſlain from the very apprar-- 
ance of evil.'—— Let me exhort you likewiſe, to» 
be comforters of the oppreſſed. Confider, with Solo- 
mon in the text, their oppreſſions. If you fee men 
Cheated and impoſed vpon, inform them of It's: 
if oppreſſed by men of power, do what you cam 
to redreſs them; and fear not the fury: of the op- 
preſſor; ** for x is the vileſt of men, and abhorred: 
both by Gop and man. Be not partakers of other 
men's fins,” by practiſing them or conniving at them. 
If you cannot redrefs the injured,. at leaſt comfort“ 
them, and ſhow charny to them, the more they. 
are cppreſſed, —— To conclude, Let us rejoice ia. 
the view. of: the great day of -account. Solomon ad- 
viſeth, If thou ſeeſt the oppreflion of the poor, 
marvel not at the matter, for he that is higher rhan- 
the hight regardeth, and there be higher - than 
they, that is, than powerful oppre ſſors 5. There 
I a- day coming; which is called: the day of the- 
reve. 
416. xxxili, 15. 4 Prov. iii. 31. & Ecclel, v. 8, 
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revelation of the righteous judgment of God, when 
all the oppreſſions that have been done under the 
ſan, ſhall be publickly expoſed; and Gop ſhall 
render tribulation to them who have troubled and 
injured their brethren, Then, with the righteous 
God will ſhow himſelf righteous; and bleſſed ate 
che merciful, ſor they ſhall obraia mercy,” “. 
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St, Jonx's mo = the Health. of 2 


pious Friend, Gaus. 


3 Ep. Johx 2. 


ZBeloued, I wiſh above all things that thou mayeſt: 
* Proſper and be in health, even as thy ſoul profpereth.. 


Conſiderable part of the comfort and uſeful- 

neſs of our lives ariſeth from epiſtolary cor- 
reſpondence with our relations and friends, who live: 
at a diſtance from us. It deſerves therefore to be- 
acknowledged as an inſtance of the goodneſs of: 
Gop, that we have in the new teſtament ſeveral 
familiar letters, written by the apoſtles to their par- 
ticular friends. For theſe not only contain impor- 
tant ſentiments and advices, which being of univer- 
ſal concern, demand our attention, but they inſtruct 
us how to make our correſpondence uſeful and edi- 
fying. Our text is part of one of theſe letters. It 
was written by an apoſtle, who ſtyles himſelf he 
elder, and who was well known among the chriſtians. 
by that title. This is generally agreed to be St. 
John, He might be ſo called on account of his 
ſacred office in the church, as an apoſtle, as well 
as his advanced years; for he was now it is ſup- 


poſed 


Diſ. 14. 
poſed about ninety. It is directed to his <vell-beloved. 
Gaius. This was probably Gaius the Coriathiam 
whom St. Paul mentions in his epiſtle to the Romans, 
and Calls © is hoſt and that of the twwhole church + 
Thus celebrating his great hoſpitaliyy a virtue for 
which he is here alſo commended. Beloved, thou 
doeſt faithfully, whatſoever thou doeſt to the Srethren 
and to Arangers; which have borne witneſs of thy 
charity before the church.“ (v. 5, 6.) If it was the 
ſame Gaius, he muſt have been an old man, when 
this letter was addreſſed to him. St. 7% had a 
particular eſteem for Gaius, becauſe he was a moſt 
excellent and uſeful perſon, And he ſends him this 
letter to encourage him in that which was good}. 
and prevent a perſon of his character and inffuenee 
from being ſeduced by thoſe artful attempts, which 
many. were making to pervert the goſpel of Chriſt 
He begins his letter with expreſſing his good wiſhes 
and prayers for his friend, that he might proper 
' and be in health, even as his foul pruſpertd. This he 
wiſhed above all things, as our tranſlation renders its 
But one cannot ſuppoſe that St. John would look 
upon health and proſperity as the 7x good: theres 
fore ſome would render it, abowe all perſits; as if 
he had: ſaid, © Than art the perſon, for whoſe wels 
fare I amy moſt particularly concerned,” Perhaps it 
is beſt to read it, as the words will bear, I with 
that ia, or as to, all thengs, that in 6very reſpec; 
thou mighteſt proſper. I wiſts thes every deſirable 
branch of proſperity eſpecially health, 

The following remarks, ariſing from the text, uin 8 
fully inan it, and make way for a practical im · 


proves 


St Joun's: Prayer for, &c. 229: 


* Rom, XVie 23. 


— Se. Jon's Prayer a-. Dil. tg. 


provement.—The proſperity of the ſoul is the chief 
and moſt valuable proſperity — A perſon may have 
a proſperous and healthful ſoul, yet want external: 
proſperity — We may very properly wiſh and pray, 
that our friends may enjoy worldly. proſperity, eſpe- 
cially | health. — And it may be further obſerved; 
that it is happy for our friends, when we can wiſh 
them: to be as „ and 8 as OR ws 
* 


6915: Proſperity of foul is the chief and moſt. yas 
Tvable proſperity. 


This is the greateſt bleſſing, which 2 man can 
enjays St. John. intimates this, when he maketh the 
proſperity of Gaius! ſoul, the ſtandard; by which to 
adjuſt his wiſhes for his welfare in every other reſ- 
pet. This is alſo plainly. expreſſed in the follow- 
ing verſe; where the apoſtle ſaith, * I rejoiced: 
greatly, when the brethren teſtified of the truth that 
is in thee, even as thou awalkeft in the truth.” And 
then he adds, I have no greater joy than: this, to 
hear that my children wall in the truth,” that is;: 
obſerve. the directions and obey: the commands. of 
the. goſpel. I am glad: to hear that they are health; 
ful and proſperous: but I chiefly rejvice that they 
wall ia the truth; becauſe that ſhoweth that their 
ſouls are in a proſperous ſtate; that all is well 
ewithin: and this is my greateſt. joy. — For the 
illuſtration of this, we may obſeroe, that there is ſuck 
a thing as the proſperity of the ſoul; and it: is the 
greateſt bleſſing a. man can enjoy. | 

There is ſuch a:thing as the: proſperity: ks ut: | 
Ry men's apoltacy from God, their ſouls thro! their 

anion: 
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union to theſe vile bodies, are liable to many irre 
gular paſſions and diſpoſitions, They are become 
polluted and enfeebled, and tiere is no health in tem 
It is neceſſary. therefore that they be ſanctiſed by 
divine grace; that the heart be made clean, and a 
right ſpirit: be rexewed within us. Sin is the diſeaſe 
of the ſouls and when the power of it is ſubduedz 
and the principles and habits of holineſs implanted 
and cheriſhed, by the divine and almighty phyſician, 
then the health of the ſoul is reſtored and it. be- 
comes proſperous: It is: in ſome meaſure healthful 
and proſperous, when it is filled with uſeful know- 
ledge; when it is able to diſcern thoſe things that 
differ; and hath a clear underſtanding of the divine 
will, and the various: motives, by which obedience: 
to it is enforced, That the ſoul- be without know-: 
ledge is not good.” Ignorance is its. diſeaſe and its 
ruins But knowledge is only the foundation: of re. 
ligion. Health of ſoul chiefly conſiſts in piety. ands 
righteouſneſs; in an ardent love to Goo, a high 
delight in the exerciſes. of devotion ;. in a ſincere 
fuĩth in Jeſos Chriſt, and a regular and circumſpe&: 
converſation;. founded upon the principles, and oon 
ducted: by the rules, of his goſpel. This St. Joke: 
expreſſeth in. Gaius's caſe, by. walking in the: truth. 
E ſuppoſeth a conſtant defice and care to pleaſe 
Gop; a ſincete reſolution. to adhere to our duty, 
without being diverted: from it, by the cuſtoms of 
the world, the practices of the great, or any. difſi- 
culties which may lie in our way: It includes a 
bebaviour conſiſtent with that goſpel, of which We 
make a: profeſſion;z and alſo à growth and progreſs 
in. . W the fleady, extenſive — 
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of that love, which the word of Gov: ſo frequently 
recommends. 'Thoſe who have healthful ſouls, willy 
like Gains, be eminent for charity and hoſpitality; 
According to their ability, they will afiſt rhe brethret 
and firangers, (wv. 5 ) and eſpecially thoſe, who are 
engaged in preaching the goſpel, Whatever they do 
by acts of kindneſs and liberality, they will, like 
him, do it faithfully, ſincerely, and after a godly ert; 
(. 6.) with a view to pleaſe and glorify Gop. They 
will, by their purſes, their prayers; and their ex- 
hortations to one another, be, as the apoſtle expreſ-. 
ſeth it, /#/low helpers to the truth. (v. 8) The ſouls 
of ſueh perſons profper ; and —— this kind of prof- 
perity is the moſt valuable and deſirable; For as 
an heathen philoſopher well obſerveth; The ſoul 
is the man: that which is ſeen; is not zhe nan. If 
the ſoul be ſick and miferable, the man is ſo. All 
thoſe arguments, which prove the worth of the ſoul, 
and its fuperiority to the body, eſtabliſh this point. 
The ſoul. is a ſpiritual, immortal ſubſtance; formed: 
for Gop and endleſs. happineſs. It is endowed with, 
rational and glorious faculties, capable of everlaſting: 
improvement and felicity. The end of all 'Gop's: 
diſpenſations to mankind, is to promote the welfare 
of their fouls, The Son of Go came from heaven, 
and ſhed his precious blood to redeem them. The 
Spirit of Gop is ſent to enlighten,. ſanctify and. 
comfort them. Coriftian miniſters and ordinances 
are appointed to fave them from ruin; and train 
them up for glory, This ſhows the dignity and: 
wortk of our ſouits, and how much more deſirable 
and excellent hzir proſperity is, than any relating: 
to the outward man, Unleſs theſe proſper, there 
« | | | can 
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can be no ſolid comfort in life; no well- grounded 
peace and hope in death; and no happineſs beyond 
the grave. He that loſeth his ſonal loſeth kimyelf, 
loſeth his Il; and nothing can make vp the loſs, 
This therefore is the principal thing about which 
we are to be concerned, that our foult may prot. 
— Let us obferve, 


Il. A perſon may have a proſperous ſoul, and 9 oft 


want external proſperity. : 


He may have a healthful ſoo}, and yet be in low 
circumftances; or have a weak, ſickly body. This 
was the cafe with Gaius. He ſeems to have been ia 
man of an infirm conſtitution ; but not perhaps in 
low circumſtances, becauſe we read of his generoſity 
and hoſpitality. We cannot indeed infer from thence, 
that he was rich; for, generally ſpeaking, 'the molt 
wealthy are the leaft charitable ia proportion to their 
ſubſtance; and perfons in middliag errcuitſtances, 
and who have families to provide for, are often 
moſt generous. However, St. John might naturally 
wiſh the continuance of his fubſtance, and that God 
would increafe his ability to be ſerviceable to his 
fellow-chriſttans, as he knew his heart was difpoſed = 
to be ſo. The children and favourites of Gob have 
often a {mall ſhare of this world's goods. Religion 
indeed hath a natural tendency to promote proſpefity'; 
as it makes men diligent and prudent, and preſerves 
them from extravagant living and expenſive pleaſutes. 
But Got often orders it otherwiſe, and keeps 
them in low eircumſtances, that he may keep them 
ſenſible of their dependence upon providence z- that 
de may teach them to live by faith and prayer, and 


- 
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may exerciſe and improve their humility ant pati- 
ence, contentment, and compaſſion to their fellow- 
ſufferers. In this inſtance Solomon's obſervation is 
"Verified, that there is one event t6 the righttous 
and to the wicked.” But many who have healthful 
. weak bodies. Their ſouls. are fill lodged; 
and the tabernacles, in which they dwell, do not 
appear to ſuit the dignity and worth of the inhabi- 
tants. This is ſometimes owing to diſorders, con- 
veyed to them from their parents. It is frequently 
owing to the ill judged indulgence of their parents. 
+ Many, (as Mr. Baxter obſerves, who was himſelf 
an inftance of it) firugple all their days with pain 
and ſickneſs, theo? the folly of their mothers; who 
breed them up delicately, and deny them nothing 
which they like and crave, how injurious ſoever to 
their health.“ Sometimes they are made to 27 Th 
the iniquities_ of their youth : particularly impurity, 
intemperance, idleneſs or ungoverned paſſions. The 
conſequences of irregularities, practiſed while Xheir 
'fouls were unrenewed, ſtick by them as long as they 
live; and tho' the ſin be forgiven, the painful ef- 
} fects of it upon the body remain, In many cafes, 
| the immediate hand of Gop. is to be acknowledged 
| | in the weak neſſes and languors of our frame. He 
exerciſeth his ſervants with this painful diſcipline, 
|; to make their hearts better, to quicken their dili- 
gence and excite their ſympathy and concern for 
the good ef others. Timothy, tho” poſſeſſed of un- 
| feigned faith, well acquainted: with the holy ſcrip- 
tures, and eminent fer every chriſtian virtue, had 
a weak flomach and frequent infirmities f. Thus doth 


+=z Tim, v. 23 


and be in health.“ The word rendered praſper ſig- 


have à proſperous journey t. Gaius was ſuch an or- 


: might be continued; and eſpecially that his health 
might be eſtabliſned and his uſeful life prolonged. 

| And ſuch a wiſh and prayer argued a troly wiſe, 
friendly and chriſtian ſpirit in the beloved pole. 
The poet obſerves, that 
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Gop chaſten many whom he loveth; and with this 
view, that they may be partalers of his holineſs, 
and that the health and proſperity of their ſouls 


may be confirmed and increaſed. e us ee 
further; 


HI. We may very RET with oy pay that 
our friends -may enjoy nee nn. elpecratty 
health. a r 


= Beloved,” faith the apoſtle, 2 wiſh,” ar rather 
«[ pray, that in every reſpe& thou mayeſt proſper 


nifies to go on well in ane's way; to have a com- 
fortable journey thro* life. It is uſed by the 
apoſtle Paul. concerning travelling. and rendered to 


Bament and ſupport to the chriſtian intereſt, that 
the apoſtle John wiſhed, that his worldly proſperity 


Reaſon's whole virafors, all is joys. of a 
Lie in three words, health, peace and competences 


True peace can only flow from true religion, and 
be the effect of proſperity of ſoul: for * there is 
no peace, to the wicked,” It is deſirable that the 
ether bleſſings may be added, to compleat the hap- 


ah of a gcod man. Theſe are indeed the lealt 


ls £3. 
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part of the happinefs of a rational being: but, as 
they are highly conducive to ſuch felicity #s earth 
can afford, they may properly be the the object of 
dur wiſhes and prayers for ourſelves and our friends. 
By a competency, a perſon's mind is free froth 
anxiety. and diſtreſs; and he is able to relieve and 
do ;good to others. Much of the comfort of life 
depends upon health, Where that is enjoyed, we 
can diſcharge thoſe active ſervices, which our ſeveral 
relations and 'c6nneQtions demand, and can enjoy * 
bounties of providence with renn and — 

an inſtrathent be out of tune, the moſt (kilful 558 
can produce no harmony, Tf the body be diſorder- 
ed by pain and ſickneſs, the foul cannot act by it 
with eafe, freedom and chearfulneſs. Thofe that 
labour under a broken conſtitution, (as one very em. 
phatically obſerves) feel a Nttle pain at every mo- 
ment: or a certain uneafinefs, Which is ſometimes 
Teſs toferabſe than pain, hangs continbally upon 
them; and they langüiſn in expectation of dying, 
perhaps in ſevere tortures.“ Poverty and ſtcknefs 
are apt to depreſs the fpirit, and to make the tem- 
per impatient and fretſul. Tr needs great ſtrength 
and proſperity of ſoul to behave well, amidſt weari- 
fome days and nights, and months of vanity, There- 
fore it is reaſonable and proper, that we ſhould 
pray to that Gob, who raifed this curious frame, 
and hath all nature under his controul, that we may 
proſper and be in health. And if we hope for his 
interpoſition, it ſhould be our care to avoid every 
thing that would injure the health, and to take proper 
methods to reſtore and confirm it, when it is im- 
paired, This is a duty we owe to ourſelves and fel 


laws 


Dil. he the Health. of Gaius. 237 


lows creatures; and to neglect it is ſinful: it is in 
effect ſelf-murder. — It is alſo our duty to pray for 
the bleſſings of proſperity and health for our friends, 
if Gop, knoweth that theſe will be good for them. 
It is reckoned a piece of common civility to eaquire 
after their health, and to wiſh them well and hap- 
PY- But religion teacheth us to turn theſe wiſhes 
into prayers to the fountain of all good: and there 
is reaſon to hope that ſuch prayers will not be 
vain, If they do not prevail to obtain, the bleſ- 
ſings we ſeek for them, they will at leaſt increaſe 
our own. moſt valuable proſperity ; by cheriſhing in 
our hearts pious and benevolent diſpoſitions, and 
promoting, in our whole behaviour to our friends, 
the genuine effects of unfeigned pity and brotherly 
love, We may further obſerve, 


IV. It is happy for our friends, when we can 
wiſh them to be as * and healthful, 48 
they are goad. 


Gains was very happy in a thriving ſlate of ſoul. 
He was ſo improved and eſtabliſhed: a chriſtian, as 
to juſtify the wiſh in our text. St. 70%, who could 
not but hold flattery in the higheſt deteſtation, 
makes the good ſtate of his ſoul (as I hinted: above) 
a ſtandard, by which to adjuſt the degree in which 
he wiſhed his temporal intereſt. He could defire no 
greater happineſs for him relating to this world, 
than that the, health of his body might be coal 
to that of his ſoul. There are many, for whom 
if ſuch a prayer were offered, it would be a kind 
of curſe. Were you to ſay, © I wiſh you as well in 
all reſpects, as your ſouls are, it would be wiſhing 


them 
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them ill indeed. If men proſpered no otherwiſe 
than as their ſouls proſpered, the world would ſoon 
become a dreadful ſcene of pain, want and miſery, 
And ſome of the richeſt, and moſt healthy and live- 
ly, would ſoon appear the weakeſt, meaneſt and moſt 
wretched of mankind, But we have touched upon 
theſe thoughts under a former particular. The 
text then inſtructs us, that the proſperity of the 
ſoul is the moſt deſirable and valuable proſperity.— 
That a perſon may enjoy this, and yet want exter- 


nal proſperity. —It is very proper and becoming to 


wiſh and pray for the temporal welfare of our friends, 
— And their caſe is truly happy, for whom we can 
properly defire and pray, that they may be as proſ- 

perous and healthful, as they are good and holy. 
— Having thus illuſtrated the words, I proceed 
to the practical improvement. And in order to make 
the diſcourſe of general uſe, I would addreſs myfelf 
to four ſorts of perſons, which will comprehend all 
to whom I am ſpeaking, | 


APPLICATION. 


1. To thoſe, who have no proſperity; neither 
temporal, nor ſpiritual. 


Many ſuch there are in the world, who are poor, 
ſick and weak; and at the ſame time their ſouls 
are ignorant, vicious and unſanctiſed. They have 
no temper to bear their afflictions, and no wiſdom 
to improve tbem. Conſidered as rational, immortal 
beings, they have nothing valuable in hand, and 
notbing in hope. If there be any ſuch among you, 
to whom I am addrefling, you maſt allow me to 


fay, 


: 
ö 
| 
* 
4 
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ſay, that you are of all men moſt miſerable. And 


it is ſtrange and amazing, that your pains and in- 


firmities, your - diſappointments and wants, do not 
lead you to think of your ſouls, and be deeply 
concerned for their proſperity. Gop hath brought 


theſe troubles and burdens upon you, that you may 
confider your ways; that you may torn to him and 
ſeek your happineſs in him. He chaſtens you with 
pain and pining ſickneſs, that he may diſpoſe you 
to receive inſtruction and lead you to repentance, 


And if, like king Ahaz, in the time of your diſhreſs 
you treſpaſs yet more againff the Lord t, your preſent 
miſery will terminate in that which is greater, dread» 
ful and endleſs. If want and pain and ſickneſs, 
and the directions and commands of ſcripture joined, 
do not * open your ears to diſcipline,” and make 
you thoughtful and ſerious, there is very little hope 
of you. But if you will yet return to the Lord, 


he will return to you in mercy ; and if you ſcek 


firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs,” all 
neeeſſaries for this world will be added to you, and 
the want of ſome bodily. comforts will be eaſily and 
chearfully borne; yea amply made up by bleſhogs 
infinitely better. Let me addreſs, 


2. To thoſe, who have temporal, but no wi. 
tual, proſperity. 8 


This is the caſe of multitudes and perhaps Tacks 
of you. You have not only a competency for this 
world, but affluence. You have a flow of health and 
chearfulneſs ; unbroken with pains, uninterrupted by 


forrow : yet you forget Gob, ng negle& your fouls. 


All 
1 = Chron, ane 23. 
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All is well with the outward man and its concerns; 
but the inward man is © wretched and miſerable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked .“ You proſper in 
the world, but you know not God, and, are ſtrau- 
gers to, vital religion. The hurry of your buſineſs, 
or the enjoyment of your pleaſures, . leaves, yau. no 
time and no heart for meditation and ſelf-examina- 
tion; and perbaps none or very little for reading 
the ſcriptures,. and prayer. And it is to be feared 
that What hath the appearance of devotion in you 
is all formal, and the heart is not engaged in it. 
Gon giveth you health, that you may ſerve him, 
and ſtudy, learn, and practiſe his commands; that 
yon may take due care of your ſouls and prepare 
for heaven, But you employ it in © making. pto- 
viſion for the, fleſh.;? gratifying. its appetites, and 


heapipg up money. You, riſe every morning and 


lie dawn. every evening, in health and eaſe; and, 
never or ſeldom» adore. your preſerver ; nor. ſeriouſly. 
think how, much you are indebted; to him, 4. who, 
is the length of your days, and piveth yon all. 


things richly. to enjoy.“ You: attend: not with care 


and ſtedfaſtneſs to the one thing: needful. . Inſtead 
of faithfully aſſiſting and relieving- your: poor. bre- 
thren and ſtrangers, like Gaius, you are ſinfully 
hoarding, or wantonly conſuming, your ſubſtance, 
and living in pleaſure on the earth. You keep your 
accounts regular with your dealers and cuſtomers ; 


but the account ſtanding between Gon and: your: 
ſouls is never examined and ſettled. So that you 
are likely to be bankrupts for ever. And you: will. 
find Solomon s obſervation: true; © The turning away, 


Or 
8 + Rev, iii. 17. 
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or as the margin better renders it, the eg of the 
ſimple, or unwiſe, ſhall flay them, and the proſperity 
of fools ſhall deſtroy them §. If health and plenty 
be all your portion from the Lord, you have a 
wretched portion indeed. And O! think, what 
will be your caſe, when he taketh away your ſouls, 
What will it avail you to ſay, with the rich fool 


in the goſpel, Soul, thou haſt much goods laid 


up for many years; take thine eaſe, eat, drink 
and be merry, when lit night your ſouls may be 
required of you , and you ſink into everlaſting po- 
verty, forrow and deſpair. Think what a painful 
reflection this will be in your dying moments; I 
have enjoyed long and almoſt uninterrupted health 
and vigour ; but all hath been devoted 'to the world 


and the fleſh. I have gotten a fine fortune, laid up 


a great deal of money for my children; but 1 have 
negleted the religious education of them, ſet them 
a bad example, lived without family-prayer, ruined 
my own foul and helped to ruin theirs. Gold 
and filver I have enough; but pardon and peace 
and good hope thro'-grace I am a ſtranger to. Alas, 


Theſe are not mine. O, what a fool and a brute 


have I been! What fruit have I had in the things 
of which I am now aſhamed, and the end of which, 
I fear, will be everlaſting death? O that I had 
been pained and ſickly thro' all my liſe, and never 
had a comfortable day or eaſy night! O chat J 
had been the moſt needy, diſeaſed beggar that ever 
came to my door, rather than to have ftarved and 
murdered my immortal ſpirit!” May fach reflec 
tions row impreſs your hearts, while you have 

Vol, 2. | M | time 
& Prov, is 32. t Latte xii, 19. 
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time and ſpace to correct your errors and to ac like 
men, For what is a man profited,” if his body 
be ever fo healthy, if he ſhould gain the whole 
world ? and enjoy all the pleaſures which bis heart 
could deſire, and yet“ loſe his own ſoul? and what 
ſhall a man give in ers ith for his foul ?? ef 
me addreſs, 


RG To thoſe, whoſe ſouls . but they | 
want temporal proſperity : 


Who, like Garus, have fickly conſtitutions, but 
kealthy ſouls. The inſtance in the text ſhows, how 
unreaſonable it is to conclude, that your ſouls: do 
not proſper, becauſe the outward man doth not. 
"Think not that Gop hath forſaken you, or that 
you do not belong to him, becauſe you are poor or 
fick, or both. This hath been the caſe of many 
good men; and Gop often thus correcteth thoſe of 
his children, in whom he particularly delighceth, 
Remember, and be thankful to divine grace for it, 
that you have the main thing; ſomething that will 
amply make up for the want of earthly comforts. 
If health and plenty be not yours, is this a great 
matter, while Chriſt is yours, and pardon and peace 
are yours, and heaven will at length be yours? God 
hath denied you ſome temporal bleſſings; but he 
pives you what is infinitely better. When Moſes 
earneſtly prayed to go over to Canaan, Gop makes 
him this remarkable anſwer; * Let it ſuffice thee, 
ſpeak no more to me of this matter +." If thou doſt 
not poſſeſs theſe earthly bleſſings, which thou deſireſt, 
1 will beſtow upon thee ſomething better; thou 
8 ſhalt 
+ Deut, iii, 25. 


Dif. 14+ tlie Health GAtus. 243 


malt poſſeſs FRY and let that ſuffice thee, The 
prophet J/aiah, ſpeaking of the reſtoration of Feraſa- 
lem's Proſperity. obſerveth, The inhabitant ſhall not 


ſay I am, fick,* ſhall not complain of this leſſer evil; 


for the people that dwell therein ſhall be forgiven their 
iniquities . » - Conſider further, that the want of 
health and plenty may improve the proſperity of the 
ſoul. AMiRions tend to mend the heart. A fickly 
body often makes a healthy ſoul. A nobleman; of 
high renown as a ſoldier and a ſtateſman, once ob- 
ſerved, * Some of my acquaintance ſay, it is pity I 
am ſo fichly; and | ſay of them, when I fee how 
they act, it is a pity they are ſo avell.” There. is 
therefore good reaſon for the apoſtle's advice, Count 
it all joy when you fall into divers tribulations: and 
let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing .“ By your 
aflictions, Gop is weaning you from the body, and 
making you more willing to die. And coming out 
of tribulation, heaven will be more welcome to you, 


as the ſafe harbour is to the mariner, after he hath 


been long toſſed in a ſtormy ſea. But be careful, 
my afflicted Brethren, that you do not make your 
infirmities an excuſe for ſinful floth. Do the moſt 
you can for Gop and your ſouls. Redeem your 
time, eſpecially in a morning, for the exerciſes of 
devotion, which will tend to the improvement of 
your health, and the proſperity of your fouls too. 
And as you may often be incapable of ſuch reading, 
prayer and ſelf- converſe, as you could wiſh, improve 
Httle intervals of time in devout ejaculations, or ſhort 
addreſſes to Gop by prayer and praiſe. Embrace 
N M 2 | every 
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every, favourable, lively interval for the ſervice of 
Gop and doing good to others; and emulate the 
ſteadineſs and charity of Garas, that your miniflers 
and pious friends may * rejoice greatly to fee that you 
walk-in the truth.” Keep a reſolute guard upon 
your | temper, eſpecially when your afflictions are 
peculiarty heavy. Do not expect too much from 
your phyſicians, friends and aſſiſtauts. Be thankful 
for all the ſervices which they do, or even attempt 
to do, for you; and be very careful that you do not 
make others ſuffer, merely becauſe you ſuffer. Let them 
ſee that your ſouls are in health, while the outward 
man is weakened and periſhing ; that you are pati- 
ent and mild, gentle and thankful, Then their 
attendance upon you will not only be eaſy and. agree- 
able, but profitable, to them. —I cloſe this head 
with thoſe awful, and at the ſame time comfortable, 
words of our Lord, in the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus, which may well oa proſperous 
ſinners and comfort afflicted faints : son, remem- 
ber that thou in thy life-time receivedſt thy goed 
things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil things 4 ; but now 
he is comforted and thou art tormented +, — 
let me addrefs, 


4. To thoſe who have temporal and ſpiritual 


„ perity too. 


This is a fingular inſtance of the divine goodnefs 
to you, and claims your higheſt gratitude. You 
are poſſeſſed of, what a Heathen called the ſupreme 
happineſs of man, a /ound mind in a ſound body.” 
Be thankful, wy Brethren, | * you have thro? di- 

vine 
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vine grace, eſcaped the ſnares of proſperity and 
health; that you have been inclined and enabled 
duly to attend to the care of your ſouls; and that, 
thro' the influences of the holy Spirit, they are in 
a healchful and flouriſhing ſtate, Be careful to em- 
ploy your bodily health and your ſubſtance for Gov, 
and to be lively and reſolute in the diſcharge- of 
your duty. You have bodies that will anſwer the 
demands of the ſoul, and are not tired and pained 
with a little application to reading, prayer and a&- 
tive ſervices You can come conſtantly to the 
houfe of Gop, and have not your minds diſturbed 
with anxious cares and fears about a livelihood 
nor your attention and devotion interrapted by pains 
and ' infirmitiess Glorify Gop in your body and 
ſpirit, which by ſo many claims are his. Labour to 
improve and increaſe your ſpiritual health; to be- 
come athletick, vigorous, and eſtabliſhed chriſtians. 
Honour the Lord with your ſubſtance ; be generous 
and hoſpitable. Pity the fick and afflicted; and 
be careful never to allow yourſelf in any expreſſions 
or conduct to them, which may have the appearance 
of- inſult, unkindneſs or neglect. For (as one beau 
tifully obſerveth) Miſery is a ſacred thing; and 
the infirmities of thoſe, who have ſpent much time 
and ftrength in the work of the Lord, have ſome- 
thing peculiarly venerable in them. Lay yourſelves 
out to promote the health of your ſuffering fellow-- 
chriſtians and the good of their ſouls. And as a 
Publick Infirmary is happily ſubſervient to both theſe 
purpoſes, being, thro* its wiſe regulations, a ſource 
of health to the ſouls, as well as the bodies of men, 
1 cannot but in this connection recommend it to 


M 3 vous 
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your countenance and ſupport. But let me remind 
you, that tho* you have enjoyed long and uninter- 
rupted health, yet it will be folly to think that 
your mountain ſtands ſtrong and cannot be moved, 
Attend to Solomon's exhortation, © If a man live ma- 
vy years and rejoice in them all, yet let him remem- 
ber the Joys of darkneſs, for they ſhall be many f 
| Guard therefore agatnit-ſelf-indulgence and the love 
of the world; live in the expeRation of changes 
end death; have your converſation in heaven, and 
do good to all men as you have opportunity, To 
c'oſe the whole, I intreat you all carefully and con- 
.Bantly to remember and conſider, that the ſoul 3s 
the man; and that it never is, never can be, truly 
well with us, till it is well with our . ö 


1 Eccleſ, xi. 3. 
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7 or ye di fembled in your hearts, when ye ſent me 

unte the Lord your GOD, ſaying, Pray for us unto 
the Lord our GOD, and according unto all that 
| the Lerd our GOD fhall Jay, fo declare unto us, 


and ave will de it. 


6 hath given much concern to many faithful 
miniſters, to obſerve ſome perſons frequently de- 
firing their prayers, and thoſe of their congregati- 
ons, who nevertheleſs appeared, at other times, to 
de ſtrangers to the fear of Gop, very defective in 
the diſcharge of their duty, and very little con- 
cerned about it. There. is too much reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that they place a falſe and dangerous de- 
pendance upon the prayers of others. I have there- 
fore thought it my duty to lay before you fome 
reflections on this head; to introduce which, the 
words of the text are very pertinent. We read, 


in the beginning of this chapter, that the Jesus, 
sho were left in their own land, after the greater 


M4 part 
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part of the nation had been carried captive to Ba- 
Eylon, came to Zeremigh the prophet, and deſired 
that he would pray unto: the Lord for them; and 
particularly intreat, that. Gap would ſhow them 
the way of duty. And they bound themſelves by 
a ſolemn oath, that they would obey. the voice of 
the Lord, whether his commands were agreeable. or 
diſagreeable to them. (v. 5.) Feremiah accordingly 
prayed for them; and Gop gave him directions 
what he ſhould fay to them in his name. But 
| knowing their hypocriſy, and that they were deter- 
mined to go down to Egypt, contrary to his com- 
mands, he informs the prophet of it, who chargeth 
them with it in the text: -* For ye diſſembled in 
your hearts, when ye ſent me unto the Lord your 
God, faying, Pray for us unto. the Lord our Go; 
and according unto all that the Lord our Gop. 
Mall ſay, ſo declare unto us, and we will do it.* 
From whence we may obſerve, — that Thoſe 
may earneſtly defire the prayers of God's miniſters. 
and people, who yet diſſemble in their hearts, and 
will not do the commands of G05.“ — [ ſhall, 


I. Conſider on what principles defiring the pray= 
ers of others is grounded: 


H. When perſons may be ſaid to diſemble in. 
their hearts, in deſiring them; and, 


III. Repreſent to you the hypocriſy and evil of 
this conduct, ——I am 


I. To conſider, on when principles defring the 
prayers of others is grounded. 05 
And 
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And they are theſe; chat it is our duty to pray 
one for another ;— that Gop hath often ſhown''a- 
gracious regard to the intercefflions of his ſervants 
for others ; — and that it is very defirable, eſpeei- 
ally in ſome particular Cafes, to have an intereſt in 
them. — Defiring the prayers of others intimates 
* a perſuaſion, that it is our duty to pray one for 
another.“ This is a diate of reaſoa. It is natural 
for men to aſk the advice and aſſiſtante of their 
friends ig. the common affairs of life; to defire them 
to uſe their intereſt with others" for them, oer join- 
in any: petition or application for their benefit. 
It was common even among the Heathen, to wiſh: 
one another's. welfare in their converſation and let. 
ters; and to pray for their friends when they offered: 
ſacrifice. Several heathen princes ſent ſacrifices to 
be offered at Jeruſalem, that the Jews might pray 
for them and their kingdoms. + To pray one for 
another is a duty expreſsly required in the word: 
of God. Thus he commanded the captive Jews in 
Babylon, to ſeek the peace of that city and pray 
unto the Lord for it .“ I-exhort, ſaith the apoſtle 
Paul, that. ſapplications; prayers, interceſſions and 
giving of thanks be made for all men, for this is 
good and acceptable in the fight of Go.“ So the 
apoſtle James commands, Pray one for another.” 
Yea, it is repreſented as a fin againſt: Gob,; as well! 
as othets, to neglect it: Thus Samuel ſaid; © Gow: 
forbid. I: ſhould / againſt the Lord in ceaſing to» 
pray for you F. Accordingly. it bath been the pious 
_ cuſtom of good men to pray for one another, and: 

to deſire one another's prayers. Adraham- made ins 
1 | M 5: terceſſion 
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terceſſion for the inhabitants of Sdum g and Henekiah: 
ent to {/aiak the prophet, to pray for him and bis 
kingdom, when the rians invaded them. Thus 
Chriſt prayed for his diſciples 2 and St. Paul, in all 
his epittles, earneſtly intercedes for his friends: he 
tells them, it was his conſtant cuſtom ſo to do; and: 
oſten deſires that they would pray for him. The 
particular places I need not cite in ſo; plain a caſe. 
—Deſiring the prayers. of others ſuppoſeth, © That 
.Gop hath often anſwered the prayers of good men 
for others.“ Good men. are dear to God, and he 
loveth them. They have an. intereſt in heaven, and: 
\ Gop hath often granted to others, what they have 
defired for them. It is indeed a part of his wife 
and righteous conſtitution of government, that others 
" ſhould be favoured for. the ſake of. good men, and: 
be benefited. by their piety. and prayers. Thus he 
.commanded Abimelech to reſtore. Abraham his wiſe, 
faying He is a prophet and ſhalb pray. for thee, 
and thou ſhalt live P. So he commanded... Job's 
friends, Go ta my. ſervant Job, and he ſhall pray. 
for you, for him. will 1 accept.“ We have many. 
inſtances in ſcripture of the interceſſions of good 
men for others, and of the efficacy of them. Thus 

when Moyes prayed for Hrael, Analel was-vanquithed ;. 

the fire, which burnt in the can-p, was quenched ;. 
the plague. was ſtayed; and the deſtructive ſerpenis- 
were removed, When he interceded for Mirian, her 
leproſy was healed. When he prayed for Pharaoh, 
the plagues. of Egypt, one after another, were taken 
away. Vea. God was ſo influenced by Moſes! prayers 
: * „ that he ſaith unto him, Let ne alone, 
5 chat 


1 Gen, xx 7. 


Biſ. 15. the. Prayers. of aber. 28317 
that I may conſame them t: as if be could. not do 
it, While Moſes continued praying ſor: them. 80 in 
Hezekial's time, when many of the people did eat 
the paſſover, otherwiſe than it was commanded, 
Hixeliah prayed for them, that the good Lord 
would pardon them. And the Lord hearkened to 
Hexe tial and healed the people 1. This truth is 
likewiſe implied ia a prohibition frequently, laid 
upon the prophet Jeremia, not to pray for the tre- 
bellious /raelites, fince God was determined to de- 
ſtroy them. Pray not thou for this people, neither 
lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make in- 
terceſſion to me; for Iwill net hear thee. The 
Lord ſaid unto me, Pray not for this people for 
their good.“ In like manner he ſaid by the ſame 
prophet, * Tho? Meſes and Samuel, thoſe ſucceſsful 
interceſſors for 1/rael * ſtood before.we; yet my mind 
could not be towards this people l“ We read in 
the new teſtament, that St. Peter was delivered from 
priſon by the prayers of the church: and St. Paul. 
was reſcued from the violent death which he ex- 
pected, the Corinthians helping together by their 
prayers &. It is upon this principle, that the jiater- 
ceſſion of Chriſt is founded. The father loveth him, 
and heareth- him always, and thus he coatinually 
obtaineth favours for his church and people. - Once 
more, it ſuppoſeth, that it is- very. deſirable, eſpe - 
' cially. in ſome particular caſes, to have the prayers: 
of others för us.“ This general fuppaſition is well 
grounded; namely, that we reap advantage by their: 
_ wiſhes. It is very; deſirable to have a ſhare in 
M 6. 3%: Toe? 


AI Exod. xxxii, 10. 1 2 Chron. xxx. 20. Jer. vii, 166. 
Au. II. XV. 1. * 2 Cor. i. 11. 


25 2 Of hypocritically deſiring Dif. 15. 
the prayers of thoſe, who are truly pious,” whom» 
therefore the Lord loveth, and to. whoſe addreſſes. 
his ears are always open. But there are ſome cir- 
eumſtances, when this is peculiarly. defirable; as, 
When thro” great pain or weakneſs of body, we are: 
not able to pray for ourſelves: when thro” perplex - 
Ity or diſtreſs of mind, our thoughts are broken, in- 
terrupted and confuſed; and as Elilu expreſſeth it, 
We cannot order our ſpeech to him by reaſon of 
| darkneſs + ls cafes. of great importance and diffi- 
culty, it is deſirable to have the concurrence of the- 
prayers of others with our own; that, as theſe Jesus 
expreſſed it, the Lord may flow us the way wherein 
we may walk, and the thing that we may do.“ (v. 23.); 
And. I think we may derive fome encouragement to 
Joint-interceflion in very important caſes, from the- 
promiſe of Chriſt to his apoſtles, tho” it may imme 
diately refer. to ſome miraculous confirmation of their- 
decifions 3, If ws of you ſhall agree on earth, as. 
touching any thing they ſhall aft, it ſhall be done 
for them of my. father which is in heaven . — On: 
theſe principles, defiring the prayers- of: others is. 
grounded — that it is our duty to pray one for ano- 
ther'— that Gop hath often anſwered the prayers- 
of good men for others — and it is very deſirable, 
eſpecially in ſome particular caſes, to have an in- 
tereſt in them. I proceed to ſhow 


U. When they, who deſire the prayers of others; 
may be ſaid to diſſemble in their hearts. 


Now they do fo, when they defire them without 
figcerity — when they will not pray for themſelves —- 


1 Job wü. 19. 1 Mat, kü. 19, 
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when, they will not uſe proper means to obtain the 
bleſfings they deſire — and. eſpecially, when they will 
not do what Gop by his word and miniſters requireth. 
They diſſemble in their hearts, who aſk. the prayers: 
of others without fincerity: or without. ſuch 2 
ſerious ſenſe of the knowledge and providence oſ 
 Gop, as becometh thoſe: who deſire his favour. —-: 
Particularly, when they aſk. them thro? rm and 
cuſſom; becauſe they have heard others do ſo; or 
know it to be the uſual practice of their fellows 
chriſtians in like circumſtances; and that in ſome- 
caſes it would. appear wrong, and almoſt profane, 
if they. did not. When it is intended merely as a- 
compliment, or piece of. reſpect, to their miniſters. 
and friends; and only deſigned to expreſs the good 
opinion they have of their piety: and ſuperior intereſt 
in heaven. But men eſpecially. diſſemble in tbeir 
hearts, when this is done under pretence of humi/ity; 
to expreſs the low opinion they entertain of them-- 
ſelves, when they. do not really entertain ſuch an opte 
nion: when: they deſign to lead thoſe,. whoſe prayers 
they. intreat, to think them wiſer: and better, more 
ſenſible of God's univerſal providence, and more 
concerned. about bis favour, than they really. are. 
Perhaps I may range. under this head thoſe, Who 
only. defire their: friends to pray for them, that they 
may be delivered from ſome bodily. affliction, or 
other temporal evil; but defire not their prayers 
for ſpiritual bleſſings; for the improvement of their 
graces, and for thoſe influences from above, which 
may contribute to the ſalvation of their ſouls. In 
this caſe, there may be ſome room to queſtion their 
üncerity; at leaſt whether they have a due appre- 


henſion 
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hetfion ef the nature of religion, and the impora | 
rance of eternal concerns. Otherwiſe inſtead of deſir- 
ing prayer for the removal of affliction only, they 
would addreſs their pious friends in ſome ſuch lan- 
guage as this; I am ſenfible I have a great deal of 
pride, paſſion, or impatience, covetous defires and. 
bad habits; and ſhould be glad of the aſſiſtance of 
your prayers. that.I may ſubdue them; and that my 
afflictions may be the means of alis my heart. 
better.“ Thus Fereboam, king of Iſracl, intreated the 
prophet to. pray for him, that his withered hand: 
might be reſtored ;. but not that his fin in burning; 
incenſe might be e „. So Simon Magas intreated 
Peter to pray for him, that the judgments threateved- 
might not come upon bim; but ſeemed unconcerned. 
about his covetous and kygoceicicnt diſpoſitions + .. 
May I not. here add, that the inftances of thoſe,, 
who deſire to return publick praiſe for mercies vouch- 
ſafed to: them, after having been prayed for by the 
congregation, are ſo very few, except in ſome par- 
ticular. caſes, that there is.juſt reaſon to ſuſpett the 
want of. ſincere devotion and. gratitude in their: 
hearts? Tho? in the time of trouble they are willing 
to vit the Lord, and jour out a prayer, when his 
chaſtening is upon them .; yet they. are. not ſoli- 
citous publickly. to. give glory to Gov. for his de- 
livering and preſerving goodneſs, and to expreſs be- 
fore others their. purpoſe to * render to the Lord 
according. to the benefits done unto them.“ It is 
therefore. to be feared, that their hearts are not 
right with God in deſiring the prayers of the con- 
eee 80 of the ten lepers, who carneftly. prayed, 
4 that: 
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that Chriſt would have mercy. on them and heal chem, 
only one returned to give glory to Goo. for the 
wonderful cure 1. — Again, men diſſemble- in their 
hearts in aſking the prayers. of others, when they 
will not pray for themſelves; when they live i in a. 
general forgetfulneſs of Gop, neglect publick wor- 
ſhip. or ſecret devotion; and perhaps plead their 
bodily infirmities, as an excuſe fon this neglect,. 
when it plainly appears by their conduct, that theſe 
infirmities- do not unfit them for other kinds of buſi- 
neſs, which require equal, or more, ſtrength. They 
perhaps think, that having the prayers of a miniſter 
or of the church, will excuſe their own; and. the ſe 
they deſire, When they will not ſo much as offer up 
a prayer for themſelves; tho“ a ſigh. or groan from 
a devout heart is prayer, and acceptable to Gop, 
when the petitioner hath. ſtrength. for nothing more. 
This is the caſe of thoſe, © who will not uſe .proper 
means to obtain the bleflings they deſire.” For in- 
ſtance, ſame intreat their friends to pray, that Goo: 
would reſtore their health; when they will not uſe 
proper food, phy fick or n but continue to do 
what is injurious to their health. Others deſire 
prayers, that proſperity and comfort may be reſtored 
to them; when they will not be thoughtful, diligent 
and frugal, and guide their affairs with diſcretion, 
They will take no pains with their hearts, to govern 
tht ir paſſions 3. tho', on due ſelf-government and a 
becoming behaviour to all around them, their health, 
their peace, their worldly intereſt, and their . 
ing the bleſling of God, may depend. — Once more, 
this. is eſpecially the caſe of thoſe who will not do 
Va: what 
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what Gop by his word and miniſters requireth.“ This“ 
was the character of the perſons ſpoleen of in the 
text, The Jews defired Feremiah to pray for them, 
and promiſed to obey the voice of Gop; whether: 
it were good or evil,” that is, agreeable or difagree-. 
able to them (v. 5, 6.) : but at the ſame time they 
were reſolutely determined that they would take 
their own Way, and go down to Igypt, contrary to- 
the ng of God. Thus many defire the in- 
terceſſion of: their friends, whoſe good advice they 
will not. follow. They intreat the prayers of miniſ-- 
ters; but will not do what they, in the name and 
by the authority of Gop, require of them. 80 
Pharaoh ſaid to MojJes, © Intreat the Lord to remove the 
plague, and I will let you go: nevertheleſs. he was 
even then determined not to let them go, but: har- 
dened bis heart and faned yet more . Many deſire 
their friends to intercede for them; but will not 
part with thoſe luſts, which they havs indulged, and: 
for which they have been admoniſhed ;. nor practiſe 
thoſe duties, to which they. hare been exhorted. 
Thus ſome have declared, and would perſuade: their 
friends, that they chuſe to travel on the Lord's day, 
merely that they may have the prayers of the church 
for them. Yet they well know that Gon hath ex- 
preſsly forbidden travelling on that day, except in 
caſes of abſolute. neceflity.; and that the church, 
after the miniſter hath read the fourth command - 
ment, prays, that Gop would incline their hearts 
to keep that law. What can this conda@ be called, 
but vile hypocriſy, as well as an inſult. upon the 
underſtandings of their friends ?—T heſe particulars. 
ſhow. 
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ſhow who! may juſtly be ſaid to di/emble id their 
hearts in deſiring; the interceſſions of their friends. 
It is the caſe of thoſe who defire them. without ſin- 
cerity, as a matter, of form — who will not pray 
for themſelves — non uſe proper means to obtain 
the bleſlings they defire — and eſpecially of thoſe, 
who will not act and behave, as Goo by pens 
and miniſters commands, —— I am. now,. 


. ſhow the Kono; oe and evil of this « cone" 
duct. 


And here I would obſerve, that it is an aFront to 
| the all-ſeeing and holy Gop, — It is likewiſe decei- 
ving their friends, — And prayers offered for ſuch 
perſons. are not likely to be of much avail, 


1. It is a high affront to the all· ſeeiug and 
holy Gop. 


He is greatly to be feared, and to be bad in 
reverence of all them that draw nigh to him.“ Every 
tranſaction with the infinite, eternal IS HOVAH, ſhould 

be moſt ſerious and ſolemn. He is ſo holy and 
ſo awful a being, that to trifle and. prevaricate with 
him is the higheſt inſolence and profaneneſs. He 
knows what views and deſigns men have in defiring 
their friends to intercede for them. Now conſider, what. 
is the meaning and intention of prayer? When you. 
deſire the ſupplications of others, is it not your mean» 
ing, that you hope Gop will hear them on account 
of their piety ; and that you deſire his favour, and: 
hope to receive from his hands whatever: may. be for. 
your good, becauſe you are williog and reſolved to 
be obedient. and ſubmiſlive?. Is it. not. affronting 
him, 
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bim to defice prayer and not mean this? To hope 
for. his favour without complying with thoſe terms, 
on which alone you have encouragement to expect 
it? Can the ſearcher of hearts be pleaſed with your 
pretending one thing and meaning another? If k 
regard iniquity. in V heart, ſaith David, the Lord 
will not hear me.“ And if you perſiſt in any thing 
Which you know to be contrary to the will of Gop 
and neglect any branch of duty, you regard iniquity 
in your heart. And if he will not hear your own 
Prayers amidſt ſuch hypocriſy, it is not probable 
that be mould hear thoſe of another for you. This 
conduct is indeed mocking God: and you may ſee 
bow he reſented it, in the caſe of theſe Jews: OI. > 
diſſembled in your hearts,“ ſaith the prophet, in defi- 
ring my prayers; . now therefore, 4now. certainly, 
that ye fhall die by the ſword, by the famine and 
by the peſlilence, in the place whither ye deſire to 
80. (v. 21.) If you are not fully determined to 
dearken to what he requires, and immediately and 
vigorouſly apply yourſelves to do his will, you offer 
an inſult to the omniſeient and holy Gop. He will 
not indeed be avgry at your friends for coming to 
him on your account; but he will be angry at you 
for ſending them, while you thus difſemble, Gop 
e er bypoeriſy above every thing elfe. . 


This conduct is deceiving and grieving their 
at whoſe prayers they deſire. 


It is true indeed, your miniſters and friends cannot 
diſcern your hearts.” They are willing to hope the 
beſt, and cbaritably believe that you deſire their 
interceſſions from good n and with upright. 
T4 inten- 
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intentions. But if they perceive the contrary,” they 
will have no heart to pray for you; at leaſt not in 
the manner you deſire. If they have any reaſon to 
1uſpe& the coatrary, they can do it with very little 
comfort, and hope of ſucceſs. Were yon to employ 
them on a "meſſage to a fellow-creature,: to deſſre u 
favour of him for you, and that defire expreſſed 
or implied a promiſe on your part, which you never 
intended to fulfill, would this be uſing them well? 
Might they not juſtly be diſpleaſed and affronted to 
be ſent on ſach a meſſage? and would you not ha- 
zard the loſs of their friendſhip? 1 fear all faithful 
miniſters fometimes meet with cafes of this kind. 
Some defire their prayers in times of afffiction, who 
paid little regard to their inftru&ions before; and 
even then, manifeſt no repentance, faith or patience; 
nor expreſs any concern to be made better by their 
afflitions. And ſeme, who do expreſs ſuch a con- 
cern, return to their folly and wickedneſs again when 
the affliion'is removed. Thus they ſhow- too plaiu- 
ly, that they 4:/embled in their hearts. Such treat- 
ment might juſtly excite the reſentment of their 
praying friends; it always excites their grief. 


3. Prayers offered for ſach perſons are not ep 
ta be of much avail, 105 


What is rendered in the text, ye diembled in 

7 hearts,” may be tranſlated, (as in the margin) 

* you have uſed deceit againſt your own ſouls.” Your 
expectations will be vain; your guilt aggravated, 

and Gop will be provoked to inflict heavier caſamb- 

| ties. How can you expect that Geo ſhould hear 
8 Kir * to him on — behalf, when you 
F | will 
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will not hearken to what they ſay to you in his 
name; or even to what he himſelf ſays to you in 
his word? I allow indeed, that tho' men diſſem- 
ble in their hearts, the interceflions of their pious 
friends may do them ſome ſervice. They may pre- 
val to obtain the. removal or mitigation of fome 
afflictions which they labour under. Gop may ſpare 
them, and by his holy Spirit ſtrive with them, longer 
than he would otherwiſe have done. He may afford 
them ſome peculiar opportunities and advantages for 


the fake of the interceſſioas of others. But as to 


future and eternal bleſſings, theſe will be of no 
avail. Tho” we have never ſo many prayers put 
up for us, we are not likely to receive any bene- 


fit by them, as to our eternal intereſt and happi- 


nefs, if we will not be perſuaded to do what Gow 


_ commandeth; unleſs we add our own fervent ſup- 
plications and diligent and conſtant endeavours. I 


wich, that ſervants, whom. providence hath kindly 
fixed in praying families, would feriouſly confider 


this; that they may not live without private devout 


prayer. — Many weak perſons think, that, if they 
have but the prayers of the church, or a miniſter to 


Pray with them in their lat moments, all will be 


well, and their eternal ſtate be happy; tho' they 
have caſt off the fear of Gop, reſtrained prayer be- 
fore him, and thro? all their lives © difembled in 
their hearts.” But this is a. fatal deluſion. © Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked; for what a man 
ſoweth, that thall: he alſo reap. Let no man deceive 
you with vain words; he that dueth righteouſneſs is- 


tighteous.“ And as to him that '© turneth away his- 
| ear from hearing the law, his prayer ſhall be an abo- 


mination | 
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_ mination t;' and then it cannot be expected that 
the prayers of others ſhould ſave him. Ind-ed St. 
James ſaith, The effectual, fervent prayer of a 


righteous man availeth much, for thoſe who are 


the ſobjeRs of it: But he ' Ep principally to re- 8 
fer to thoſe prayers, which aroſe from an extraordi - 


vary and miraculous faith in the divine power to 
recover the ſick: for he had juſt before obſeryed, 
that “the prayer of faith ſhall fave the fick, and the 
Lord ſhall raiſe him up.“ But no prayers will avail 
to the final ſalvation of an impenitent ſinner. — Thus 
do they, who deſire the prayers of others without pro- 
per diſpoſitions and reſolutions, affront the great and 
holy Gop ; —deceive and grieve their friends, whoſe 


prayers they afk; —and will oy no great and laſting 
advantage from them. | 


APPLICATION. 


1. We may hence learn, with what diſpoſitions 
of mind we ſhould deſire the prayers of others. 


From what bath been ſaid it appears, that to 


deſire them is very proper and becoming 3 and thay 


they may be very beneficial to us. Gop hath made 


it our duty to pray one for another; which he 
would never have done, unleſs it had been ufeful 


to thoſe por poſes, which ſeem to be moſt directly 
deſigned by it. It cannot be worthily performed 
without ſome efficacy and ſucceſs, Beſides, deſiting 


the prayers of others, puts an honour upon prayer, 


and manifeſts the eſteem we have for our brethren, 
But like many other good things, it is too much 
Seay: 

+ Prov. xxviii. 9. 
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degenerated into a mere form, Whenever we aſk the 
interceſſions of others, let it be in ſincerity z with 
a firm perſuaſion of the power of prayer that it 
1s not in vain to ſeek Gov; and that it is our 
duty to engage the aſliſtance of our friends, by their 
| application to the throne of grace. Be ſolicitous, 
that you concur with them, by praying yourſelves 
without ceaſing, in the beſt manner you are able; 
and with your chief dependance for acceptance, not 
on your own prayers, nor thoſe of your friends ; 
but the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. Aſk the prayers 
of others, under your various difficulties and diſ- 
treſſes, with a ſincere deſire and reſolution to do 
the moſt you can to help yourſelves ; ; to hearken to 
the advice of your friends, and to work out your 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling." If you de- 
fire to reap any advantage by the prayers of your 
miniſters, let it be your reſolution and care to hear- 
ken to their preaching, and to do what Gop by 
them requireth, © whether it be good or evil,“ agree- 
able or diſagreeable. Then you may hope, that 
God, whoſe . title it is, that he is a Gop 
bearing prayer,“ will give you an anſwer of peace +. 
We may learn, 


2. That we ſhould be ready to pray one for 
another, | 


I have before. obſerved, that this is our duty, and 
that it hath been the practice of good men in all 
ages. Jeremi al was pleaſed with this requeſt of 
theſe Jews, that he would pray unto the Lord for 
them ; 3 and readily went to the ttrone of grace on 

their 


P . 
5 i * 


8 1 Pfalm Ixv. 20 
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their account. Let us likewiſe be careful to per- 
form this pious and friendly office; and to do it 


conſcientiouſly toward Gop, and with all charity, ; 


kindneſs and affetion towards one another. It is 
our duty to pray daily for all men; eſpecially. for 
our friends and brethren ; and this, whether they 
deſire dur prayers or not. Whenever we think of 
an abſent relation or friend, or hear of him, or re- 
ceive a letter from him, let us lift up our hearts 
to Gop for him in a ſhort petition, as his circum- 
ances may require. Bot we ſhould be particularly 
mindful of thoſe, who deſire our prayers. We ſhould 


charitably bope that they do not diſſemble in that 


deſire» If we ſhould ſuſpect that they do, ftill let 
us pray for them; intreating Goo to ſearch and 
try them, to ſhow them what is amiſs, and enable 
them to correct it. Let us aſk for them, not only 
thoſe particular favours, which they deſire us to pray 
for, but whatever elſe we think may be needful and 
convenient for them, This is but a proper return 
for the eſteem which they expreſs for us. — Our 
interceſſions may be ſerviceable to them; as I have 
already obſerved. 'They will certainly be of uſe to 
ourſelves; improve our own ſpirits; promote a be- 
nevolent diſpoſition in us, and preſerve us from every 


thing overbearing, unkind and unfriendly. They 


will make us tender of the eaſe, reputation, and 
comfort of others, and excite us to do them all the 
good we can our/elves, while we wiſh them the 


favourable aſſiſtance of providence. Yea, they may 


bring down the favours of heaven upon ourſelyes 
and our families. Thus our prayers will, as David 


ex pr el. | 
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expreſſeth it, return into our own boſom +. We s 
may alſo obtain conſiderable advantage by their pray- ; 
Ers, offered. in return for ours, or for any other 2 
kindneſs we do them. So when Job is deſcribing y 
Fis own liberality to the poor, he ſaith, The ble F 
Jing of him that was ready to periſh came upon t 
mee that is, I reaped ſome advantage by his it 
prayers ; I obtained the bleſſings he ſought for me. tl 
What our Lord ſaith of friendly ſalutations, is juſtly b! 
applicable to prayer. If the houfe we ſalute be 

worthy, our peace ſhall come upon it; but if it be 5 
not worthy, our peace ſhall return to 27 f: that is, 


we ſhall gain ſome benefit by our pious wiſhes for 
them, if they do not. In ſhort, if we deſire to | 
profit our friends by our prayers, let us labour after ar 
univerſal and eminent holineſs. * The prayer of the te 
upright is Gop's delight,” and in proportion to our no 
piety will be our ſucceſs. The many inſtances of an 
efficacious prayers in ſcripture, plainly prove this, up 
and it becomes us ſeriouſly to conſider it. I only ket 


add under this head, that we really di/emble in our hin 
hearts, while praying for our friends, except we be def 
ready to ſupply their wants, and do what we can or 
to direct, help and comfort them, Mr. Pepe indeed the 
hath ſaid, that * perſons ſeldom talk of praying for the 
their friends, when they have done them a ſervice, I bis 
but when they abi! not do it.” But whoever is ac- I You 
quainted with the word of God, and the nature not, 
and efficacy of prayer, will conſider even praying not 
for them, as an important Service. But not to do The 
more, when we have it in our power, is diſſembling I for 
| and 


+ Pſalm xxxv. 13. t Job xxix, 13. 5 Luke x, 5, 6, 4 
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and hypocriſy. So the àpoſtle . ſaith, f. 


brother or ſiſter be naked, and deſtitute of daily food, 
and one of you ſay to them, depart in peace; be 
ye warmed and filled; that is, wiſhes. them well 


and prays for them, but give them not thoſe 


things which are 'needful for the body, what doth 
it profit 4 ?? My little children, ſaith another apoſ- 
tle, let us not love in werd, neither n 
but in deed and in truth f.“ Once more, 


3. It is peculiarly wicked to diſſemble in our 


hearts, when we profeſs dependence on the inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt. 


Some have, with great ignorance or perverſenels 


argued againſt the uſe of prayer, becauſe Chriſt in- 


tercedeth for us. But his interceſſion was deſigned, 
not to ſupercede our prayers, but to encourage them 


and render them acceptable. His incenſe is oftered 


vp with the prayers of all the ſaints $.* He ma- 


keth interceſſion for all * .that come to GOD by 
him ||;* not for thoſe that never come at all. To 
depend on his interceſſion, while you negle& prayer; 
or offer it in a formal, careleſs manner; or live in 
the violation of any of his precepts, is making him 
the miniſter of fin, and is the greateſt indignity to 


his holy character, and to his -effice as mediator, 
Your friends cannot tell whether you diſſemble er 
not, when you aſk their prayers: but Chriſt can- 
not be deceived. * He knoweth what is in man? 

The interceſſion of Chriſt himſelf will not prevail 


for the ſalvation of any wilful impenitent ſinner. 


N Indeed 


| eb. vii, 25 
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Indeed he will. not intercede for ſuch a one. He is 
tod wiſe and holy an advocate to plead in a bad 
cauſe. He himſelf hath expreſsly declared, and 
with his words I conclude,  * Not every one that 
ſaith unto me, Lord! Lord !' that warmly profeſſeth 
relation to me, and dependence upon me, ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of | heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my father which is in heaven 1.“ 


+ Matt, vii. 21. 


RH. 
- 


ca 1 


DISCOURSE vr. 


=. 2 * . 


| Hezaxran' 8 fucceſcfal Prayer for the. 
ISRAELITES, 


mT hey eat the Paſſover, otherwiſe than it was written? 
but Hezehiah prayed for them, ſaying, The good Lord 
pardon every one — that prepareth his heart to ſeek | 
Gop, the Lord God of his fathers, tho' he be not | 
cleanſed according to the purification of the Janctuary. | 
| = And the Lord hearkened to Hezehiahy and healed | 
the peoples | 


| 
2 Cntox. Xxx. 18, 19, 20. | 


F this king Hezekiah we read, that he was 
magnified in the fight of all nations f.“ He 
appeared great and honourable, when he defeated 
the Pfiliſtines; when he fortified the city of Fern- 
alem, and ſupplied it with water; when Goo healed | 
his threatening fickneſs, and deſtroyed the Arian | 
army which beſieged -/Feru/alem ; and when he re- | 
| ceived preſents Om many nations about him. But 
he never red Ao truly and eminently great and 
G hondurab N Jn he light 36 which our text re- 


preſents hit e his L and good prince, 
like the father of Fople ſummoning them to- 


gether to cep hes ILL ap lover, according to 
Mi 12 | the 
Fa o Chron, xxxii. 
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the law of Moſes. We ſee him leading the way in 
religious ſervices, and interceding for ſome of the 
people, who were not ſo exact, as they ſhould have 
been, in the obſervance of ſome appointments of 
the law. The ſtory is very remarkable and inftruc- 
tive. He ſent meſſengers, . not only thro” his own 
kingdom of Judal, but thro' the neighbouring 
kingdom of J/rael, to ſummon the people to Feru- 
alem to celebrate the paſſover, as it had been for 
a long time neglected. Many of the 1/raelites mock- 
ed Hezekiah's meſſengers and laughed them to ſcorn :? 
yet others © humbled themſelves and came to Je- 
ru/alem* (v. 10, 11.). But all Fudeh, thro*. the 
hand of Gop upon them, came ananimouſfly into the 
ptopoſal, * to de the command pf the king and * 
princes by the word of the Lord? (v. 12.) 
cordingly the paſſover was kept the fourteenth — 
of the ſecond month. This was a month later than 
the law required it to be kept: but as the people 
could not be aſſembled ſoon enough to keep it in 
the former month, it was Judged better to keep. it 
in the ſecond, than omit it for that year. They 
thought themſelves vindicated in this, becauſe the 
law itſelf allowed thoſe, who were ns in the 
firſt manth, to eat it in the ſecond +. Another ir- 
regular circumſtance is taken notice of in the text, 
which 1 propoſe more largely to conſider. Many of 
the people, eſpecially from the land of {/-ae/, had 
not cleanſed themſelves ; yet did they eat the paſſover 
otherwiſe than it was written 2 but Hezekiakh prayed 
for them, ſaying, * The good Loid pardon every 
one that prepareth his heart to ſeek Gov, the Lord 
99 of his ſathers, tho' he be not cleanſed accord- 


FI ing 
* Numb, i ix, 10, 11. 
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ing to the putification of the ſanctuary. And the 
Lord hearkened to Hexelial, and healed the people.” 


Here are three particulars which deſerve our at- 
tention. —The itregularity which ſome of the people 
were guilty of, — Hezekiah's prayer for them, — and 
the ſucceſs of that prayer. Let us conſider, _ 


I. The 2 which ſome of the N were 
guilty of. 


A multitude of the people, even many of Berben, 
and Mangſſeh, Muchar and Zebulun, had not cleanſed 
themſelves; yet did they eat the paſſover otherwiſe 
than it was written.“ The law of Maſes required 
divers waſhings and purifications for ceremonial 
uncleanneſs. The Jraelites were obliged to be very 
exact in the obſervance of theſe; eſpecially when 
they. appeared before Gop at their great feaſts. 
Some of the perſons ſpoken of in the text might 
be defiled by the touch of a dead body: ſome, by 
other uncleanneſſes mentioned in the law; under 
which circumſtances they were forbidden to eat the 
paſfover. The people, who came from the kingdom 
of 1/rael, or the ten tribes, knew but little of the 
law, Their wicked princes bad eſtabliſhed idolatry, 
and in a great meaſure deſtroyed. all devout regard 
to JeEHovan, the Gop of [/rae/., The few pious: 
perſons among them that worſhipped Jznovans 
might be unacquainted with the particular laws | 
relating to the paſſover, and: the purification: | 
required of thoſe that were to eat it; that ſolemn- | 
rite having been fo long diſuſed among them. They | 
were not punified according to the ſtrifineſs of the 
lay. There was ſome uncleanneſs in them, that 


N. 3. was 
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was not known, or not ſufficiently attended to, till af- 
terwards, On this account Gop gave a viſible token 
of his diſpleaſure: probably by ſending ſome fickpeſs 
upon them. This was intended to convince them of 
their error; to promote their humiliation ; to make 
them more cautious for the future, and thus recover 
the veneration due to this ordinance, —— Obſerve, 


II. Hexelial's prayer for them. 


He was much concerned that every thieg might 
be done in due order, as far as could be; and grieved 
to obſerve any irregularities. His piety and zeal had 
called the people together. It was a great pleaſure 
to him to fee his own ſubjects unanimouſly obeying 
his fummons; and eſpecially to ſee ſo many good 
wen coming out of the neighbouriag? kingdom on 
this occaſion. As they had humbled themſelvey for 
their paſt neglect, were come to Feru/alem, and ex- 
Preſſed a pious deſire to eat the Lord's paſſover, he was 
willing they thould do it, left they ſhould be diſeou - 
raged: and becauſe this ſervice might be a means of 
confirming them in their allegiance to the. true Gon, 
when fo many of their fellow. ſubjects in Hrael were 
ſunk into ſhameful idolatry, Obſerving neverthe» 
leſs the defect of purification, it pat him upon 
prayer for them; and the particulars of his prayer 
are very obſervable. He humbly intreats God to. 
pardon the errors they were guilty of, — He encou- 
raged his hope by a view of the divine goodneſs, and 
— He pleads the preparation of their hearts, as what: 
was chiefly regarded. —— He humbly intreats G OD 
to pardon their errors; that they were not cleanſed 
mm to the PRI of the fanQuary.' This, 
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was ſomething different from that moral, internal 
purity, which they were acknowledged to have. 
They were under ſome defilements, which rendered 
them improper ſubjects of the ordinance z until they 
| had uſed ſuch means to purify themſelves, as were 
preſcribed to all that came to Gop's holy place. 
Their eating in theſe circumſtances. was contrary 
to the law of Moſes; contrary to the reverence. due 
to Gop's authority and majeſty, and what he might 
juſtly be diſpleaſed with. The pious prince therefore 
earneſtly intreats his forgiveneſs: that be would not 
impute this error to them, but graciouſly accept their 
ſervices notwithſtanding, —— Further, He encourageth 
his hoper by a wiew of the divine goodne/s. * The good 
Lord pardon every one.“ This title of Jznovan 
bath a peculiar beauty and propriety in this connece 
tion, Gon had always been very good to Jae. He 
bad, in the moſt folemn manner, proclaimed his 
name to them by Mees, as The Lord, the Lord 
Goo, merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, abun - 
dant in goodneſs and truth, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 
greſſion and fin,” On this Hezekiah grounded his 
hope of obtaining forgiveneſs for the people; eſpe- 
cially as their fin was a fin of Ignorance z or only 
occaſioned by an eager defire to join with their bre- 
threa in performing a duty, which had been long 
neglected. He hoped, that the good Lord, who had 
fo often ſhown himſelf ready to forgive ſin, would 
forgive this alſo; left their hearts ſhould be caſt down, 
and the reformation which appeared among the pea- 
ple, ſhould in any reſpe& be hindered, —— Once 
more, He pleads the preparation of the heart, as what 
was chiefly regarded. They had pargared their 
N44 hearts 
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hearts to ſeek Gov, the Lord Gon of their fathers,” 
They had ſought-to Jenovan, the living and true 
God, and not to idols. They had ſought Jenovan, 
as the Gop of their fathers; the Gop of Abraham, 
Tjaac and Jacob, whoſe true ſeed they. now ſhowed. 
themſelves to be. They came up to. Feruſalem amidſt: 
the ſcorn, and. contempt. of their brethren; who 
would. laugh. at. them, ' as the. dope: of Hezekiah's. 
policy, or as. righteous oyer-much. He pleads, that 
they. had prepared their hearts; that their views and 
intentions were worthy and good; that they had 
taken pains to humble themſelves. before Gop, and 
to be in. a right frame for religious ſervices. He 
3ntimates in his. plea, that the external rites, tho“ 
fit to be obſerved, were required chiefly for the ſake 
of the heart; to repreſent the neceſſity of inward 
purity and preparation; and to preſerve. upon the 
minds. of, God's people..a due ſenſe of his holineſs, 

| Now as theſe pious perſons had the main qualifica- 
tion for acceptable worſhip, he hoped the good Lord: 
would graciouſly paſs by their errors and accept. 
their-ſervices, — Let us obſerve, | | | 


III. The ſucceſs of this prayer, 


And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah s heaked; 
the people.” He gave them ſome. favourable, viſible 
ſign, that he. accepted; their ſervices.: perhaps by. 
immediately healing their ſickneſſes. Or the expreſ- 
fion may only. ſignify, that he forgave them. The 
| ſcripture uſeth the word A ling for granting pardon; 1 
or freeing men from the guilt of fin, which is the 
diſeaſe and fickneſs of the ſoul. So. we. read of being 
n and Aut. And beſides forgiveneſs, it 

includes 
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includes reſtoring comfort and hope. Thus Gow" 
faith, I have ſeen his Ways, and will heal him, 

and reſtore comfort to him.“ Thus Chriſt, the ſun- 

of righteouſneſs is ſaid to ariſe * with Healing in 

his wings or beams; * that is, bringing ſalvation, - 

health and peace” to the ſoul. God was pleaſed 
with the pidus concern, which Hixetiaß ſhowed for 
his honour and the peoples happineſs. Therefore, he 
accepted his prayer for them, and pitied and for- 
gave their errors. — Theſe are the particulars con- 
tained in the text; — the irregularity which ſeveral 
pious Lfaelites were guilty of, in not complying 
with ſome rites of the 'Taw of ' Moſes — Hexelial's 

prayer, that they might be forgiven by the good” 
Lord, becauſe their hearts were ſincere — and the 
ſacceſs of this prayer; the Lord heard it, and heal- 
ed and accepted the people. I now proceed to poĩnt 
out the enen to be made of theſe particulars. 


APPLICATION. 


1. Let this hiſtory. engage us to ſeek the Gov. of * 
our fathers, by -obſerving all his ordinances, 


As we are the creatures and ſubjects of IR HO VAN. 
the great Gop of heaven and earth, he hath a right 
to our ſervice and homage; and authority to direct 
in what way he will be worſhipped and ſerved. A 
bis children we are to love and honour him; as his 
ſervants, to fear him; and as both, to obey his 
commands, and comply with his inſtitutions. As he 
is the Lord Gop of our fathers, he hath a further 
claim to our homage and obedience; and vie wing 
lim under this character, gives us further excourages 


N 5. muse 
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ment ta ta ſeek him, Our fathers, as far as they were 
pious and good, ſought him ans they found him; 
experienced his goodneſs and enjoyed his favour, 
They alſo ſolemnly devoted us to Go and his ſer- 
vice; taught us his fear and the religion of his ſon- 
Jeſus. They have often aſſured us of his kindneſs 
and grace; and invited us to * taſte and ſee that 
the Lord is good,” and that his ordinances are the 
ſupport, nouriſhment. and delight of the ſoul. Let 
us then pay our duty and ſuBmiſiion- to his will;. 
and labour to be *righteons before Gop, walking: 
in all his ſtatutes and ordinances blameleſs.“ He 
requires us to pray to him and to praiſe him; to- 
aſſemble ourſelves- together for ſocial' worſhip, and 
to keep the ſabbath-day holy to him. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath appainted head and 
king of the church, and to whem he hath given: 
authority to execure judgment, requires us to be- 
once entered among his diſciples and ſubje&ts by. 
baptiſm 3 and frequently to remember our abſent- 
friend and Lord, and commemorate his death, by: 
eating bread and drinking wine in our religious: 
aſſemblies. By complying with theſe inſtitutions we 
are to et GOD. The Lord's Supper may natu- 
rally be called the chriſtian paſſpver. As the jewiſh 
paſſover was a ſerious recollection and commemora- 
tion of Gop's delivering the families of /ae/ from 
deſtruction, by paſing over their houſes, when he 
deſtroyed the firſt-born in every family in Egypt; 
fo the Lord's Supper is a recollection, and: thaukful 
commemoration, of our deliverance from fin and hell 
by the death of Chriſt, The paſchal lamb, of which 
the d/raclites were to eat at that feaſt, was a type of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, Accordingly the apoſtle Paz! Aich, * Chriſt, 
our paſſi wer, is ſacriſiced for us t. As God te; 
quired all the 1/ree/ites to eat the paſſover, ſa. he 
requires all chriſtians to commemorate the death of 
their Lord. While we ſee ſo many of them neg» 
lecting this duty, one would be ready to ſuſpect, 
there was ſamething extremely dark and ohſesre ia 
the command itſelf; and that there was room fur 
much doubt and controverſy about the meaning of 
this inſtitution, Yet certain it is, that there is not 
a more plain and expreſs command in the whole 
ſcripture, than what relates to the Lord's Supper, 
Do this in remembrance of me. Eat bread and 
drink wine, in your religious aſſemblies, in a de- 
vout commemoration of the death of Chriſt.“ Every 
conſiderate perſon would naturally think, that the 
command was expreſſed in ſuch plain language, on 
purpoſe that there might be no room to debate, 
er eren doubt, concerning the meaning of it, 
and that there might be no excuſe for diſobeying 
it. I would therefore, as a meſſenger from the 
great king, addreſs thoſe, who neglect this ordi- 
nance, as Hezekiah's meſſengers did the 1/raclites 
(w. 8.), Be ye not fif=xcched;? ſet not up your 
own. judgment in oppoſition to that of Chriſt; © but 
yield youtſelves unto the Lord: and enter into his 
ſanctuary, which he hath ſanctifled for ever, and 
ſerve: the Lord your Go.“ I have no apprehen- 
ſion, that any of you will neck me and /augh me 
to ſcorn, as ſome of the 1ſrazlites did Hezekiah's' 
meſſengers. (v. 10.); Vet I fear you will not com- 
* with the meſſage, and obey the n of 

„ BL. the 
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the moſt high. Remember therefore, that Gov teſ- 
tified” bis diſpleaſure againſt the Iſraelites for not - 
complying with his law to purify . them/elves, tho“ 
they did eat the paſſover. Had they entirely neg- 
lecke the paſſover, his diſpleaſure would have been 
greater. O that * the land of 6 OD may be upon 
you,“ as..it was upon Fudah (v. 12.) , to give you; 
one heart to do this and every other command 
ment, * according to the word of the Lord.“ 


2. Let this ſubject make us. ſoſicitous to prepare, 
eur hearts for every religious ſolemnity. 


© Gop is a ſpirit, and they- that worſhip him 
muſt * worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth.“ In all“ 
our approaches to Gop; the intentions and diſpoſi- 
tions of the heart are to be regarded in the firſt- 
place. It. is neceſſary that we be ſincere and up- 
right in evely act of religion. For theſe are the: 
declarations of his word; the facrifice of the wicked: 
is an abomination to the Lord. If we regard ini- 
guily in our heart, he will not hear our - prayers. 
Whoever is a worſhipper of Gop and -doeth his will,: 
him he heareth. * | Beſides the general- good diſpoſi- 
tion of. the heart, ſome particular preparation of it. 
may be proper, where perſons” - circumſtances will“ 
admit of it; in order to make their worſhip peculi · 
arly ſpiritual, lively and advantageous. The human 
heart, in the preſent ſtate of our nature and of the 
world in which we live, is not di/poſed + to ſeek” 
God: it is rather alienated from his fear and love 
and ſervice, Therefore it is deſirable, that ſome- 


pains ſhould be taken with it, to bring it, into a- 


good frame for religious ſervices: particularly, by. 
„ | | endea-, 
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endeavouring to remove, as far as poſſible, all an 
xiety and cares about this wor d; by ſeriouſly eon- 
ſidering the nature of that being, whom we ate 


going to ſeek; the errand on which we approach 


him, and the deſign of thoſe ordinances on which 


we are to attend. For * Gop is greatly to be r: 


and to be had in reverence in the aſſembly of- his 
ſaints; and he will- be /an&ifed, by all that come 
near to him.“ The only zecz/ary qualifications for- 


partaking of the chriſtian paſſover, the Lord's Sup- 


per, are a knowledge: of its nature and deſign, and: 
a fincere dere and ręſolution to comply with its 
deſign, and to behave becoming the goſpel. Ac- 
cordingly the apoſtle having obſerved, that * Chriſt: 
our paſſover is ſacrificed for us,“ adds, therefore 
let us keep the feaſt, not with the leaven of malice 


and wickedneſs, but with the unleavened bread of 


fmeerity and truth +. It will promote our edifica- 
tion by this ordinance, to read the hiſtory of -Chrift's- 

ſafferings contained in the evangeliſts ; and that 
view of the deſign of them, which is given us in 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews; eſpecially the ninth and 


tent chapters, and to meditate upon this moſt inter- 


eſting ſubject. It will conduce to our acceptable 
worſhip, and our profiting by every religious ſer- 
vice, previouſly to offer: up our earneſt prayers to- 


God, that he would prepare our hearts; that he. 


would fix our thoughts, exeite and maintain devout 
affections in us, and enable us to live ſuitably tou 


Gur- prayers and our engagements ; remembering- _ 
what . n that The preparation f. 


: | te- 
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the heart in man, and the anſwer of the tongue, 
is from the Lord 1. 


3, Let this ſubject encourage thoſe, whoſe W 


are prepared to ſeek Goo; 


That is, who are habitually diſpoſed and PR 
to join in religious ſervices, tho” they may not have 
ſuch ability or ſuch leifure, for particular preparation, 
as they could wiſh, A ſincese and pious: heart is: 
the great thing to be deſired ; the true purification of 
the ſanduary. Indeed it is the only thing z«ce/ary; 
to make our religious ſervices acceptable and uſe- 
ful. Under the law, particular cleanneſs and forms 
of purification. were required ;. and. it was criminal: 
to neglect them. But the goſpel is free from all theſe: 
ceremonial rites. It requires, inward, moral purity; 
and indeed on z/zs the great ſtreſs was laid even under 
the law +. If the heart be right with Gon, and the 
converſation becoming the goſpel; a chriftian is -a/+ 
epays qualified to join in divine worſhip and ſacred 
inſtitutions. It is left to every. man's di/cretion,. to 
devote more or leſs time to previous meditation and 
devotional. exerciſes. In this caſe every. ove muſt 
| Judge what his own abilities and circumſfances will 
admit. But it can be no. ſubſtantial reaſon for neg- 
lecting ſacred ſervices, eſpecially. the Lord's Supper, 
that there was not ſufficient time or ability for a par- 


_ ticular preparation, becauſe in fact that is not re- 


quired. We are commanded to do this in remem- 
brance of Chriſt ;* to do it den; as often as that 
chriſtian church with which we join in communion, 
doth it. Bot there is no command about any previ- 
5 c ous 

t Prov, avi. 1. + lia. i, 16, Kc. 


1 _— a. 8 


Dif. 16, Fer the IoBanLITES. 279 


ous religious exerciſes ſuited to that ſervice. Indeed 
St. Paul exhorts the Corinthians to examine themſel vet, 
and ſo, that is, as the word ſignifies, according to our 
Lord's Inftitution, to eat of that bread and. drink 
of that cup.“ But in this advice he evidently refers. 
to a groſs perverſion of the Lord's Supper amang 
them. They mixed this ſapper with their -owo,, as 
if it was a common meal, merely to ſatisfy their huge 
ger and thirſt ; not attending to the religious purpo- 
ſes for which it was inſtituted. He therefore exhorts- 
them to conſider the nature and deſign of this ordi- 
vance,. and what they were going to perform; that 


they might do it with due ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, 


As we are 1a no danger of ſuch a profanation of 
the ordinance, all: that is neceflary for us is, to en- 
deavour to underſtand: the nature of the ſervice; and 


to ſee that: the heart be right, the intention hanek, 


and that the feaſt be kept in figcerity and truth. 
There may. be, there will be, defects and: infirmities 
in the beſt chriſtians; even after the moſt ſerious 
and diligent preparation. 'The cares of the world will 
intrude. Afflictions and ſorrows: will often depreſs the 


| ſpirits ;, and the heart will nat be in fo good a frame, 


as could be deſired. Yet he, who is truly and habi- 
tually concerned to obey. and. pleaſe the great Gon; 
to da honour to Chriſt as his ſaviour and Lord, and 
with purpoſe of heart to cleave to him, is always pre- 
fared for this ſervice and always welcome to it, He 


is truly cleanſed according to the purification of the. 
Goſpel- San&uary, or the chriſtian church; and he 


will eat the Goſpel-Paſſover, as it is aurittes 3 as 


Chriſt bath directed. His daily devotions, if fin» 


ccre 
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cere; prepare him for any publick religious exercis 
ſes.” To negle2 the Lord's Sapper, contrary to the 
command of Chriſt, at any of the ſtated ſeaſons of 
celebratiog it, is certainly more criminal, than to- 
attend it without ſuch previous preparation, as even 
ſome *g02d; men may judge expedient and deſirable. 
In this view, 1 cannot but look upon many treatiſes 
on "this ſabject, eſpecially thoſe called Week's Prepa- 
rations, as very miſchievous books; tho' they might 
de written with a good intention. For they natural- 
ly lead perſons to conclude, that juſt ſo much reading 
and devotion are abſolutely necgſſary; and that none 
ean be acceptable worſhippers and devout receivers 
without it ; for which concluſion there is not the 
leaſt foundation in the: new teſtament. Therefore 
mavy neglect the ordinance, when they have not abi- 

lity or leiſure for ſuch exercifes. It may alſo be 
juſtly-queſtioned, whether the cuſtom of many chriſ- 
tian churches to obſerve days of faſting and prepara- 
tion, and to attend ſermons and prayers, previous 
to receiving the Lord 's-Supper and with a particular 
view to that ſervice, be not ſuperſtitious, and the 
remainder of popith error and corruption. For it is 
very. probable that this modern cuſtom had never been 
introduced into the churches, had it not been for 
the abſurd doarine of Tranſubſtantiation; or that the 
bread and wine, upon being conſecrated by the prieſt, 

are changed into the true and real body and blood 
of Chriſt. Thus this ſacrament became truly formi- 
dable. There is good reaſon to ſuſpect, that this 
cuſtom, and that unſcriptural and unjuitifable one of 
migifers ; Examining. men's principles and hearts before 
Rk. they 
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they are admitted to the Lord's Supper, have done 
much harm te young perſons, and ſerious, timorous 
ſpirits; by giving them terrifying ideas of this ſer- 
vice; diſcouraging them from joining in it; or 
leading them to do it with ſo much doubt and fean, 
as hath made it both uncomfortable and unprofitable. 
There ſeems no ground for ſuch publick Preparatory.” 
exerciſes either in the nature of the thing, or the gol 
pel of Chriſt, It is evident, that no ſuch cuſtom was 
ever found in the primitive churches: nor could 
there. be; as they, communicated every Lord's day. 
Let thoſe who chaſe to obſerve ſuch feaſpns, lay, nd? 
more ſtreſs on them than in reaſon they ought; and 

never cenſure others for the non · obſervance of them. 

It ſeems very ſarpriſing that thoſe, who contend” for 
the neceflity, or great importance, of pecaliar religi · 
ous- exerciſes, preparatory to the Lord's Supper, do 
not practiſe theſe, or think- them neceſſary, when 
they bring their children to be baptized. Now this 
ſeems a ſtrange inconſiſtency; and is making a dif- 
ference between the two ſacraments, which neither 
their nature, nor the-authority-of Chriſt, makes: Tho? 
| I have known a few pious parents, who have herein 
ated at: leaſt conſiſtently, It is very deſirable, that 
chriſtians. ſhould be taught, and often. remindedz 
not to be zealous for thoſe exerciſes and obſervances 
which our great maſter and-Jawgiver hath not expreſoly 
required. This is being wiſe above what is writs 
ten;“ and, in eſſect, reflecting upon his wiſdom and 
care of his church. It hath alſo a tendency to 
lead them, and actually leads many, to cenſure or: 
en their. a gi who are of a different 


Jodgment. 
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Judgment in this matter: and when they do ſo, they 
certainly want the purification of the goſpel- ſanctuary. 
They cannot be acceptable worſhippers and commy- 
nicants with ſuch uncharitable hearts. Let us, in 
this and every other ordinance, as the apoſilo exhorts, 
come boldly to the throne of grace ;' ſenſible. that 
the good. Lord knoweth our frame and remembereth 
that we are guſt ;* and if there be a fincere and wil- 
ling mind, he will accept our ſervices and forgive 
our — infirmities. | 


4. Let this ſubjeẽt excite thoſe, who have the 


care of others, to watch over them and pray for 
them. : 


Honebink aQed like the faithfyl "TOP" and. tender 
father of his ſubjeAs, by the concern he ſhowed for 
their obedience to the divine law, and for the par» 


don of their errors, He ſetteth a good example before 


chriſtian mjnifers; and. inſtrocts them to endea- 
voar, that their hearers may be exact and eireumſpect 
io obſerviog all religious inſtitutions ; that they keep 
the middle way between ſuperſtition, on one fide, 
that is, placing religion in things ia which it doth 
not conſiſt; and careleſsneſs and irreverence on the 
other. Miniſters ſhould guard, on the one hand, 
againſt diicouraginz well-diſpoſed youth, and any 
honeſt, timorous minds; and on the other, encoura- 
ging the canceited, the cenſorious and the vicious. 
They are alſo to be interceſors with Gop for their 
flocks; that he would pardon their ipfirmities and 
accept their ſervices. — Hegetial fetteth a good ex- 


ample before parents allo; to teach their children to 


c ſeek 
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ſeek the Lord Gop of their fathers* betimes; and 
to encourage them to know him and ſerve him with 
upright hearts and willing minds. They are like- 
wiſe to be interceſſors with Gop for them; that he 
would accept their feeble attempts of prayer and 
praiſe, and forgive their childiſh follies. And be 
very careful, chriſtian parents, while you recommend 
your children to the compaſſion of the gead Lord, that 
you imitate it yourſelves; that you be good, kind 
and tender hearted to your children, and not pro- 
yoke them to anger by ſeverity, leſt they be diſ- 
covraged,” Finally, chriſtian friends, eſpecially 
thoſe who are members of the ſame church, ſhould, 
like Hezekiah, quicken one another to the Lord's 
work, and encourage and animate all who appear 
ſerious and well-diſpoſed, tho' they have ſome infir- 
mities; eſpecially the young, If they ſee their 
friends deficient in the diſcharge of their duty; neg- 
letting ordinances, or coming without due ſeriouſ- 
neſs and reverence, they ought to admoniſh them 
and pray for them. To excite you to this, obſerve 
What the ſtory we have been conſidering, plainly 
ſuggeſts; that Gop hath a great regard to the inter- 
ceſſion of his faithful ſervants. It was Hezekiah's 
piety and zeal, not his rank and grandeur, that 
made his prayer ſo ſucceſsful. The prayers of a 
beggar are as acceptable to Gop as the prayers of a 
prince, if they are offered up with equal ſincerity: 
and fervour, We are commanded to pray one for 
another.“ Interceſſion for others is a. proper acknow- 
ledgment of Gop's providence ard grace; and a 


becoming expreſſion of our benevolence to our fellow- 
chriſtians. 
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chriſtians. It will enlarge our contracted hearts, and 
increaſe our kind affections towards them. It will 
alſo make us more cautious in our conduct to them, 
as well as more watchful of our whole converſation ; 
that there may be a conſiſtency between our prayers. 
and all our behaviour: both towards Gop. and man. 
——— [conclude the diſcourſe with thoſe encouraging 
words of the Pſalmiſt; Lord, thou haſt heard the 
deſire of the humble ; thou wilt prepare their heart ;. 
thou wilt cauſe thine ear to hear +.” 


| t Pſalm x. 17. 
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But 4 profane and vain babblings fer they will 


increaſe unto more ungodlineſs. 


HEN any infectious, fatal diſtemper becomes 
epidemical, it is the part of humanity to 
offer a ſure preventive. When iniquity abounds, 
and there is imminent danger of being infected with 
its deadly contagion, eſpecially when it is conveyed 
in the vehicle of diverſion, it is the duty of a faith» 
ful friend, to warn all to whom he hath acceſs, eſ- 
pecially the young and unſflable, againſt the ſpecious 
deluſion. I bope therefore, my Friends, that you 
will not only bear with me, but do me the juſtice 
to believe, that I am acting a friendly part and con- 
ſulting your beſt intereſt, while I devote one diſcourſe 
to warn you all, and eſpecially the young, againſt 
the fatal influence of the. play-houſe, and endeavour 
to difſuade you from a place, ſo dangerous to virtue 
and religion. Whatever the exhortation in the 
text particularly refers to, I think it is fairly àp- 


plicable 
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plicable to the diverſion, which J would preſerve 
you from. For almcit all our plays are profane and 
wain babblings, and they increaſe unto more ungodline); ; 
that is, tho' they may appear rather trifling than 
miſchievous, they will be in the iſſue greatly 
miſchievous. They will, as the apoſtle adds, ſpread 
like a ganprene; Corrupt thoſe who hear them, lead 
them to corrupt others, and ſo the miſchief wall 
become dreadfully extenſive. Therefore they are to 
be /aunned. Such babblings ſhould not be uttered ; 
they ſhould not be heard; and no countenance is 
to be given to thoſe who utter them. My deſign is 
to ſhow, by ſeveral weighty arguments, the bad ef- 
fect of attending the play-houſe. Theſe I hope will, 


by the divine bleſſing, have ſome influence upon 


your hearts; and lead every one to ſhun it, who 
hath a tender conſcience and a reverence for the 
authority and judgment of the great Gop. Let it 
then be conſidered that attending the play-houſe — 
hath. a tendency to corrupt the morals, — to give 


the mind a light and vain turn, and unfit it for 


rational and pious exerciſes, — that it is a ſinful 
waſte both of time and money, — that they who fre- 
quent it, do miſchief to others by their countenance 
and example, and — a& contrary to the judgment 
and advice of the moſt wiſe and pious men in all 
ages. And let me obſerve, before I proceed, that 


ſeveral of theſe arguments are equally applicable to 


ſome other faſhionable diverſions, — Confider, 


x. The play-houſe tends to corrupt the morals of 
thoſe who attend it. 


Moſt of the ſentiments, which are FI EPR" there, 


have this tendency, Vice is ſet off with every charm, 
| by 
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by which it can be adorned; and virtue, at leaft. 
piety, often repreſented in a ridiculous light fo as 
to prejudice young minds againſt it. It is well 
known, that pride and revenge, unchriſtian reſent- 
ment and falſe honour; that duels and ſelf-murder, . 
make a confiderable part of moſt of our plays, and- 
are the condut and paſſions often recommended in 
them. Love between the ſexes, the ſtrongeſt and 
| moſt dangerous paſſion in the human frame, attend. 
ed with intrigue, combating with parental authority, 
jealouſy, rivals, and other oppoſition, make a part 
of almoſt every play; and it is © deſcribed by play. . 
writers, as if their aim was to raiſe a whirlwind,. 
which was to ſweep down reaſon, religion, decency 
and to carry away before it every duty f. Charac- 
ters are often drawn, which are no where to be 
ſound: perſons and things repreſented in an extra- 
vagant, falſe light: ſo that the mind contracts a 
romantick turn; the judgment is corrupted and the 
conduct injured. When real characters are repre. 
ſented, they are often bad characters; yet ſome- 
times painted in an amiable light, and diveſted of 
what is ſhocking. The rake and debauchee is the 
favourite character, and often rewarded at the end 
of the play; while the man of ſtrict virtue and 
gravity is deſcribed as an hyporrite, or made an 


object of ridicule. In ſome of theſe compoſitions © 


adultery and fornication are made light of, while 
marriage, God's holy ordinance, is ridiculed; fo. 
briety put out of countenance, and modeſty Wande 
at. — The language of moſt Plays is as bad as 
their ſentiments, They aboand i in profaneneſs, oaths, 
curſes, 

+ Richoxdfon's Pamela, 
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curſes, taking the name of Gov in vain, and mak- 


ing a jeſt of ſerious things. Many of the plays 


moſt commonly acted, are full of indecent lan- 


goage, or of words and phraſes of double meaning: 
and things are often uttered ia the theatre, which 
no modeſt perſons would utter in company, or hear 
uttered by others, without reckoning. themſelves 
affronted. It abounds with * Filthing/s, fodliſh talt- 


| ing and jefling,” which St. Paul ſaith, * are not 


once to be named among ſaints + ;* where many 


criticks ſuppoſe: he particularly refers to the ſtage, 


— Now when this is the caſe, I think nothing can 


be plainer, than that it is a. very dangerous place 


to the ſouls of men. Plays exeite and ſtrengthen 


thoſe paſſions, which it is the bufineſs of chriſti- 


ans to prevent and reſtrainz they put theit virtue 


to an unneceſſary trial; expoſe them to temptations 


to lewdneſs, pride, revenge, profane and filthy lan- 


guage, and every indecency. — All theſe ſentiments 


are enforced, and theſe paſſions heightened, by the 
action, ſcenery, ,muſick and company. And the 
ſenſes and the ſoul being thus aſſaulted at once, 
it is no wonder that ſuch evil communications 
corrupt good manners.“ — The truth of theſe re- 
marks will further appear, if you conſider, that the 
writers and actors of plays have been, in general, 
the vileſt of men. If plays were a wirtuous, uſeful 
entertainment, as ſome pretend, the actors of them 
who enter more into the parts than ſpectators, would 


undoubtedly be perſons of ſobriety, purity, œcono- 


my and a regular converſation, and would at læaſt 
have ſome appearance of religion, But the contrary 
1 Erh. v. 3, 44 | 
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is notorious 3 and appears eſpecially from the lives of 
ſome authors and many actors of plays, which have 
been written, even by their friends. And doth not this 
confirm the truth and juſtice of my argument; at 
leaſt give ſufficient cauſe of ſuſpicion, that the play- 
houſe is a great corropter of the morals of men? 
—— But, if it doth not make men openly Leides, 
yet, 


*. © gives the mind a | Wight and vain. tara, and 
unfits it for rational, pious exerciſes, 


io 


And thus theſe profane and vain babblings increaſe 
unto more ungodlineſt. A round of diverſions of any 
kind, eſpecially this, as certainly takes off all reli- 
gious impreſſions, as ſenſuality itſelf, And indeed 
it is but a more refined ſenſuality, and makes men 
lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God.” Every 

thing that leſſens a deep and ſerious ſenſe of rd 
gion, is exceedingly dangerous. The theatre gives 
young minds a turn for romance and extravagance, 
and a habit of idleneſs and trifling; by which they 
are unfitted for the ſober affairs of ' common lite, 
and contract an averſion to every thing that is grave 
and pious, It fills company with trifling, unprofit- 
able converſation. It gives the ſofter ſex an air cf 
boldneſs and confidence, very unbecoming the chriſ- 
tian or the gentlewoman. It unfits heads of fami- 
lies for domeſtick cares and buſineſs, by filling their 
minds with vain and grand ideas Abe their rank 
and ſtation, It is moſt pernicious to the bumilicy 
and ſubjection of ſervants ; eſpecially by raiſing. in 
their minds romantick notions of love and intrigue, 


and thus they are calily ſeduced by the corrupt and 
Pol. 2 | O the 
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the artful to lewdneſs and ruin. When the mind 
is once brought into this idle, trlfling. romantick 
ſtate, the tranſition to the practice of iniquity is 
eaſy and natural, as melancholy experience ſhows. 

But the grand evil of it, and which even the beſt 
minds are in danger of feeling, is, that it unfits and 
indiſpoſes the heart for the exerciſes of religion; 
for ſerious and devout meditation upon God and 
the great concerns of the ſoul and eternity. The 
| buſy ſcenes, in which a perſon hath been engaged 
at the play-houſe, will crowd in again upon the 
mind. The vain babblings which he hath heard, 
will be uppermoſt, and his fancy be defiled by the 
licentious language, which hath been made fami- 
liar'to it. It can hardly be expected, that he ſhoutd 
come with any reliſh, or even ſeriouſneſs, to read 
and meditate upon the holy ſcriptures. Very diffe- 
rent ideas, than they ſuggeſt, will engroſs his 
thoughts. If his conſcience will not be eaſy 'with- 
out ſomething like prayer, it can ſcarcely be a i- 
ritual ſacrifice, aſter the ſenſual, or at beſt trifling, 
ſcenes, to which he hath been a witneſs, And 'I 
may appeal to the conſciences of thoſe, who are 
moſt fond of this diverfion, whether they ever found 
that it added ſeriouſneſs to their ſpirits, fixedneſs 
of attention and warmth of affection to their devo- 
tional exerciſes. Or whether they muſt not acknow- 
ledge, as many, who were once fond of it, have 
done, that it leſt behind an indiſpoſition and diſte- 
liſh for every thing that was grave, ſerious, devodt 
and heavenly. And if this be not a dreadful effect, 
1 know not what is. 


&& It 
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And this, tho?” the recreation itſelf ſhould be allow- 
ed to be innocent, will deſerve the conſideration of 
every chriſtian, Time is an ineſtimable jewel, and 
graciouſly given us, that we may prepare for a bleſ- 
ſed eternity. And three or four hours of ;a day are 
quite too much to be ſpent in any amuſement 
whatſoever; eſpecially by thoſe, whoſe cireumſtan- 
ces require motion, rather than reſt, as a recreation ; 
particularly by thoſe, .who ate moſt, apt to complain 
of the length of religious ſervices. The manner 
of ſpending. his time is a concern of great moment to 
A ſetious chriſtian, and he tiembles for ſear of 
Gop's righteous .judgments,* when he reads . tboſe 
awful words, Caſt the wnprofiteble ſervant [10t0 | 
outer darkneſs.” But this diverſion is attended with 
another diſadvantage alſo; that it breaks. in upon 
family- order and regularity; the ſtated hours for 
family-buſineſs, meals and devotion, if there he any; 
and leaves room ſor much idleneſs, waſte and diſ- 
order at home. —— Nor is the money devoted to 
this purpoſe, a light conſidetation. For how erer 
well particular perſons may afford the expence, it 
leaves them ſo much leſs for pious and charitable 
uſes. And money, as well as time, is, a talent ſor 
which we ate to be accountable to God. Unleſs 
it bath, in ſome way or other, been employed for his 
glory, e ſhall be condemned as unprofitable ſervants. 
It is to be feared, that they Wwͤho are moſt fond of 
-diverfion, are ſo far ſtom being the moſt generoys, 
chat they are often unjuſt: they putſue their-pleaſures, 
while their debts are unpaid ; or gtatify their gaſte 
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by fraud and oppreſſion, or to the great injury 


of their families. I am to add further, that at- 
tending the play. houſe, 8 


4. Is doing injury to others, by the countenance 
and example which it gives to them. T 


This is particularly the caſe, when heads of fami- 
lies, when the ſober and the virtuous, who make a 
profeſſion of religion, attend it. Theſe may think 
and ſay, that they are ſure, they ſhall receive no 

harm. But (not to urge that this very confidence 
' ſhows, that they are in ' peculiar danger of being 
Corrupted) I would obſerve, that by encouraging the 
players, they are © partaters of their ſins,“ and con- 
tribute to the miſchief which they do. It is gene- 
rally allowed, that the very profeſlion is mean and 
ſordid. The actors perſonate ſo many characters, 
that they have none of their own; or none but what 
are contemptible. Perſons of ſenſe and true polite · 
: neſs ſhun the company of the generality of them, 
- as much as fools and rakes court it. But their 
occupation is not only mean, but oncbriſtian and 
© miſchievous. Therefore they who contribute to ſup- 
port them in it, countenance and encourage viee, 
tho they themſelves may not at preſent be injured. 
— The example of thoſe, who frequent the play- 
- houſe is likewiſe of bad influence, If you who do 
it, can afford the expence of this amuſement, others, 
- who cannot, will follow, and will plead, your ex- 
ample. With What face can heads of families deny 
their children, or even their ſeryants, liberty to go, 
- when. they go themſelves; eſpecially as the latter 
are fond of apeing their ſuperiours, and proviſion 
\ + e 18 


conſcience be emboldened ? to fit there too, and 
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is made for their having the ſame entertainment at 
i cheaper rate. You may ſoon find, to your coſt, | 
that hereby your domeſticks will have their heads 
| raiſed above their ſtation, enjoy their pleaſures at 
your: expence, and puniſh you for the bad example 
you have ſet them, by their idleneſs, iaſolenee and 
extravagance. — It 1s further to be conſidered, that 
the minds of many others of the lower ranks may 
be in more danger of being corrupted by this a- 
| muſement than yours: yet, having the ſanction of 
your example, they will allow themſelves in it. If 
you can make a ſhift to vindicate your own conduct, 
doth it not deſerve to be conſidered, what injury it 
may do to them? You may, by ſome artful eva» 
ſions, attend with little or no ſcruple: they may 
go with a doubting conſcience, and ſo be ſeduced 
into fin and ruin, And will you put your pleaſures 
ia the balance with the intereſt, of an immortal 
ſoul? St. Paul hath peremptorily determined againſt 
you- in the ſtrongeſt terms: Take heed, leſt by 
any means your liberty becomes a ſtambling-block 
to the weak. For if any man ſee thee, who haſt 
knowledge and profeſſeſt religion, * fitting in an 
idol's temple,” or a play-houſe, * ſhall not his weak 


probably do worſe? * So that when ye fin againſt 
your brethren and enſnare them, ye ſin againſt 
Chriſt.“ And wilt thou be acceſſary to the deſtrue- 
tion of thy brother, for whom Chriſt died + 7 
Therefore it is our duty to abſtain from ſuch Prace 
tices and diverſions, which, tho? lawful and inno- 
cent in themſelves, may be the occaſion of leading: 
| | O 3 | others 
en 
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others to fin againſt God, and ſo defitoying” their 
ſouls. 1 add, once more; 


5. It is acting contrary to the judgment and ad- 
vice of the moſt wiſe and pious men in all ages. 


Ard I hope this thoaght* will have ſome weight 
with all modeſt and thoughtful perſons; eſpecially 
the young. I might here urge, that no ſuch di- 
verſion was ever known among the Feat, Gop's 
ancient people: that the it was allowed by ſome 
heathen ſtates, the actors were reckoned infamous, 
and excluded from all honotrable poſts and ſervices. 
Not one of them could, in the early ages of chriſti- 
anity, be admitted into the church, without quit- 
ting this profeſſion, All converts were required; at 
their baptiſm, to © renounce the pomps and vani- 
ties of this wicked' world; by which was pfinci- 
| pally meant the plb5-Boule. This language” is fill 
uſed in the form of baptiſm” in the church of Eng= 
land : ſo that thoſe who attend it, do in effect 
renounce their baptiſmal engagements. I might 
mention many councils and canons, in the early ages. 
of chriſtianity, by which this diverſion was abſolute- 
| Jy forbidden, as inconſiſtent with the character of a 
chriſtian, and deſtructive of a life of godlineſs, U 
would obſerve, that the moſt wiſe and pious divines? 
of every denomidation among us, have cenſured it 
and difloaded from it. And it is remarkable that 
thoſe, who have moſt freely cenſured it, have had, 
from their ſituation and connections, the beſt oppor- 
tunities of knowing what miſchief it eee T 
particularly refer to the archbiſhops Uſher and Tillot- 
Jon, Mr. Sced, and many others of the eſtabliſhed: 

church; 
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church.; and Dr. Warts and, Mr. Barker. among, the 
diſſenters, Archbiſhop, T3Uer/op. in particular, candid 
and gentle as he- was, calls the play-houſe, with 
great beauty and, propriety, * the Devil's: Chappeh 
and the ſchool and nurſery of lewdne/s and vice: and 
ſpeaking of parents, who, take their children there, 
he calls them Monſters, and adds, * { had alneſt 
ſaid, Devils.” Now I think the. opinion. of, ſa. many 
judicious and holy men. ought.to have great weight, 
to lead you to ſuſpect your awn judgment or your 
awn; piety, if you are otherwiſe minded: and the 
rather. as thus. you will grieve pious. miniſters. and fel - 

low-chriftiaps:z. which ought to have ſame. weight 
with. yau. —I. may add, that. aQars? performing in 
molt. towns, is a notorious. vialatian. of: the, laws, of 
aur country, hawever. magiſtrates may connive at it, 
Therefore no one wha fears Gon, honours the king, 
reyerenceth. the laws, ar conſulteth the puhlick 


welfare, ought: to give any countenance. to ſuck 
tranſgreſiors. 


Bat as men are very exper# at Sading a 
for walking in the ways of their hearts: and follows 
ing the: fuſion ;- and prone to ſatisſy themſelves 
with: thoſe which are weak and: inſufficient, let me 
corfider- the principal pleas: which: are OY for 

attending the play-houſo. 


Many plead that * it is a diverſſon. They ſay 
that. Gov, and religion allow recreation.“ 'This I 
readily acknowledge. But conſider, the end of di- 
verſion. is, as the very word, imports, to give. the 
mind a little relaxatipn from important cares; to- 
refreſh the ſpirits and fit us for returning, withs 
| O 4 greater 
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greater ability and relith, to the common buſineſs. 
of life and to religion. Every recreation that doth 
not anſwer theſe ends, is an unlawful one. Now 
I thiok it cannot be reaſonably ſaid of the play- 
houſe, that it anſwers theſe ends. There is too 
much time ſpent there, for it to be an innocent 
' diverſion. If it deeply fixeth the attention and ſtrong- 
ly intereſts the heart, it not only excites thoſe paſ- 
ſions, which chriſtianity was deſigned to reſtrain, 
but actually becomes a fatigue, Beſides, as I hinted 
above, exerciſe is the proper recreation of thoſe, 
whoſe buſineſs very much confines them at home, or 
to a ſitting poſture; and reading and converſation 
ſhould be the recreation of others. —Purther, are there 
not other diverſions to be found, leſs hazardous to 
virtue, leſs ſuſpicious; more ſafe, innocent and ho- 
nourable, more becoming chriſtians * Can you ſay, 
that you go to the play-houſe to glorify Gop Þ 
That you do it heartily as to the Lord ;* with 
good intentions, conſcientious views, under a ſenſe 
of Gop's preſence and with a deſire to pleaſe him ? 
In ſhort, can you ſay, that you go there to anſwer 
any good end, which may not be better and. more 
ſaſely attained another way? Can you ſeriouſly and 
ſolemnly aſk the bleſing of Gop on this diverſion ? 
If you can not, it is far from being innocent; and 
any improvements which you may there be ſuppoſed 
to make in politeneſs and the knowledge of tte 
world, will be a ſmall equivalent for riſquing your | 
virtue and the ſeriouſnefs of your ſpirits, 
hes may perhaps plead, that * many others attend 
that the generality do. But this is indeed the 
-neakeſt of all arguments. Gob commands us not 
— 1 to 
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to follow a multitude to do evil; not to be conformed 
to this world; not to walk as orfiers walk in the 
vanity of their minds, but to'abſtain from the ap- 
fearance of evil.“ There are many things, in which? 
you muſt dare to be fingular, and for which you 
muſt bear to be bantered, if you will be chriſtians: 
and lay hold on eternal lifes Yet cuſtom and 
faſhion and the fear of fneers, frighten our youth 
out of their principles and their fouls; and they 
are aſhamed of being thought ſingularly wiſe and. 
good. If any perſons laugh at you for ſober and 
honourable ſingularity, look upon them as your 
enemies; keep out of their company, and even- 
© {corn the ſcorners . - But you may plead that © ma- 
ny good people frequent the play-houſe,* You would 
probably think me unchatitable, if I were to diſpute 
this aſſertion. But good people is a very looſe term; 
and if inſtead of good, you will put that old-faſhion« 
ed term toly, or that uſed in the text, godly, and 
will judge of men, not by the relaxed and faſhion- 
| able morality of the preſent age, but by the word 
of God, it will be found, that few, if any, truly 
holy and godly men frequent it: or if they do, 
it is no part of their goodneſs. But this plea is 
ſill nothing to the purpoſe.” The queſtion is not, 
what others do, but what 1s right and lawful in it- 
felf ;- what is moſt conſiſtent with, and agreeable to, 
a profeſſion of godlineſs. By far the majority of good 
men decline going to the theatre, and ſtrongly ad- 
viſe others againft it. Whereas no: openly vicious 

man declines' going upon principle. In this caſe, 
Examine, not a particular character, but che prevail. 
+ Rom ii. 34. „ 
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Ing part. The worſt men ſhow, in general, a great 
fondneſs for this diverſion; z the moſt wiſe and pious, 
an averſion to it. And is this a recommendation 
to you? Conſider among your acquaintance, whe- 
ther thoſe who are moſt eager for it, or thoſe Who 
"ſhun and diſapprove it, appear to fear Gow and 
mind religion moſt; and with which of them would: 
you chuſe to have your eternal lot and portion. 
Let me add, that fince this plea is ſo often urged, 
all who make a credible profeſſion of religion, ſhould 
be careful not to give occaſion for it, and lead: 
. into ſin by their example. — To plead that 
you muſt attend the play-houſe on account of 
your 6ujiarſs and intereft, and to oblige your cuſ- 
tomers and friends, is very trifling. The man 
who fears Gop and reverences his own conſeienee, 
wilt firſt eonſider, whether it be lawfal and inno- 
cent in itſelf, or may not do miſchief to bimſelf, 
or to others, who may be enſnared by his example. 

He will truſt providence with his ſecular intereſt in 
the way of duty and ſafety, whomſoever he may 
be likely to diſoblige by walking in it; he wilk 
never rut the riſque of loſing his ſoul for the gain 
of the whole world, Beſides, an upright, conſcien- 
tious, conſiſtent chriſtian will be eſteemed for his 
ſteadineſs, and loſe nothing upon the whole by it. 
Some plead, *© that they never go, but when good 
plays are acted.“ To this I anſwer, the number of 
good ones is exceedingly ſmall. The beſt are very 
ſeldom aQted, eſpecially in the country, Some have 
been rejected, as too grave for the ſtage, or have ſoon 
loſt their credit there. Even a good play, that is, 
an innocent one, is ſeldom acted, without the ad- 
dition 
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dition of ſame ſcandalous. farce or indecent fongs. 
For one or two, which may be called good, there 
are ſcotes Which have many hateful paſfages in 
e that are not fit ta be read or heard by any 
ſober, wodeſt perſons. And indeed it cannot be 
otherwiſe. The queſtion is not, what the theate 
may be made, hut what it is. A virtuous ſer of 
players (if that could be ſuppoſed). who only. aged 
good plays, would Rarve, The audience will give 
law to the actors, and have the entertainment to 
their taſte: and as the bulk of the audience are 
perſons of no principles, they muſt and will, have 
bad plays to ſuit their taſte. A late writer who 
allows, that the form of the drama is the beft 
calculated, of all ſpecies of writing, to convey: and 
enforee the nobleſt ſentiments both of the head and 
beart,“ ſaith of the preſent age, From the teeth 
outward the ſtage may. be more chaſte than for- 
| merly; but in fact we fear, it is equally, if not 
more licentious. Tho? the taſte of the people may 
not be that of verbal licentiouſneſs, more actual 
vice may lurk under the dreſs of decency, than 
dares to appear under the groſs garb of ribaldry. 
It is, for this reaſon however, more fatally ſedue- 
tive .. There are undoubtedly ſome noble and 
moral ſentiments in a few eompoſitions of this 
kind: but they have none equal to the purity of 
| the chriſtian character: and ſome of the beſt have 
ſentimedts in them quite inconſiſtent: with it 1 
But if a perſon will go, when good plays are acted, - 
O 6 he 


un 


— 


+ London Review, vol. 1, 1. p. 419. 


WP 40 not except Addiſon's Cato, of which, it is well Known, 
* and others made ſo bad an uſe, 


300 . ſericus Diſuaſius from Dif. 175 
he will ſcarcely know where to ſtop; and the ar- 
guments of waſting time and money, encouraging | 
vice and doing miſchief to others, flill remain in 
their full force, If the theatre be a ſchool of virtue, 
as ſome have aſſerted, who I believe know little 
What virtue is, it is ſurprizing that the moſt holy 
men in every age ſhould have condemned it, and 
that the ſcriptures ſhould never recommend it in 
this view. If it be a dangerous amuſement in 
general, no pretence of receiving inſtruQtion by it, 
will warrant a concurrence in it, — So that when 
theſe arguments are weighed, and the vanity of 
theſe pleas duly. confidered, I. think this diverſion: 
muſt be pronounced unlawful: and that every chriſ- 
tian, who values the favour of Gon, the purity and 
peace of his own conſcience, and the honour of 
his profeſſion, will abſtain from it, how ever faſhion- 
able it may be, and how ſtrongly ſoever he may be 
ſolicited or inclined to attend it. But if perſons. 
will give themſelves no trouble to conſider, whether 
it be lawful and proper or not, but will run with 
the croud, I muſt leave them to the judgment of 
God, which is according to truth.“ — Upon the 
whole, I think it will appear from what hath been 
ſaid, that there is at leaſt room to heſitate about 
this amuſement, and to doubr. the lawfulneſs of it. 
Now if. any of you are brought to this ſtate of 
mind, then for you to attend upon. it is. unlawful, 
For thus St. Paul hath expreſsly determined: He 
that doubteth, is condemned if he eat, becauſe he 
.,eateth not of faith: for whatſoever is not of faith. 
is An +," that is, it is a wicked thing for a perſon 
1 Rom, xiv. 23. | 
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to do that, which he doubteth the lawfulneſs of. 
He will be condemned of God, as a ſinner, if be 
ventures, out of complaiſance, falſe ſhame, or any 
other principle, to do what he knows, or even 
fuſpe4s, that Gop hath forbidden. There perhaps 
may be a few unhappy perſons, who can honeſtly 
Jay, * We diſapprove ſuch dangerous amuſements, 
and would gladly abſtain from chem; but we are 
under. ſubjection to huſbands, parents or maſters, 
and by their commands are ſometimes obliged to 
attend them.“ Theſe perſons are much to be piti- 
ed: and if reaſons, ſoft remonſtrances, and humble 
entreaties will not prevail upon their unreaſoaable 
and tyrannical ſuperiours to excuſe them, let them 
guard their hearts with the utmoſt diligence and 
fervent prayer. Let them labour, while in the 
courts of vanity, to keep their thoughts intent up- 
n Gop and divine things. Then, it may be hoped 
that they will, like the three jewiſh youths, who 
would not worſhip the golden image, continue un- 
hurt in the fiery trial, and praiſe their Gop in the 
midſt of the flame. 
Allow me to aſk thoſe, who ans this divarbin, 
Do you think a dying bed will be made eaſy and 
comfortable by the remembrance of your attach- 
ment to it? Will it afford you any ſatisfaction 
then, that you have taken, what you now call, 
innocent liberties ?? Or rather, will it not give you 
(as I know it hath given ſome others) much pain 
and terror, when you are entering on the eternal 
world? A lady, travelling in a ſtage-coach with the 
Rev. Mr. James Hervey, was largely expatiating on 
"0p play-houſe, as ſuperiour to all other entertain- 
* % ments, 
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ments, Among other things ſhe obſerved, that 


© there was the pleaſure of 2#inting on the play 


before ſhe went; the pleaſure: of attending. it, and 


the pleaſure of refefing upon it after her return. 
Mr. Hervey told her, there was one pleaſure ſhe had 


not mentioned. The lady enquiring eagerly what- 
that was, he anſwered, * Madam, the pleaſure it 
will give you on your death-bed.” The Lady was 


ſo much ſtruck with this well-timed hint, that ſhe 


forſook the play-houſe, and fet herſelf to purſue 


and enjoy thoſe pleaſures, which would afford her 


comfortable reflections on her death-bed. — Indulge 


me while 1 aſk once more, whether you think, that 


the pleas: with which you now make a ſhift, or 
endeavour, to ſatisfy your minds, will bear you out 


at the tribunal of the great God? Will he admit 


them as ſufficient? Dare you venture your preſent: 
comforts and everlaſting falvation upon them? You: 
had need be very clear, where ſo much depends. 
It is good to be ſure, where your eternal intereft' 
is at ſtake. Forbearance is certainly fafeſt, And 


we cannot be too ſafe, where fin and duty, heaven 


and hell, are concerned. Happy is the man, that 


feareth always : but he that hardeneth his heart, 
ſhall fall into miſchief.” 


But I know, by painful obfervation and expe- 
rience, how litthde arguments and remonſtrances of 
this kind are regarded, eſpecially by perſons of the 


higher ranks, when the faſhion of the age, and 
the place where they live, and their own incliag- 


tions, draw the other way. And yet, my Brethren, 
ſo great is my regard for your belt intereſt, that: 


methinks, I 5 21 not have you go, even to the 
play- 


— — 
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plag-bouſe, without learning ſomething good and 
uſeful there. Let me therefore recommend ir to 
you, who after all, chuſe to attend it; that before 
the play begins or between the acts, you dwell 
little upon ſuch reſietions as theſe. — You are 
acting a part on the great ſilage of life: a part 
afighed' you by the infinite, eterdal ]enovan, your 
ereator, governor, benefackor, and jadge. That he 
fits behind the ſcenes; and tho” you fee him not, 
he ſees you, and obſerves and records alt your ae- 
tions, words and thoughts: that he is too wiſe a 
being to be deceived, and too holy and awful a 
being to be trifled with. That you may, in a 
moment, even while you are ſeeing the play, be 
called off the ſtage of life to appear before your 
judge. That you muſt give an account to him of 
all things done in the body; of your time and 
money; your thoughts and imaginations; of the 
principles on which you have acted in life; of 
the encouragement and countenance, which you 
have given to religion, or to vice; and the good 
or injury, which you have done to the ſouls of 
others by your converſe and example. If it ſhall 
then appear, that you have acted your part well, 
and kept yourſelves pure, you will receive the ap- 
plauſe of your judge; all his ſaints and angels 
will concur in it, and you will be for ever happy. 
But if you have acted your part ill, he will moſt 
certainly and awfully condemn. you ; and you will 
have your portion with the devil and his angels 
in everlaſting fire 1. Theſe moſt weighty ſenti- 
meats and reflections you may learn at the play- 
Cs | houſe. 
+ Matt, xxv. 41. 
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houſe, And if you once learn and feel them; 
which I heartily pray. that you may, my end will 
be anſwered: tor I am perſuaded; you will never 


8⁰ again *. 


— hy — 


1 If the reader is deſirous of further evidence of the 8 2— 
rifing from the play-houſe, I refer him to Colliers © Eflay on the 
ſtage, Dr. Charles Owen's * Eflay on the conduct of the ſtage 3 
eſpecially Dr. Witbe, ſpoon's Serious enquiry. into ts: natuve: E 
effects of che ſtage,” 
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DISCOURSE XVIIL. 


S—. 


Chriſtians exhorted to conſider, what An- 
{wer their Miniſters will have to return 
to Gop concerning them, 


2 SAMUEL XXIV. 13. 


— Mw adviſe, and fee what anſwer 1 Hall returi 
= him that Jent mes 


HE duties of our ſeveral relations in life are 

much neglected, or very imperfectly perform» 
ed, for want of duly attending to the nature and 
extent of them, and the various obligations we are 
under to the faithful diſcharge of them. When fo 
much is ſaid in ſcripture, concerning the duty of 
miniſters, and the flocks committed to them, to one 
another, it muſt be of great importance that it be 
feriouſly regarded; as it would contribute to their 


mutual affection, comfort and edification. It 18 


therefore proper for chriſtian miniſters ſometimes to 
remind their hearers of the relation. in which they 


Rand to each other; and in a publick manner to 


remind themſelves of it; in order that they may be 
Excited to „ fulfil the miniſtry which they have re- 
ceived of the Lord,” and be aſhamed in any inſtances 
to act inconſiſtent with what they publickly profeſs. 
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to be their duty. It is indeed difficult for a mini- 
fler to diſcourſe on theſe topicks, without putting 
on: ſome unbecoming airs.;. or at leaſt being charged 
with vanity by thoſe, who meaſure others by them- 
ſelves. It is nevertheleſs proper and. needful that 
this ſhould be-done: and it may be done with a 
goed grace and: with. hope of: ſucceſs, when. a mi- 
niſter's general conduct. is ſuch, that if it be eſteemed 


Folly, his people will bear with it; as knowing, that 


(according to St. Paul*s apology for himſelf in this 
Caſe). he is. © jealius over them with. a. gadly. jzalou- 
ſy, that he may preſent them as a chaſte virgin to 
Chriſt f.“ Bear, with y folly then, my Brechren, 
while I addreſs you. in. the words of the text, — 

JzHovan the Gop of Jſrael, being, diſpleaſed. with 
the fin of David in numbering the people, ſent him 
a- meſſdge: by Gad the praphet,, wha: was called 
David's. Srer; being often employed by the Lord 
to reveal: his. mind to that prince, and who, after- 
wards wrote his hiſtory. Cad commands him in 
God's name to chuſe, whether, as a puniſhment: for 


this fin, he would ſuffer three years. famine, or three 


months flight beſbre his enemies, or: three days pei- 
tilence. Gad having: delivered this me ſſage, adds. in 
the text, * Now adwiſe,” or conſider ſcriouſly,, and 
ſee, what anſwer þ ſhall: return te him that ſent me-? 
Theſe words may naturally be accommodated. ta the 
eaſe of chrittian: miniſters, and will ſuggeſt theſe 


three remarks, which: I propoſe: to. illuſtrate and 


improve. 
f I, Chriftian 
| ＋ 2 Cos. xi. 2. 


\ 


7 
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1. Chriſtian miniſters are the mee enger of God, 
and Jent on an important errand. 


II. They have an awer me return to him ches 
ſends them. 


III. It becometh thoſe; to whom their meſſage is- 
delivered, ſeriouſſy to confider, and ee, what! anſwer 
their miniſters will have to return concerning them. 

I. Chriſtian miniſters are the me/ingers of Goo, 
and ſent on an important errand. 


Each of theſe thoughts deſerves'a little Ananda 


f art fen, of COD. Cad: and the ochen 


prophets, had an extraordinary: commiſſion! from hea- 
ven. Immediate: diſeoveries of the mind) and wilk 
of Go were made to them: and they were ſome 
times furniſſñed with aviraculous powers to prove that: 
they bad a. divine commiſſion. On the ſame; avcount! 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called Gop's: ſervant: and 
een ger T. H is often ſaid to be ent by the far 
ther, aud is ſty led the ↄpeſtle or meſſenger of our pro- 
Non f. In like manner thoſe of: his diſciples,. whom 
he chofe to he his ſtated attendants, and the wits 
neſſes of bis reſurrection, and to publiſh} his: goſpel 
to the: world; and whom he endbwed with: extraors 
diary giſis to qualify them. for this ſervies, att 
called apeftles, or, as the word: ſigniſtes, gent ers of 
perſons ſent. Fo denote the dignity. of their office: 
they are called ambaſadors for Chriſt 5. The? clirife 
tian miniſters now, muſt got pretend to ſach aw 
extraordiuæry commiſſion, and ſuch high dignity, yed 
they may juſtly be conſidered as thoſe, who are /ens 

of: 

+ Mal. iii. . 1 Hib, its 1. & 2 Cor, v. 20. 
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of Gop. Thus the common prieſts among the 

Jjraelites were called, by the prophet Malachi, the 

meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts f; tho” they had no- 
extraordinary commiſſion, but were only to explain 

and enforce the law of Gop, and perform the ſer- 
vices which it required. So cbriſtian, miniſters are 

in the new teſtament called the angels, or meſſengers, 
of the churches. As Chriſt hath given paſtors and 
teachers, and appointed that there ſhould be a ſuc- 
ceſſion of them in his church, to the end of time; 

as he inclineth men” to undertake this office; quali. 
fieth them for it, and in the courſe of his provi- 

dence determines where they ſhall labour; they may 
| Juſtly be ſaid to be ſent by him, and may be ſtyled, 
as they are in the new. teſtament, his fewards, mi- 
niſters, ſervants and meſſengers. Let us obſerve, furs, 
ther, —— They are ſent on as. important errand, — 
Gop is too wiſe a being. to ſend any meſſengers on- 
a trifling errand. The buſineſs. of miniſters is to. 
infliruc and ſave ſouls. So great is the patience and. 
goodneſs of Gop, that they are not ſent, like the. 
prophet in the text, with nothing but terror and 
vengeance in their mouths ;. to declare the irrever- 
fible ſentence of Gop againſt ſinners; and only to 

propoſe to them, with which of his ſore judgments 
they will be viſited. But they are ſent to warn men. 
in general of the wrath to come; to ſhow ſinners 
their guilt and miſery. ; to propoſe terms of accom- 
modation, and, in Chriſt's ſtead, to beſeech men 
to be reconciled. to Gap.” They are ſent to call 
them to repentance, and lead them to Jeſus, as their 
only Saviour. As the meſſengets of Gop, they are, 

+ Mal. ii. 7s. 
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to produce ſcripture-warrant for every thing they 
-enjoin, and enforce every precept by the divine au- 
thority, Thus ſaith the Lord.“ Their meſſage is to 
be often repeated; every ſabbath, and on every other 
ſuitable occaſion. They are to teach, not only pub- 
lickly, but from houſe to houſe; that they may 
know the characters of men, hear their ſentiments 
and pleas, and accommodate their addreſſes. accord 
ingly. In ſhort, they are to watch for their ſouls, 
and conduct them in the way to heaven. And what 
"errand can be more important, benevolent and friend- 
"of than this ? Let me obſerve, 


"Is: | Miniſters are to return an anſwer to bim chat 
: ſendeth them. 


They are to return to chats maſter, and give * 
an account of their meſſage. They. are to return 
10 th ir maſter, This they do, at leaſt they ought 
to do it, every day; ; by going to his throne of grace, 
and there pouring out their hearts before him : either 
lamentiog the obſtinacy and diſobedience. of thoſe 
among whom they labour, and praying fur them; 
and returning him thanks for every inſtance of aſſiſ- 
' tance, encouragement and ſucceſs. So we find that 
„the prophets and apoſtles. ated ; and faithful miniſ- 
„ters in every age bave followed their pattern, But they 
return to their maſter, in the moſt proper ſenſe, when 
they die and go into his immediate preſence, © The 
. prophets do not live for ever.“ When they have 
ended their teſtimory, and finiſhed their courſe of 
- ſervice, their ſouls. return unto him who gave them 
to their maſter and Lord, whoſe ſtewards and ſeg= 
« .yants they were: and, —— They are to give him 


„ | an 
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an - account of their meſſage. So the apoſtle ſaith of 
them: © They watch for your fouls, as they that 
«mult give account 5. They are to anſwer, as to 
their on- fidelity, and the reception and ſucceſs they 
have met with. — They ate to give an acequnt of 
heir eavn delity- Whether they took heed to 
themſelves and their doctrine;“ ſtudied the word 
of Go carefully; delivered their meſſage faithfully 
and plainly, and declared the whole counſel of 
1G0o D: Whether they -purſued their minifiry with 
-zight ends and gave themfelves Wholly to it; whe⸗ 
ther they ſought zheirs, or tlem, to hom they mi- 
niſtred; their ſubſtance or their ſouls; and were 
careful to adorn their miniſtry and be examples to 
the flock. They are likewiſe to return an anſwer 
«concerning the reception which tley themſelves met 
with: Whether they were received as the meſſengers 
of _ and * eſteemed highly in love ſor their work 
ſake: or whether they were injured, or deſpiſed, or 
the worſt conſtruction put upon their words and ac- 
tions; without any allowances being made for the 
difficulty of their work, or the common infirmities 
of human nature. — They are alſo to give an anſwer 
concerning the reception and ſuceeſs, which their wvord 
and meſſage met with: Whether it was regularly and 
feriouſly attended; and, as far as they can judge, 
upon what principles: Whether it hath been obeyed 
zor ſlighted: What ſouls have been converted, edi- 
-fied and comforted by their labours; and what con- 
tinne fooliſh, diſobedient, and enemies - to goed 
works. They are to give an account, in what ſtate 
they have left the churches over which they preſided; 

ä and 
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and what proſpect there is with regard to the riſing 
generation and the ſupport of religion in the next 
age. It ſcarcely needs to 'be hinted at, that our 
maſter doth not want to be informed of theſe things. 
He knew what David would chuſe, before Gad re- 
turned his anſwer. There are good reaſons, why 
an earthly maſter, tho' he ſeeth what his ſervant hath 
done, "ſhould in many caſes expe& and demand an 
account of it from him. Gop is pleaſed to repre». 
ſent his treatment of us in this light, both in the 
private judgment, which every man goeth thro” at 
death, and in the general judgment of the great day. 
And the deſign of this is, more powerfully to im- 
preſs our minds with the ſolemnity and vaſt impor- 
tance of the future account. — Thus are chriſtian 
miniſters to return to their maſter, and give him 
an account of their own behaviour and diſcharge 
of their duty; and alſo of the reception and ſucceſs 
of their meſſage. — Let us obſerve, 


III. It:ibecometh the members of chriſtian church- 
ves ſeriouſly to conſider, what anſwer their miniſters 
will have to return concerning them. 


It is the duty of all chriſtians to conſider this, 
with reſpect to every miniſter, on whoſe labours they 
attend. But it is more eſpecially their duty to con- 
ſider it, with regard to reir own paſtors: whom 
they have choſen to preſide over their ſacred hours 
in the houſe of Gop, and laboor among them in the 
Lord- Jeſus: or to thoſe, on whoſe miniftrations 
they have thought it right to attend, without having 
perionally choſen them into this relation. In either 
caſe they are to conſider their miniſters, as being 

| | | ſet 
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ſet over them by the providence of Gov, and fent 
unto them in his name. Each of you, Brethren, is 
concerned in our miniſtry, We addreſs, not to this 
or that particular perſon, any further than as our 
addreſs is ſuited to his particular caſe; but to all 
who attend upon our miniſtry, concerning the com» 
mon ſalvation, in which all are intereſted. It is 
therefore the wiſdom and duty of all, to examine 
themſelves, and confider what regard they have 
paid to the me/engers of Gop: Whether they have 
treated them with candour, friendſhip and love; 
or with ſeverity, diſtance and unkindneſs? Chriſti. 
als are to conſider, how they have received the 
meſſage; which their miniſters have brought in the 
name of the Lord, For inſtance, whether they ha 

attended upon it; made conſcience of regularly fre- 
quenting the hath of Gor, and broke thro? diffi- 
culties and filenced excuſes, that they might ſhow 
their reverence for Gop and his ordinances? Whe- 
ther they have eſteemed * a day in Gop's courts bet- 
- ter than a thouſand ;* or ſaid, * What a wearineſs 
is ic? And when will the ſabbath be gone ?* They 
are to conſider, whether they have heard the meſ- 
ſage with reverence and attention, and ſtrove to keep 
their thovghts engaged; or whether they have in- 


dulged a diowſy, iudolent frame, and taken little 


or no pains to give the more earneſt heed to the 
things which they have heard + ?? Whether they 
| have mixed faith with the word: preached, and re- 
. ceived the meſſage as of divine authority, as far 
as it was agreeable to ſcripture? Whether, as the 
apeſtle expieſſeth it, they have received it as the 
2 f word 
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word of men, or as it is in truth the word of GOD +.” 
It is their wiſdom to enquire, whether they have 
gone to the houſe of Gop to have their curioſity 
gratified, their minds entertained, and to paſs away 
an hour or two, which they could not decently em- 
ploy in any other way or place. Or whether they 


have gone with a ſincere intention and deſire, to 
join devoutly in ſupplication and thankſgivings ; to 


know what is the will of Gop and to hear their 
duty enforced, and with a reſolution that * all, which 
the Lord God ſaid unto them, they would do and 
be obedient?” They are to confider, whether they 
have endeavoured to apply the word cloſely to theit 
conſciences; to examine their own ſtate. by it, and 
amend their lives according to it. Or whether they 
think they have done enough, when they have given 
a bodily attendance on divine worfhip. The chief 
enquiry which they are to make is, what effe the 
meſſage of Gop hath had upon their ſouls ; whether 
they have been enlightened, ſanctified and edified 
by the goſpel; whether they have obeyed it from 
the heart; or ſtill go on in their treſpaſſes, and re- 
ject the gracious offers, which divine grace hath ſo 
frequently and affectionately made to them. Let 


every chriſtian think with himſelf, What anſwer 
will uy miniſter have to return to his maſter con- 


cerning me? What report doth he bring of me to 
the throne of grace nao, in his devout addreſſes ? 
Is it a mournful or a joyful one? If he removeth 
to the unſeen world before me, what account will- 


he have to give of me there? Muſt he ſay, that I 


have 10 his or his grief? Tbat I have 
T 1 Theſſ. ii. TI Jo 
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been an honour or à reproach to the church over 
which he preſided? Haye I done what 1 ought, | 
by a regular attendance on publick worſhip; by a 
reſpectfol behaviour to him; by religious diſcourſe; 
by family: prayer and inſtruction, and actiye endea- 
yours for the welfare of the church ; — have I done 
any thing, by theſe methods, to rengrhen his hands, 
to encourage him in bis work, to make his life com- 
fortable and bis labours pleaſant and uſeful? Or 
have I, on the other hand, by my own miſconduct; 
by doing that againſt which he warned me, and 
neglecting that to which he hath exhorted and urged 
me, . weakened his hands, grieyed his heart, and in- 
creaſed thoſe infirmities, which are hurrying him to 
the ſilent grave? Thus it becometh the members 
of chriſtian churches ſeriouſly to enquire and con- 
ſider, what anſwer their miniſters will have to re- 
turn to their maſter concerning them; as they are 
meſſengers of the Lord of hoſts, ſent on an impor- 
tant errand; as they are to return an anſwer to 
him, how they have delivered his meſſage; - and with 
what attention, regard and obedience it hath been 
received. Having thus illuſtrated the particulars 
ſuggeſted by the text, I proceed to ſhow, how they 
are to be improved by us. 


_ W 


This ſubje& affords ſome uſeful infru8ion to 
enen miniſters. | 


And I deſire ſeriouſly to attend to it and carefully 
to receive it, — It ſhould lead them to magnify 
tleir ce; as the . of Gov; and to be 

thank- 
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thankfal, that they. are honoured with a commiſſion 
from him, and a commiſſion of the greateſt impor- 
tance to mankind, It ſhould excite their warmeſt 
gratitude, that they are employed under Chriſt, on 
the ſame errand, which brought him into the world: 
that they are epployed in the ſervice of thoſe ſouls, 
for whom he ſhed his precious blood; which ſhoweth 
bow . valuable they are in the divine eſlimation, and 
kow important the meſſage of miniſters is. They 
ought therefore, with St. Paul, to thank Chriſt Joe 
the Lord, who hath put them into the miniſtry.“ 
—— Further, they may learn to deliver their meſſage 
with all plainneſs, ſeriouſneſs and fidelity ; teach- 
ing men to obſerve what Chriſt commandeth them; 
neither exceeding it, nor coming ſhort of it. They 
are. to preach the word; to be inſtant in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon; to rebuke, exhort and intreat 
with all long - ſuffering; to warn every man and 
teach every man; that they may preſent them per- 
ſect .in_Chrit,” and give a joyful anſwer concerning 
them: — Miniflers ſhould often conſider what anſwer 
they will have to return to their mafler; that it 
may make them diligent to know the ftate of their 
flocks; that it may direct them to ſuitable ſtudies, 
addreſſes and prayers ; and may animate their meſ- 
ſage with that ſeriouſneſs and fervor, which becomes 
its vaſt importance, They know that it depends part- 
ly on their diligence, and partly on their people's 
care, and on both, under a divine bleſſing, whether 
their anſwer ſhall be comfortable or not, And they 
ſhould encourage themſelves with this thought, that 
tho? they cannot give a good account of ſome com- 
mitred to their care, yet their account of themſelves 
RE will 
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will be honourable, Joyful and happy, if they have 
fairbfully diſcharged their duty; and that * their 
Judgment is with the Lord, and their work, and re- 
ward, with their Gop +. AR, add, 


2. Chriſtian. people may derive ſome aſcful in- 
ien from theſe particulars. 


Learn then, my Brethren, in the frſt place, to 
be thankful, that meſſengers are ſent to you on ſo kind 
and gracious an errand, Bleſs Gop, that when 
Chriſt, after his aſcenſion,” was ſhowering down gifts. 
on his church, he K paſtors and teachers for 
the edification of it f. A ſtanding miniſtry in the 
church, is a ſtanding token of the goodneſs and 
tender mercy of Gop. Praiſe him, that they are 
not ſent, like the prophet Gad to David, with no 
words, but thoſe of terror and vengeance. They 
bring you, in their maſter's name, friendly warnings, 
kind invitations, earneſt entreaties, to accept the 
grace of the poſpel, and be happy for ever. How 
beautiful are their feet, who bring ſuch glad. 
tidings; who publiſh peace? and falvation in the 
name of the molt high! — Further, let it be your 
ſerious enquiry, what an/aver your miniſters will have 
to return concerning you. Their meſlage, tho very 
kind, is very peremptory, and requires an imme- 
diate and determinate anſwer. Will you be holy 
and obedient, er not? Will you chuſe the favour, 
or the wrath of Gop; heaven or hell? Let each 
aſk himſelf then; how have I behaved to the meſ- 
ſengers of Gop ? What regard have I ſhown to their 
meſſage? What pains have I taken to hear it; to 
| | 2 cone 
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conſider it; to preach it over again to my own 
heart? After What hath been ſaid above concerning 
this enquiry, I need not branch it into more par- 
tculars. If a prince, or a great man, mach your 
ſaperiour, ſent: a ſervant to yon with a meſſage,. 
would you not be careful ſo to receive the meſ- 
fage and comply with it, and ſo to behave to the 
ſervant, that he might return with a favourable 
account of you to his maſter? — In order to excite 
you thus to adviſe, conſider and enquire, let me 
obſerve, that this will aſſiſt you to judge of your 
true charafter, and the ſtate of your ſouls. It is 
difficult to bring men to cloſe enquiry and ſelf- 
examination; and to fix their thoughts to a work, 
which however important and neceſlary, is, to moſk 
perſons, very diſagreeable. Perhaps placing the 
ſubject of enquiry in this new and uncommon light, 
may diſpoſe you very carefully to make it, Seri- 
ouſly thinking and conſidering, what anſwer your 
miniſters will have to return. concerning you, may 
aſſiſt you to form a true and faithful judgment of 
your ſtate towards Gop. — Conſider further, GOD 
ail certainly call you to an account. Your miniſters 
are not to anſwer for you; nor is it by their ſen» 
tence that you are to ſtand or fall; to be acquit- 
ted or condemned. Every one of us muſt give 


an account of himſelf to Gop.” Your miniſters may 


be miſtaken in your character; as they are always 
| diſpoſed. to judge moſt favourably of. yous For in- 
ſtance, they may take civility to the ſervant for 
love to the maſter, and a reverent behaviour in the 
houſe of Gop for real devotion, They cannot: 
judge hearts. But Gop cannot be deceived, and 
. P 3 | he- 
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he will © bring every work into judgment, with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good or evil.“ — 
Further, the enquiry, which I am recommending, 
will have a good influence upon your future be- 
haviour, It may tend to regulate your general con- 


duct, as chriſtians, It may lead you to correct the 


errors, of which you are conſcious ; to improve in 
thoſe graces, in which you are defoltins ; to be 
© holy in all manner of converſation, and to adorn: 
the doQrine of Gop our Saviour in all things.“ It 


may particularly regulate your conduct towards 
your minifters, which, allow me to ſay, will have 


an important influence and effect upon your whole 
lives. You will be concerned to remove and avoid 
everything, which is, or may be, a grief or diſ- 
couragement to them; and to be doers of the 
word, and not hearers only,“ diſappointing them 
and *« deceiving your own' fouls.” You will be ſo⸗ 


| licitous to exert yourſelves to ſupport religion and 


ſtrengthen their hands; that they may have com- 


fort in you; that their thankſgivings on your ac- 
count may be daily preſented to the throne of 
grace; and that you may be © their joy and crown | 


of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jeſus +.” 


Þ+ Let the candid reader indulge me, if, at the concluſion of this 
diſcourſe, I add what was addreſſed, and particularly ſuited, to the 
congregation under my paſtoral care ; as it may be further ſervice- 


able to them, whoſe beſt intereſt I am under many obligations | 


ſill to conſult, and as I can no other way addreſs to them. 


ALLOW 


Diſ. 78. i of his Reception and Succeſc. 319: 


LLOW me, my dear Friends, to apply theſe 
A reflections more particularly to you on my 
ewn account, Many of you remember that train 
of providential events, which brought me among 
yon; by uniting two chriſtian congregations in one 
place and with one heart, which had been, for 
near a century, diſtinct; Gop having removed, 
in one month, their reſpective paſtors. Theſe and 
ſome other events at that time, were ſo remark- 


able and ſtriking, that perhaps no miniſter ever 


had greater reaſon to conclude from ſuch appear- 
ances, that he was ent of GOD to the place, 
where he laboured. Serving you in your beſt in- 
tereſts - hath been the buſineſs, the pleaſure and 
joy of my life; and I would not have exchanged 
the employment for any wealth, honour or prefer- 
ment. But I cannot expect to continue long among 
you, My growing infirmities daily remind me, 


that I muſt ſoon retura to my maſter, or have. 


finiſhed my ſervices among you before my life, 
Having now laboured among you about twenty 
four years, I muſt be very thoughtleſs and ſtupid, 
or very impious, if I have not had many ſerious 
thoughts, what anſwer I ſhall return concerning 
you: and, allow me to ſay, it is your duty like- 
wiſe ſeriouſly to conſider it, What pains I have 
taken to ſerve you in all your intereſts, eſpecially, 


your beſt intereſts, amidſt daily weakneſs and lan- 
guor for many years paſt, my maſter knoweth ; 


tho' I muſt at laſt, with deep penitence and hu- 
mility, caſt myſelf upon his infinite mercy. If you 
are not ſenſible of this, it is in vain, and might 

P 3 appear 
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appear arrogant, for me to ſay any thing about 
it. I with I had been able to have done much 
more for the intereſt of my employer, and the 
good of your ſouls, What effect hath been pro- 
duced by my labours, you are to enquire. Bleſſed 
be Gop, his houſe is not forſaken, nor his table 
deſerted; and we have an encouraging proſpect with: 
regard to many of the riſing generation. But you 
are to enquire, adviſe and ſee, each for himſelf 
Have | increaſed in wiſdom; grown more ſerious' 
and devout; more holy and heavenly; more ſober: 
and regu'ar; more generous and- Charitable, and: 
ready to cvery good word and work? — The reſult: 
of my own molt attentive and ſerious enquiry, F 
muſt faithfully lay befcre you;; with a chearful hope, 
that it will, by the divine” bleſſing, . prod uee ſome- 
good effect upon you. With regard to ſome of 
you, alas! my an/wer to him that ſent me muſt be, 
They are ſtill obſtinate and impenitent. They pro- 
fane thy ſabbath, and drink to exceſs. There is no 
worſhip in their families. There are quarrels and 
differences between them: I can perceive no figns 
of ſpiritual life, but they appear dead in fin. Some: 
young perſons, whom I have both publiekly and pri- 
vately inſtructed, week after week, for many years, 
and followed with a paternal ſolicitude and affection; 
are yet companions of fouls, thoughtleſs and extra- 
vagant, and ſhow no evidences of real religion; 
Tho? there is not one vice, againſt which I have 
not warned this flock, nor one branch of a religi- 
ous and honourable character, to which I have not 
exhorted them; yet, with regard to ſome, I: muſt 
lay, © Lord, 1 have laboured in vain, and ſpent my 
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firength for nought, I have ftretched out my hands 
to a diſobedient and gainſaying people.“ Yet l hope 
thro? thy grace, to be a ſweet ſavour unto thee in 
them that periſh. But O, let thy mercy yet be ex- 
erted to * pluck them as brands out of the burning :* 
and let thoſe, who have been my grief, be the 
glory and joy of my ſucceſſor !” With regard to 
others of you, after the moſt attentive obſervation 
and enquiry, I know not what anſwer J can return. 
I would willingly hope, that there is ſome good 
thing in them towards the Lord Gop of J/rael.” 
But they are careleſs in their attendance upon the 
divige meſſage; 3 ſeem to come with indifference to 
receive it ; totally or generally abſent themſelves 
from the Lord's table; take little or no care to 
promote religion in their families. They can ſpy 
a-mote in a brother's eye, but ſee not the beam 
that is in their o] n.. They ſeem to be afraid 
of being zoo religions. They trifle away part 
of the ſabbath; ſometimes frequent bad company, 
and allow themſelves in ſome mean and diſho- 
nourable methods of trade and gain; as if they 
were unwilling that any ſhould thrive but them- 
ſelves. My fears concerning them prevail above 
my hopes. With regard to theſe, my anſwer to him 
that ſent me, muſt be, Lord, they ſeem to me to have 
no more than the form of godlineſs: but thou, who 
knoweſt their hearts, knoweſt, whether they have 
the power of it. And I muſt leave them to thine 
impartial tribunal and unerring judgment. I bum» 
bly truſt, that | can call thee for a record upon my 
aul, that I am pure from their blood f. ” — With 
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regard to very many of you, Bleſſed be Gop, my 
anſwer to him, who honoured me with his meſſage, 
is as eaſy as it is comfortable. Lord, they have 
treated me with eſteem, love and tenderneſs; and 
received my meſſage with attention, gratitude and 
obedience. They keep holy thy ſabbath, and are 
punctual and ſerious in their attendance on all thy 
ordinances, Their families are regular, orderly, and 
houſes of God. Thy fear appears to govern then 
in all their buſineſs and connections. Their love 
to Jeſus appears in their love to his inſtitutions, 
obedience to his commands, concern to promote his 
intereſt and love to their Brethren: and they have a 
good report of all men. Not a few of the riſing ge- 
neration appear to have valued and improved the in- 
ſtructions they have received; and I have the joy 
to ſee them walking in truth.” And O, what thanks 
can I render to Gop, for his diſttmguiſhing grace 
to me, in making me any way inftrumental to pro- 
duce ſuch effects as tleſe; and in giving me all 
the joy, wherewith [ rejoice for your ſakes before 
my Gop!” * Therefore, my Brethren, dearly beloved 
ard lonyed for, my joy and ae % fand faft 
in the Lord, my dearly beloved 1. Amen. 
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THE END. 


